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BACKGROUND of 

The Regional Workshop on Education for Sustainable Consumption in 
China, Japan and Republic of Korea 

 
 
 
Rationale 

Sustainable Consumption and Production (SCP) has been stressed in a series of international 
meetings since Rio Summit in 1992 as outlined  its primary  issue in Agenda 21 to build a sustainable 
society. Nevertheless, despite  a  long  international  consensus on  SCP over  the  last more  than one 
decade,  education  for  Education  for  Sustainable  Consumption  (ESC) was  not  given  a  full  political 
attention world‐wide as much as  its efforts on sustainable production until  it was formed as one of 
eight  force  tasks of Marrakech  10‐Year  Programme  Process Meeting  (10FYP)  for  SCP held by UN‐
Department for Social Development and Department of Economic and Social Affairs & UNEP in 2008. 
In addition  to a short history of education  for SCP,  there  is still a critical  lack of practical evidence 
about how we can encourage society in research and even policy arena although this issue is one of 
selected  areas  leading  by  UN,  especially  working  by  UNEP  office  to  respond  to  the Millennium 
Summit, the World Summit on Sustainable Development and the Marrakech Process. 

 
In particular,  the North‐East Asia has  significance  in  SCP when we  consider  those  countries’  rapid 
increasing energy  consumption and CO2 emissions  in  this  region.  In particular,  three  countries  i.e. 
China,  Japan and Republic of Korea  (ROK)  consist of a  leading group  in  the North‐East Asia which 
critically impacts incidental environmental problems due to either the rapid economic developmental 
growth or  its  advanced  economy  status.    These  three  countries  also has been not only  in  a  tight 
geographical  relationship  causing  adjoining  environmental  problems  but  also  the  close  political 
cooperation as shown in a series of recent round table meetings to address the SCP at a regional level 
together.  

 
Meanwhile, as argued in UN and research papers, it is clear that government has a vital role not only 
in shaping a national policy and strategies to support private sectors for Sustainable Production (SP) 
but also in strengthening individual empowerment for Sustainable Consumption (SC). It is noticeable 
that a diverse national framework such as a form of law, act and policy has actively been developed 
world‐wide to support relevant  initiatives and private companies promoting SP on via eco‐labelling 
programme  and  public  procurement  system  etc. However,  there  has  still  been  a  lack  of  efficient 
policy and its implemental strategies for SC to encourage public’s green purchasing. In addition to this 
dearth of policy status, research evidences collected from actual fields are also weak to put them into 
the policy development.   

 
It  therefore would be a great opportunity when we bring ESC policy decision‐makers, practitioners 
and  researchers  together  in  three  countries  i.e.  China,  Japan  and  ROK  based  on  the  rationales 
explained above. From the workshop, we can gain deeper understanding of sustainable consumption, 
especially about how government plays their critical role in public education. We also expect that this 
workshop can contribute to narrowing down the gap between policy and  its actual  implementation 
for education for sustainable consumption to build a sustainable society all together. 
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Aims 
The major aims of the regional workshop on Education  for Sustainable Consumption  (ESC)  in 

the North‐East Asia were: 
• Reporting current status of Education for Sustainable Consumption (ESC) in each country; 
• Providing an opportunity to both ESC responsible policy‐decision makers from governments 
and ESC experts  from NGOs, universities and  institutes  in one place  to exchange productive 
dialogues to make a narrow a gap between two arenas; 
• Supporting  future  ESC  policies  and  implementation  regarding  public  education  targeting 
consumers, and; 
• Addressing government political roles for public education targeting consumers’ choice in the 
North‐East  countries  and  other  countries  with  similar  economic,  political  and  cultural 
conditions. 

 
Targeted Invitees 

The  invitees  of  the  regional workshop  from  three  selected  countries  i.e.  China,  Japan  and 
Republic of Korea were: 

• Governmental  officers  responsible  for  Education  for  Sustainable  Consumption  policy  at  a 
national level,; 
• Practitioners  who  have  been  implementing  Education  for  Sustainable  Consumption, 
especially targeting public/consumers in actual fields, and; 
• Experts in ESC including university researchers and institutes at a national/international level. 
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WELCOME REMARKS 

 
Ms. Song Xiaozhi 

Vice‐director of Department of International Cooperation,  
Ministry of Environmental Protection, China 

 
 
 

Distinguished guests, ladies and gentlemen, Good morning 
 
I am very pleased to have the opportunity to participate in the Regional Workshop on Education for 
Sustainable Consumption in China, Japan and the Republic of Korea. I am also very glad to see experts 
and  researchers  from  international organizations,  and China,  Japan  and  the Republic of Korea  get 
together to discuss the issue of sustainable consumption from the view of education.   
 
With the development of global economy and society, we are faced with many problems concerning 
resources,  energy  and  the  environment.  These  problems  are  especially  serious  in  developing 
countries, such as China. 
 
