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Ssummary

On 1 July 2006, IGES held an international symposium entitled “Towards a Sustainable
Asia - Today’s Decisions for Tomorrow’s Generations” at the Yokohama Symposia (Yokohama
City). It was held to further advance issues raised in the IGES White Paper Sustainable Asia
2005 and Beyond - In the pursuit of innovative policies, which presents an analysis on
the current state of environmental issues in Asia and related proposals. This IGES White
Paper is a compilation of research implemented by IGES on environmental strategies in the
Asia-Pacific region. This Japanese publication is based on the English edition, published in
January of this year, with some update additions.

The venue for the symposium (open to the public) hosted a crowd of approximately 200,
giving a glimpse into the depth of concern over Asian environment issues. Specialists active
in the front lines from Japan, the Philippines, and China were invited, and a lively discussion
was held from a global perspective based on the IGES White Paper. The discussion was
geared to address what is occurring now in Asia, and what can be done with an eye to realis-
ing a sustainable Asia.

In the opening address, Prof. Akio Morishima, Chair of the Board of Directors, IGES, identi-
fied the extreme crisis with respect to utilisation of natural resources in Asia and the decline
of environmental quality concomitant with the advance in population and the swift pace of
economic development. He also stressed the importance of environmental issues in Asia, not-
ing that “if development is not sustainable in Asia, then sustainable development at the glob-
al level will also be impossible.”

The keynote speech “Towards an Environmentally Co-existent Society: the Future of Asia
and the Role of Japan” was delivered by Ms. Yoriko Kawaguchi, Member of the House of
Councillors, former Minister for Foreign Affairs, and former Minister of the Environment,
Japan. In the speech, Ms. Kawaguchi noted recent changes in precipitation and hours of sun-
light, factors which are having an impact on everyday life, as well as the phenomenon of yel-
low sand scattering over Japan. Concerns were voiced from a personal perspective regarding
what these changes indicate in terms of the global environment. Further, as former Minister
of the Environment, she related episodes involving efforts to ratify the Kyoto Protocol in var-
ious countries, while underlining that population increase and expansion in energy demand
prompt the destruction of the global environment. She also noted the importance of promot-
ing a co-existent lifestyle in harmony with the global environment, as well as development of
a global recycling-oriented society.

Subsequently, Mr. Hideyuki Mori, Vice-President, IGES, held a presentation involving the
details of the IGES White Paper. An explanation was given on various issues such as climate
change, forestry, urban environment, freshwater, business, and environmental education.
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Three major conclusions were then introduced, which are summarised in the final section:
(1) Efforts are urgently needed in a number of Asian countries for policies addressing envi-
ronmental pollution and environmental destruction; (2) In order to confront the current
state of poverty and environmental degradation in Asia, a sustainable pattern of economic
development suitable to the environment must be continuously implemented; (3) There is no
panacea for the promotion of sustainable development. Rather, meticulous policy planning
and the balancing of interests with respect to the various conditions in individual countries is
the most reliable policy.

Further, Prof. Hironori Hamanaka, a professor at Keio University, added wide-ranging com-
ments, noting the necessity of strengthening partnerships among the many parties involved,
and creating a comprehensive synergy of education and multifaceted policies for the purpose
of ensuring sustainable development and access to environmental information. He also
touched on the theme of economic integration, a process which is progressing in East Asia.

Then, as guest speaker, the Governor of Kanagawa Prefecture, Mr. Shigefumi Matsuzawa,
stressed that “when thinking about what we can do to achieve a sustainable Asia, a global
perspective is needed.” With the catchphrase of “Starting from ‘MOTTAINAI'", he introduced
the “My Agenda Programme” for the registration of voluntary steps aimed at global environ-
mental conservation, which is a part of the “New Agenda 21 Kanagawa”, and includes meas-
ures to promote practical action and a shared environmental mindset among Kanagawa
Prefecture, business enterprises, citizens of the prefecture, and NPOs.

In the panel discussion in the latter half of the symposium, Ms. Charmine Koda, Director of
the United Nations Information Centre, served as coordinator. On the theme of “towards a
sustainable Asia”, panellists gave an account of the current state of environmental issues in
Asia and the most pressing issues.

