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Overseas assistance with Environmental Education (EE) by NGOs has been growing
in number and scale for the last decade. On the other hand, more obstacles to the promotion
of EE have also been noticed by the people who engage in these activities. However, so far
there has been no opportunity for the people to get together and discuss those problems.
The 'Environmental Education Workshop for Overseas Assistance' was held to improve
this situation. People from about 50 related organisations participated in this workshop.

On the first day, participants made presentations on their activities to report problems
and methods for success of EE. These followed a keynote speech on EE in the context of
overall international assistance (1A).

Based on the outcomes of the first day, active discussion was held on the second day.
First, another keynote speech, on the development of the idea of EE, was delivered. Then
participants held a discussion in each of the two sub-meetings; one meeting was entitled
'Scheme group' for issues on the improvement of 'how to' provide IA on EE, and the other
was set up to deal with the 'evaluation of effectiveness' of 1A for EE, and was entitled
'Evaluation group'.

The scheme group divided the process of IA into 5 phases: preparation, investigation,
planning, implementation, and evaluation. Emphasis was put on the first three phases.
Some topics in these phases were placed on the agenda. They included the mobilisation of
resources (funds, human resources, and information), the selection of counterparts and
approaches, thorough investigation of project sites, planning for maximum extension and
sustainability of the effects of the project, planning which would be consistent with
evaluation methods, and so forth. As a result, 5 points were regarded as 'keys' to the
improvement of the situation. They were the enforcement of a ‘'network’ among related
organisations, the ‘clarification’ of points such as targets, the adoption of ‘approaches' which
take into account a variety of recipients' needs for sustainability (such as community
development), the promotion of 'participatory methods', and 'more effort' by NGOs. The
‘enforcement of a network' will be the most important and urgent issue to be tackled as it is
considered to be the central element of these key points.

The evaluation group dealt mainly with ‘effectiveness’ more than ‘efficiency'. Evaluation
is essential to the improvement of teaching and the learning process. Furthermore,
evaluation is especially important and should be done very clearly in the case of IA by
NGOs, as it entails accountability to supporters and fund providers, an explanation of the
outcome to the recipients, and information sharing with other related organisations.
Evaluating the effectiveness of EE is considered difficult due to its abstract nature and
diversity. In order to overcome this difficulty, the group came to the conclusion that it was
important to improve the system of evaluation to take heterogeneity and participatory
approaches into account, and to establish an outline for clear evaluation as well as EE
guidelines for IA. It will be necessary to make efforts to incorporate these points.

IGES will promote its research on these issues with related organisations, and will
contribute to the advancement of EE in the Asia-Pacific region.
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