Great  economic  achievements  have  been  made  in  China,  but  the  current  structure  of  China’s 
economy  is unreasonable and extensive modes of economic growth have not been  fundamentally 
changed. The  consumption of energy and  resources, as well as  the deterioration of  the ecological 
environment have become serious obstacles on the path to sustainable development.  
 
In  order  to maintain  the  coordinated  development  of  the  environment  and  the  economy, whilst 
continuing to  improve the living standards of the national citizens, the Chinese government has put 
forward a scientific outlook on development which is people‐oriented, coordinated and sustainable; 
they proposed  the new  concept of promoting  ecological  civilization;  set up  the  long  term  goal of 
building a resource‐conserving and environmentally  friendly society; adjusted  the relation between 
environment  and  economy  by  putting  forward  three  “historic  transformations”:  from 
overemphasizing economic growth to equally emphasizing the environment and the economy; from a 
backward  state  of  environmental  protection  to  environmental  protection  keeping  pace  with 
economic growth; from administrative approach to an integrated approach. This process will explore 
a new path of environmental protection tailor made for China. 
 
 
Sustainable production and sustainable consumption are the two main tasks  in building a resource‐ 
conserving  and  environmentally  friendly  society.  Large works have  been done  in  the  former  task, 
such as developing a circular economy, eco‐industry, eco‐agriculture and managing waste resources 
and cleaner production to change the production mode in China. These policies play very important 
roles  in  sustainable production  for our  country. At  the  same  time,  since  sustainable  consumption 
influences  sustainable  production,  the  promotion  of  sustainable  consumption  has  become  an 
important  issue  in  implementing  the  scientific development  concept  in China. Compared with  the 
large amount of works in sustainable production, the work in sustainable consumption is rather weak.  
Enterprises and the general public do not have a deep understanding of sustainable consumption. In 
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this  sense,  education  is  an  important  way  to  help  all  social  members  establish  the  concept  of 
sustainable consumption so as to realize sustainable development.  
 
The active participation of Government, enterprises, consumers and social communities  is urgently 
needed in implementing sustainable consumption. Building the model of sustainable production and 
consumption,  the  industrial  structure  of  energy  and  resources  conservation  and  environment 
protection,  the  mode  of  growth  and  consumption  patterns  are  basic  tasks  in  constructing  an 
environmental friendly society. The government is one of the largest purchase groups in our society. 
By  implementing policies of giving priority  to  the purchase of green products,  the government can 
guide  enterprises  to  produce  environmentally  friendly  products.  It  also  serves  as  a  role model  to 
guide the public on sustainable consumption. 
 
In  2006,  the  Chinese  government  developed  and  released  two  papers  entitled:  “Opinions  on 
Government Procurement of Environmental Label Products” and “List of Government Procurement 
of Environmental Label Products”. In the last two years, the type and quantity of products on this list 
has been gradually expanding. A positive attitude and practice in government green procurement will 
promote sustainable consumption in China.  
 
China's  works  on  sustainable  consumption  have  been  strongly  supported  and  helped  by  UNEP, 
UNESCO, and  the governments of  Japan and  the Republic of Korea.  In  this workshop, experts and 
researchers  from UNEP, UNESCO,  China,  Japan  and  Korea will  exchange  successful  experiences  in 
sustainable  consumption  in  each  country  and  explore  the  best  ways  to  promote  education  of 
sustainable consumption together.  
 
We believe that with the efforts of international organizations, governmental authorities, producers, 
consumers,  education  departments,  media  and  various  communities,  concepts  of  sustainable 
consumption of consumers will be strengthened continuously by promoting education for sustainable 
consumption step by step. At the same time, the work carried out in sustainable production will also 
benefit the consumer practice of the concept of sustainable consumption. It will play a positive role 
in the socio‐economic sustainable development. 
 
To  conclude,  I hope  this workshop will be a  complete  success, and wish you all a pleasant  stay  in 
Beijing. 
 

Thank you! 
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WELCOME REMARKS 

 
Prof. Zuoyu Zhou 

President, Faculty of Education 
Beijing Normal University 

 

Ladies and Gentleman, and distinguished guests, a very good morning to you 
 
On  the  occasion  of  the  “Regional workshop  on  Education  for  Sustainable  Consumption  in  China, 
Japan and Republic of Korea”, I am honoured, on behalf of the Faculty of Education, Beijing Normal 
University, to congratulate the organisers of this workshop on opening such a magnificent event. 
 
At  present,  the  consumption  problem  is  already  a  vital  issue  affecting  the  progress  of  global 
sustainable development.  Sustainable consumption is a worldwide issue that has rapidly developed 
and gained attention. The most important of the main commitments made at the World Sustainable 
Development  Summit  held  in  Johannesburg  in  2002  was  to  move  away  from  unsustainable 
consumption and the current production methods used throughout the world.  After the Summit, the 
United  Nations  Environment  Program  and  UN‐DESA  also  established  the  Ten  Year  Framework  of 
Programmes on sustainable consumption and production. 
 
