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Background: The 21st century is the era of cities
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Goal 11: Sustainable cities and communities
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11.1 Housing 11.2 Transport 11.3 Planning 11.4 Heritage

11.5 Vulnerability 11.6 Environment 11.7 Public spaces

11.A Urban-rural relations 11.b Integrated policies 11.c Governmental Capacities

Thematic goals (Target 11.1-11.7)

Means of implementation (Target 11.a-11.c)

The SDGs have recognized the transformative power of urbanization 

with a dedicated goal (Goal 11) focused on cities and human settlements

Reference: ICLEI Briefing Sheets (http://www.iclei.org/briefingsheets.html)

However, the scope of achievements by local governments is not

necessarily limited to Goal 11. It is obvious that they also need to

take responsibility for making contributions to the other 16 Goals.
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How can city-level actors help make the SDGs a success?
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Cities are where both local and global challenges must 
be addressed

Cities can mobilize key actors

Local governments are often pioneers in 
sustainable development

Cities are hubs for innovative and ambitious 
ideas 

Cities and regions are centers of economic activity 
and resource

If cities change, so does the world

1

2

3

4

5

6
Source: ICLEI Briefing Sheets for SDGs
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Municipality of Kópavogur,Iceland

A Territorial Approach to the SDGs by OECD

City of Kitakyushu, Japan

Province of Córdoba, Argentina

State of Parana, Brazil

City of Moscow, Russia

County of Viken, Norway

Region of Flanders, Belgium

City of Bonn, Germany 

Region of Southern Denmark, Denmark

Cities around the world are moving forward to achieve SDGs

Champion Pilot Cities and Regions
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SDGs Future City Initiative led by Japanese Governments
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Shimokawa Town

City of Sapporo

City of Sapporo

Hokkaido

Semboku City

Higashi Matsushima 

City

Iide Town

City of Tsukuba

Nagano

Kanagawa

City of Yokohama

Kamakura City

City of Shizuoka
Hamamatsu City
Toyota city

Shima City

Totsukawa Village
Kamikatsu TownHiroshima

Sakai City

Okayama 

City

Maniwa City

Suzu City

Toyama city

Hakusan city

Ube City

City of Kitakyushu

Iki City

Oguni Town

Green: Top 10 SDGs Future Cities

Blue： Other SDGs Future Cities

Reference: https://www.kantei.go.jp/jp/singi/tiiki/kankyo/teian/pdf/result01.pdf

Selection Ceremony

Total 60 cities proposing outstanding initiatives were selected as SDGs 

Future City by Japanese Government as of July 2019.
Note: above 29 cities are the  selected cities in 2018

https://www.kantei.go.jp/jp/singi/tiiki/kankyo/teian/pdf/result01.pdf
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Framework for implementing SDGs at local level (localization)

→ Sep. 2015
Adoption of the 
2030 agenda

→ Dec. 2016
SDGs Implementation
Guiding Principles
(Case of Japan)

Supporting local governments in implementing SDGs at local level
considering their own conditions and resources is important

Global level
SDGs

National level
(National SDGs)

Local level
(Local SDGs)

Type 1. Obligatory 
and comprehensive

Type 2. Self-motivating
and selective

→ Jun. 2018
First selection of 
SDGs Future cities
(Case of Japan)
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Confronting challenges when localizing SDGs
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Ther

Some targets and indicators don’t reflect local context of

each country.

Some challenges exist when localizing the SDGs

For example…

End poverty in all its forms everywhere

Goal 1

Indicator 1.1.1

Target 1.1

By 2030, eradicate extreme poverty for all people everywhere, 

currently measured as people living on less than $1.25 a day

Proportion of population below the international poverty line, by sex, 

age, employment status and geographical location (urban/rural)

Supplemental targets and indicators or slightly modified

targets and indicators are required
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Local SDGs Platform (https://local-sdgs.jp/)

A platform to register, search, share SDGs initiatives and 

activities led by local governments in Japan 



Hosei University Shun KAWAKUBO 12

Local SDGs Platform (https://local-sdgs.jp/)

A platform to register, search, share SDGs initiatives and 

activities led by local governments in Japan 



Hosei University Shun KAWAKUBO 13

Local SDGs Platform (https://local-sdgs.jp/)

A platform to register, search, share SDGs initiatives and 

activities led by local governments in Japan 



Hosei University Shun KAWAKUBO 14

VLR Lab (https://www.iges.or.jp/en/sdgs/vlr/index.html)

A website to support Voluntary Local Review (VLR)
(Collaboration between VLR Lab and Local SDGs Platform is being considered now)
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Conclusion: Creation of sustainable cities having SDGs in view
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Cities = “Systems of Systems” made up of wide-ranging systems

Intersystem cooperation and integration are strongly required

An ideal vision: Regional Circular and Ecological Sphere (CES) 
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Thank you very much

Contact information：
Shun Kawakubo, Dr. Eng. Associate Professor, 

Faculty of Engineering & Design, Hosei University

2-33, Ichigayatamachi, Shinjuku, Tokyo, 162-0843 Japan

Tel： +81-3-5228-1497,  FAX： +81-3-5228-1405

E-mail： kawakubo@hosei.ac.jp, 

Website： https://kawakubo-lab.ws.hosei.ac.jp/index.html

Kawakubo Laboratory is conducting researches

that contribute to the achievement of SDGs
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