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5. Structural Context of Recent Forest Degradation in the S-RFE

Considering the results of this study the elements of the causative chain of recent forest
degradation in the S-RFE were combined in Figure 4 .

The degradation of forests in the area has accelerated due to two main proximate causes:
unsustainable commercial logging and large-scale forest fires. Large-scale forest fires have a
strong connection with unsustainable commercial logging. These two main proximate causes are
under the multiple influence of various underlying causes such as “Market Forces in Asia-Pacific
Countries,” “Economic/Political Instability” and “Insufficient Legal and Administrative Base.”

Figure 4. Causes and the Mutual Relationship of Forest Loss in the S-RFE

              Root / Underlying Causes
             
              Major Proximate Causes

Unsustainable Commercial Logging
• Violation of Rules
• Cut and Run Logging Operation
• Other

Large-scale Forest Fires

Insufficient Legal and Administrative Base
• Forest Development Policy with Industrial Emphasis
• Incomplete Forest Conservation / Management

System
• Inadequate Forest Governance
• Insufficient Attention to Local People's Rights &

Economy
• Weakened Forest Sector, etc.

Market Forces in APC
• New Forest Policy in China
• Restriction of Tropical Timber Harvest
• Strong Timber Demand in APC
• etc.

Increase of Timber Trade
• Acquisition of Foreign Currency
• Illegal Activities

Economic / Political Instability
• Rapid Transition to Market Economy
• Structural Reforms
• Decentralization
• Economic Crisis
• Rise of Shadow Economy
• Expansion of Poverty