To begin, Prof. Dr. Cielito F. Habito, former Secretary of Socioeconomic Planning in the
Philippines noted that “Asia is a diverse region economically, politically, and culturally, and
environmental issues are in turn diverse. Accordingly, it is important to create an equitable
partnership amongst municipalities, business enterprises, civil society, and NGOs, and to pro-
mote fair access to information and technical transfer.” Further, reflecting from his own
experience as Secretary of Socioeconomic Planning on the diversity of policies and institu-
tional responses currently in operation in Asia, he stressed that “enforcement is critical, and
we in Asia must learn from each other, must strengthen a variety of measures, and must
quicken the pace.”

Dr. Rugiu Ye, Senior Advisor, State Environmental Protection Administration of China,
reported on the current state of pollution management in China through a variety of environ-
mental measures, under policies based on harmonisation of economic construction and envi-
ronmental protection. In addition, he touched on the five year plan, spanning 2006 to 2010,
introducing proactive measures with the intent of environmental improvement by key



regions and urban centres. The plan involves 20% curbs on energy consumption, 10% reduc-
tions on the discharge of pollutants, and restoration of forest cover. Further, using slides, he
introduced specific measures such as those in Guilin city, where generation of methane is
utilised in fruit cultivation and other sectors of agricultural activities.

Dr. Shuzo Nishioka, Executive Director of the National Institute for Environmental Studies
(NIES), introduced a computerised 100-year climate simulation. He noted that we are at a
crisis point in climate change, with mudslides in the Himalayas due to global warming. He
stressed that “Asia holds the key with respect to global warming. The region must take the
initiative and react cooperatively to face environmental problems.” He stated that “China has
stricter fuel efficiency standards than the USA, and in Singapore strategic urban planning has
been implemented with due consideration to traffic congestion and air pollution. However,
such remarkable efforts in Asia need to be studied, and as a region Asia must adopt shared
targets with respect to climate issues, and develop an infrastructure accordingly.”

Next, Mr. Yasuhiro Goto, Editorial Writer for the Nihon Keizai Shimbun, Inc. (NIKKEI),
described the role of business enterprises. He noted three aspects to the topic of “the envi-
ronment from a business perspective”. (1) Efficiency of business activities has a positive
effect on the environment; (2) In terms of corporate social responsibility (CSR), investment
is actively implemented in businesses demonstrating CSR from an environmental perspec-
tive; (3) Business opportunities exist based on development of environmentally-friendly
products such as hybrid cars. He indicated that “the environment is a risk from a business
perspective, as evident from the asbestos problem for example, or the call on businesses
developing globally for environmental measures overseas. However, businesses that take
proactive measures with respect to environmental issues improve their business image,
heightening brand impact. Conventionally, the relationship between society and business, or
environment and growth, was considered as a trade off. However, with sustainability as a
keyword, it is possible to forge a synergy between business and the environment, and what is
now called for is the very practical realisation of such.”

On hearing these reports, IGES Chair of the Board of Directors, Prof. Akio Morishima
pointed out that “discussions have been held from the standpoint of Europe and the United
States regarding global issues such as the environment. Such discussions have dealt realisti-
cally with the kind of lifestyle that is needed on behalf of subsequent generations, transcend-
ing the perspectives of the developed and developing nations, governments, civilians, and
NGOs. Yet the voice of Asia needs to be heard from Asia.” Further, he renewed the emphasis
that “At IGES, policy dialogues have been held in various Asian nations with respect to the
future climate regime beyond 2012. However, in Asia, which lacks the kinds of cooperative
frameworks seen in Europe, it is important to proceed as such beginning from what can be
done.”

In this exchange of opinions, lively discussions were held and practical examples were
raised, including business measures and activities by region in Japan, the Philippines, and
China, with respect to the sort of cooperation that is necessary in the Asian region. Through
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the discussions, the need was stressed for regional cooperation, technological transfer, and
support for environmental measures by small and medium-sized enterprises and small-scale
producers in Asia. Finally, the coordinator of the symposium, Ms. Koda, concluded the meet-
ing by summarising the shared recognition regarding the urgent need to forge partnerships
among local governments, businesses, civil society, and NGOs.
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Welcome to the Symposium

In light of the continued population increase and rapid economic growth of Asia, there are fears that serious environ-
mental problems, such as global warming, deforestation and water contamination, will worsen. If nothing is done,
these burdens on the environment will become the negative legacy that we leave for the next generation.

