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During the course of this project, three international conferences 
were organised in Kitakyushu, Japan; the East West Center, Hawaii; and 
Kanagawa, Japan. Together, they strengthened international linkages and 
expertise and facilitated the collection of information. 

Shobhakar Dhakal
Urban Environmental Management Project
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Author’s Note

This report is one of the outcomes of a research project entitled “Urban 

Policy Integration of Energy-Related Environmental Issues in Selected 

Asian Mega-Cities,” which was undertaken from April 2001 to March 

2004 by the Urban Environmental Management Project (under the 

leadership of Professor Hidefumi Imura) of the Institute for Global 

Environmental Strategies (IGES) with support from a number of 

researchers from Korea, Japan and China. A number of outcomes, 

namely, a comprehensive database on four cities, articles for academic 

journals, conference papers and publications in various newsletters and 

magazines have already been published. IGES, a strategic policy-oriented 

research institute, regards outreach, multi-stakeholder dialogues and 

capacity-building activities as integral parts of its research activities. 

Accordingly, researchers involved in this project have disseminated 

research outcomes to city policy makers, national governments and 

international institutions through various forums of policy dialogue, 

including those of the International Council for Local Environmental 

Initiatives (ICLEI), the Kitakyushu Initiative for a Clean Environment, 

and Clean Air Initiative for Asian Cities (CAI-Asia), as well as a number 

of scientific circles such as the International Human Dimensions 

Programme (IHDP) for Global Change Research.

This report is intended to integrate all major outcomes and to provide 
a holistic overview of the analyses of four cities. Since its audience includes 
experts as well as non-experts, it is written in a manner that is easy to 
read. 
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