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 Foreword 

This	report	summarizes	the	current	situations	and	challenges	that	developing	Asia	faces	

in	introducing	Extended	Producer	Responsibility	(EPR).	It	also	discusses	various	problems	

experienced	by	Japan,	Korea	and	Taiwan	after	the	introduction	of	EPR	mechanisms	prior	to	other	

Asian	countries.	It	then	explores	issues	related	to	international	resource	circulation	and	domestic	

recycling	mechanisms	based	on	the	EPR	concept.	By	doing	so,	the	report	will	present	major	

issues	associated	with	the	adoption	and	dissemination	of	EPR-related	environmental	policies	in	

developing	countries.	It	will	also	examine	opportunities	to	introduce	new	policy	tools	that	respond	

to	the	growing	globalization	of	environmental	issues.

The	project	to	develop	this	report	started	with	a	workshop,	titled	“Workshop	on	Extended	

Producer	Responsibility	(EPR)	and	International	Material	Flow”,	held	in	Manila	in	February	2007.	

The	workshop	was	co-organized	by	United	Nations	Economic	and	Social	Commission	for	Asia	

and	the	Pacific	(UNESCAP)	and	the	Institute	for	Global	Environmental	Strategies	(IGES).	Following	

the	workshop,	IGES	and	the	presenters	updated	information	on	EPR	policies	up	to	March	2009,	

forming	the	contents	of	this	report.	Some	additional	chapters	were	included	in	order	to	cover	

topics	that	were	not	well	discussed	in	the	workshop.	Both	the	initial	workshop	and	the	following	

editorial	work	were	made	through	financial	support	from	the	Ministry	of	the	Environment	of	Japan.	

This	report	is	published	as	an	input	into	the	Regional	3R	Forum	in	Asia1.

We	would	like	to	express	our	gratitude	to	the	all	contributors	of	the	chapters	for	invaluable	inputs	

and	tirelessly	works.	We	owe	special	thanks	to	our	colleagues	to	the	workshop,	especially	Mr.	

Masakazu	Ichimura,	UNESCAP,	for	his	contributions	to	the	initial	proposal	to	start	this	research	

project.	We	are	also	grateful	from	extensive	editorial	supports	provided	by	Mr.	Jeffrey	Bowyer.	This	

report	would	not	have	been	possible	without	patience	and	understanding	from	the	contributors	

during	the	editing	process.	Finally,	we	would	like	to	acknowledge	that	this	publication	is	based	

on	a	project	“Heisei	20	nendo	Ajia	Shigen	Junken	Kenkyu	Suishin	Jigyou	(FY	2008	Asia	Resource	

Circulation	Research	Promotion	Project)”	funded	by	Ministry	of	the	Environment,	Japan	in	Fiscal	

Year	2008.

	 	
1		Regional	3R	Forum	in	Asia:	A	regional	collaborative	facility	to	develop	multilayered	networks	of	stakeholders	

such	as	governments,	academia,	scientific	and	research	community,	private	sector,	and	NGOs	for	the	strategic	
implementation	of	the	3Rs,	to	be	inaugurated	in	2009.
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