At this symposium, we will introduce analyses and recommendations on the environmental issues that Asia currently
faces based on the IGES white paper “Sustainable Asia 2005 and Beyond - In the pursuit of innovative policies.” We
hope that this symposium will provide an opportunity to discuss, from a global perspective, what each of us can do in
the future to help preserve the Asia in which we live.

m 000000000 Introduction of the Speakers

OO00OO0 Opening Remarks
ogoodd Prof. Akio Morishima

IGESO OO
Chair of the Board of Directors and President, IGES
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Prof. Morishima is Chair of the Board of Directors of the Institute for Global Environmental Strategies (IGES). He
is a graduate of the University of Tokyo School of Law and the Harvard Law School. Prior to his current position, he served as a pro-
fessor at both Nagoya University and Sophia University, Japan. Since 1993 he has also been involved in the Central Environment
Council of Japan as the Chairman of the Policy Planning Committee, and he served as President of the Council from 2000 to 2005.

OO0O00O Keynote Speech

oo Ms. Yoriko Kawaguchi

ooooOo/o0o0Do0o0oooooon

Member of the House of Councillors / Former Minister for Foreign Affairs, former Minister of the

Environment, Japan
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Ms. Kawaguchi is a member of the House of Councillors and Deputy Chairman of the Policy Research
Council in the Liberal Democratic Party of Japan. Prior to her current position, she served as Minister of the
Environment, Minister for Foreign Affairs, and Special Advisor to the Prime Minister, responsible for foreign affairs.
She is a graduate of the University of Tokyo (BA in International Relations) and Yale University (M.Phil. in
Economics). She has also served as the chairperson of the Asia - Pacific Forum for Environment and Development
Phase Il (APFED II) since 2005.
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O0O0000000O Presentations
aoooo Mr. Hideyuki Mori

IGESOODO00DO00ODODO0ODOO0OOOO0OOO0oOOnOn
Vice President, Project Leader of the Long-term Perspective and Policy Integration Project, IGES
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Mr. Mori is a graduate of the School of Engineering, Kyoto University. He joined IGES in 2003. Prior to joining
IGES, he served as Environment Specialist at the Asian Development Bank, Senior Environmental Coordinator
of the United Nations High Commissioner of Refugees, Director of the Office of Research and Information at the Global
Environment Issues Division of the Environment Agency of Japan (present Ministry of the Environment) and as Portfolio
Manager of the Division of GEF at the United Nations Environment Programme.
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gooogg Prof. Hironori Hamanaka

ooooooooooooono
Professor, Faculty of Environmental Information, Keio University, Japan
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"8 Prior to his current position, Prof. Hamanaka was the Vice-Minister for Global Environmental Affairs at the Ministry
of the Environment, Japan. He has been serving with the Government of Japan for more than 35 years, mostly in the field of environ-
mental policies. In particular, he has devoted his administrative career to inter-governmental negotiations in areas including the Kyoto
Protocol and its rules of implementation, as well as major agreements in the field of sustainable development. Since March 2006, he
has also served as the Co-chair of the Compliance Committee under the Kyoto Protocol and as the Chair of its Facilitative Branch.

0000 Guest Remarks

ogooon Mr. Shigefumi Matsuzawa

oooooo
Governor of Kanagawa Prefecture, Japan
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: Mr. Matsuzawa is a graduate of Keio University. He has worked as a staff member of the U.S. House of
‘ ' Representatives. He has been serving as the governor of Kanagawa Prefecture since April 2003. Prior to his
current position, he served as a member of the Kanagawa Prefectural Assembly and a member of the House of Representatives.
His latest books are entitled: “Privatization of Postal Services - A Drastic Reform for Japan’s Rebirth!” (co-authored with
Junichiro Koizumi; the PHP Institute, Inc.) and “Implementation of the Local Manifesto” (Toshindo Publishing Co. Ltd.)

O000JdO00oO0O0dooO  Panel Coodinator
Oo0oooono Ms. Charmine Koda

Oodoooooooon
Director, United Nations Information Centre, Japan
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f' :-ﬁl‘ Ms. Koda is a well known personality in Japan through her work as a television news anchor, host and commen-
tator. She also has experience in radio and the print media, and is the author of several books. Ms. Koda has long been associated
with a variety of non-governmental organisations in Japan, dealing primarily with issues of environment and education, and cur-
rently serves on the boards of several organisations. She has also participated in a number of projects with the United Nations
University in Japan. Ms. Koda holds a master’s degree in public administration from the John F. Kennedy School of Government
at Harvard University. She has served as the Director of the United Nations Information Centre since April 2006.
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OO0O0O00O Panelists
gopoogooodd Prof. Dr. Cielito F. Habito

