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Dr. Masanobu Y ameane, research fdlow of IGES dhaired the third sesson. Dr. Y amane gave abrief
explanation of the sesson, whichcovered four presentations induding the Russan Far Eagt Russa,
Mekong region and Indonesia, with gpedd reference to the mgor causes of forest loss and palitica
courtermessLres

Rdf. Dr. Alexander Shangauz from the Far Eagt Economic Resserch Indlitute, Russig, reviewed
currert foreg palicy in the Russan Far Ead. The abundance of forest resourossis the source of raw
mataidsand akey factor for the regiond economic ahility. He presented and desribed the shift
within legidative, inditutiond, finendd, invesment and ather sygems of the regiond forest complex.
He a0 tdked about the palicy Stuation, intemationd ecdlogicd programsin the RFE and efforts of
locd forestry sarvices Thereis an increese in forest areg, but gradud worsening of forest dructure
The negative fadtorsare commerdd loggingand fire Theregiond forest sector isvery complex and
the future direction of palicy is uncartan. In ansveing aguetion from Mr. Hidaya of Indonesa
about deforegation in Sheria, Shangauz emphaszed thet the RFE is nat losing foresis today, but
dvesity in its fored products Forest qudity is degraded but aress ae not deforested. Forest
regenaraionisthe regoonghillity of theforest sarvices (federd and locd governments).

Raf. Dr. Philip Hirsch from the University of Sydney in Audrdia, presanted the underlying causes
of deforegation in the Mekong Region, Indochina. Thisregion indudes Thailand, Burma, Vignam,
Laos and Cambodia Acoarding to him forest cover inmanland SE Adahes dedined rapdy inthe
pest generaion, epeddly in Thalland and Vietnam. In 1970 North and Northeest Thailand was
foresed but they were deared before 1990. In 1970 Laos Cantrd Vietnam and Cambodia were
Ubject to defdliaion, and in 1990 those aress were largdly deforested and in Leo PDR. forests have
auffered degraddtion In 1970 there were limited deared aress but by 1990 the cultivated area hed
extended congderably. The causes of deforestation should be seen cese by cae In andlyzing the
causss of the deforedation he fdlows an andyticd framework where he dealy disinguished
ultimate causes (underlying, background) and proximeate (directly observed) causes sructurd
(development and contextue) and insrumenta (egent/culprit, purpose, means). He <o talked about
therdeof naiond fores palicy and points of intervertion from intemeational communities

The presantation of Mr. Khampha Charthirath from FORCAP, Lao-Jgpen Forestry Cooperation
Unit, LeoP. D R, depicted the process of change in forest cover of Lao PD.R snce 1940. Then he
telked about the causes of deforegation such as dash and bum, forest fire, illegd cutting, acoderated
logging and ingppropriate sysars of forest utilization. He a0 talked about palicy rdated issuesin
the foredtry sector such asnationd biodiversty consarvation areg, land and foreted land dlocation,
aforesation, dabilization of shifting cultivation and therights of traditional use of forest produdts He
a0 taked about particpatory goproedes in degraded aress, and thar wesknesses and drengtts
Waeskneses: low cgpeaity of locd officers unequdl didribution of benfits ladk of knowledge, ill
of PSS partiapents, can only be goplied in amdl arees imegular monitoring and evaudion, undear
fores policy. Srengtts: it provides devdopmant in remote aress resources for locd people,
gehilization of shifting cultivation, bounderiesare defined. Mr. M. Nanang, of IGES, wondered why
legd cutting was not mentioned as a cause of deforedation. Mr. Chanthirath answered thet legd
autting iseesy to contrd, whileillegd cutting isdifficuit to contra.

Ms MiaSscawdi, the fourth presanter, from the Indonesian Inditute for Forest and Environment,
Indonesa, explained the changes in forest cover in Indonesia during the padt 30 years In 1966 75
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percant of the land was foresed, but now it isonly 28 percant. Shedso sad that Badc Forestry Lawv
(BAL) and Badc Mining Law BML) ae causss of deforesaion. There is a shift from timber
autting to plantation, land and resources tenure, and atimber centered foredry peradigm. In taking
about foresry reform, i.e the drafting of the New Foredry law, the process is nat trangparart. It is
exdusve The shortoomings of the new foresry hill dreft are thet there is no dhange from the BAL;
there is a continuetion of Sate contrdl; it is timber centered; it ignores audomary land; there is
contradiction with the condiitution and it does nat consder sodo-economic conditions caused by
forest degracition.

Mr.Yaich Kuroda, IGES reported onthe resuiits of the globd and regiond NGO workshopsonthe
IF-NGOUC process NGOs emphedzaed the rale of trade and consumiption as the causes of
Oeforegation, referring to the linkage between consumers and supplies’ countries However, |HF
exdudes the rde of trade and consumption. He d<o talked about the importance of teking into
aooount the world sysem theory, in which nationd srudiure is a patt, in andyzing the causes of
Oeforedation.

Dr. Yamene, Charparson of the session, sressad the importance of collaboration among countries
and collaborators, because thisressarch covarsavery wideissue Inthiscasethisworkshop wes very
useful and kegping dose rdaiors is necessary in an effort to devdop a drategy in addressing the
causssof deforegtation.

Mr. Yosa Okawva from Kyato Universty asked, “What is the phenomenon of deforedation?” He
sd thet from the viewpaint of agriculiture deforesaion may be seen as devdopment and nat
deforesation. No answvearsweregiven to this question because of alack oftime
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