gooOooopooCcOoOOoOocOoOOO0O/OOoCooooocoooooo
Professor and Director, Ateneo Center for Economic Research and Development / Former Secretary of
Socioeconomic Planning, the Philippines
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‘ Dr. Habito is currently a Professor of Economics at the Ateneo de Manila University, where he is the Director of
the Ateneo Center for Economic Research and Development (ACERD). He was the youngest member of the Cabinet of
Philippine President Fidel V. Ramos, serving as Secretary of Socioeconomic Planning throughout his six-year presidency from
1992 to 1998. As founding Chair of the Philippine Council for Sustainable Development, he was elected Chairman of the Sixth
Session of the UN Commission on Sustainable Development (UNCSD) in New York in 1998. He holds a Ph.D. (1984) and M.A.
(1981) in Economics from Harvard University.

gopoogogog Dr. Rugiu Ye

00oooooooooooo
Senior Advisor, State Environmental Protection Administration, China
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Dr. Ye is currently a Senior Advisor of the State Environmental Protection Administration, Councillor of the
State Council of the People’s Republic of China and Advisor of Chinese Society of Environmental Sciences. He
is a graduate of the Chemistry Department of the then Leningrad University, Russia. His areas of research and study include envi-
ronmental protection, the global environment, trade and the environment, environmental management, environmental chemistry,
etc. He has written more than 100 scientific and technical publications, including 8 books.

gooogd Dr. Shuzo Nishioka

ooooooooo
Executive Director, National Institute for Environmental Studies (NIES), Japan
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-3 I Dr. Nishioka is a graduate of the School of Mathematics and Physics, University of Tokyo. Prior to joining NIES,
he served as the project leader of the IGES Climate Policy Project. He has twelve years’ experience in Asahi Chemical Co. Ltd
and has also served as a professor of the Tokyo Institute of Technology as well as Keio University. From 2004 to 2008, he served
as the leader of the 2050 GHG reduction scenario research project under the Global Environmental Research Program of the
Ministry of the Environment, Japan.

oooon Mr. Yasuhiro Goto

godooboooooooooon
Editorial Writer, Nihon Keizai Shimbun, Inc. (NIKKEI), Japan
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Mr. Goto is a graduate of Waseda University (B.A. Political Science) and Bond University (MBA). Since he
i joined Nihon Keizai Shimbun in 1984, he has served as a writer in the City News Dept., National News Dept.,

Bahrain News Bureau, the Editorial Headquarters for Europe, Middle East and Africa (London), Business News Dept., and the

China Headquarters. His latest book is entitled “Katsu Kojo” (Factories that Win) (Nihon Keizai Shimbun, Inc.).
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Panelists:  Prof. Dr. Cielito F. Hahito Former Secretary of Socioeconomic Planning, the Philippines

Dr. Rugiu Ye Senior Advisor, State Environmental Protection Administration, China

Dr. Shuzo Nishioka Executive Director, National Institute for Environmental Studies (NIES), Japan
Mr. Yasuhiro Goto Editorial Writer, Nihon Keizai Shimbun, Inc.(NIKKEI), Japan

Prof. Akio Morishima Chair of the Board of Directors and President, IGES

Closing Remarks
Prof. Akio Morishima  Chair of the Board of Directors and President, IGES
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Climate change policy: as pivot of sustainable Asia

IGES International Symposium
Towards a Sustainable Asia
Today’s Decisions for Tomorrow’s Generations

Yokohama Symposia
1 July, 2006

Shuzo Nishioka
National Institute for Environmental Studies, Japan
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Region-wise reduction potential in 2020:

Opportunity of cooperation
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Table Vulnerability of key sectors to the impacts of climate
change by subregions in Asia (Tentative)
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To keep temperature rise below 2 degree,
global GHG emission be reduced into half by 2050 from 1990 level

optimal pathway to avoid dangerous temperature rise
Calculated by AlM/Impact[policy] Hijioka et al (NIES)
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The Institute for Global Environmental Strategies (IGES), established in 1998, is
a research institute that conducts pragmatic and innovative strategic policy
research to support sustainable development in the Asia-Pacific region - a
region experiencing rapid population growth and expanding economic activity.
At present, IGES is conducting six research projects - “Climate Policy Project”,
“Forest Conservation Project”, “Urban Environmental Management Project”,
“Freshwater Resources Management Project”, “Business for Sustainable
Society Project” and “Long-term Perspective and Policy Integration Project”.
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