China  is at the stage of industrialization and high speed development of  its society. As a developing 
country with such a huge population base, the sustainable consumption problem is very prominent in 
China.  The  Government  in  our  country  pays  great  attention  to  sustainable  development,  and 
therefore,  in  2005  the  State  Council  proposed:  “In  the  link  of  consumption,  it  should  vigorously 
initiate  consumption  in  a  environmentally  friendly way”,  the  goal  to  establish  the well‐off  society 
which was clearly proposed by the 17th National Congress of the Communist Party of China in 1997, 
one of which was to set up the ecological civilization to form a new consumption pattern. 
 
On  the  issue of  shifting  consumption  to  sustainable development,  the  importance of education  is 
highlighted day  by  day.  Education  is  the most  important mechanism  to  solve  present  patterns  of 
unsustainable  consumption. Consumption  concerns  lifestyle, which  is  always  regarded  as personal 
behaviour,  but  from  the point  of  view  of  sustainable  development,  lifestyle  is  also  seen  as  social 
behaviour.   Sustainable consumption means a  transformation of  lifestyle, and  this can enormously 
affect  social  production  practices  and  the  relevant  policy  formulation.  Therefore,  sustainable 
consumption requires the cooperation of the government, enterprises, schools, the media and from 
all  walks  of  life  within  society,  to  strengthen  the  awareness  of  sustainable  consumption  by  the 
consumers, to advance reform of  consumption altogether, and then to compel the entire society to 
shift towards sustainable development. 
 
In  the  development  path  of  the  global  economy,  we  should  develop  education  for  sustainable 
consumption not only at a national level but also at the regional  level as well as the global  level for 
common action. The realization of sustainable consumption requires the establishment of a series of 
guarantee mechanisms including market controls, production, rewards and punishment, propaganda 
and education mechanisms. The education and propaganda mechanisms need to deepen sustainable 
consumption from the level of awareness and knowledge towards the promotion of conscious action 
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of  consumers.  Higher  education  is  the  most  important  social  institution  to  produce  high‐level 
talented professionals of  society who have  the  responsibility  and  ability  to play  a  significant  role.  
Universities also play a very  important role  in training  for sustainable development knowledge and 
skills.  
 
China,  Japan,  and  Korea  are  located  in  a  unique  region,  in  relation  to  their  nature  and  cultural 
similarities, all have  the moral virtue of  thrift. How  to  inherit and  innovate  this unique nature and 
cultural content may help modernize sustainable consumption education in the outstanding historical 
and  cultural  traditions  of  Northeast  Asia.  A  second  important  question  is  how  to  cooperate  and 
develop the environmental education action which will respond to the sustainable development and 
consumption problem in Northeast Asia. We need experts to carry on communication, exchange and 
the discussion thoroughly. This workshop is a very good exchange platform. It is believed that based 
on this exchange with mutual trust and  interaction, we can have a future understanding to address 
the  correlating problems  in  this  region.  This workshop  can  also  lead  to  further  recognition of  the 
importance of education for sustainable consumption plays, and can promote beneficial inspiration in 
both theory and practice. 
 
Best  wishes  for  the  workshop  to  achieve  great  success!  I  hope  the  Center  for  Environmental 
Education  Communication,  Ministry  of  Environment  Protection  and  the  Institute  for  Global 
Environmental  Strategies  (IGES),  Environmental  Education  Center,  Beijing  Normal  University  can 
strengthen their mutual cooperation. 

 
Thank you for your attention. 
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WELCOME REMARKS 

 
Mr. DingDing Tang 

Director of Sino‐Japan Friendship Centre for Environmental Protection 
Ministry of Environmental Protection of China 

 
 

Distinguished guests, Ladies and Gentlemen, Good morning 
 
It is a great honour and pleasure for me today to address the workshop on Education for Sustainable 
Consumption in China, Japan and Korea. I would like to take this opportunity, on behalf of Sino‐Japan 
Environmental Protection Center and  in my own name, to express my warm congratulations to this 
meeting. 
 
What we will discuss in this workshop is very important. Since sustainable development established 
itself  as  a  common  view  for  the  whole  mankind  in  1990s,  people  have  recognized  that  both 
consumption  and  production  are  prerequisites  for  sustainable  development. After  Johannesburg’s 
World  Summit, UNEP  and UN Department of  Economic  and  Social Affairs  initiated  the Marrakech 
Process  to  promote  sustainable  consumption  and  production  worldwide.  In  China,  “to  promote 
energy‐saving  and  emission  reduction,  to  build  a  resource‐saving  and  environmentally  friendly 
society” is currently a pressing national mission. The sustainable consumption pattern is an essential 
part and driving force for an environmentally friendly society. 
 
However, in real life, there are still many people that believe “more consumption is better”, “material 
comfort means happiness”  and  “consumption helps development”.  This has proven  to be  a  great 
hindrance to the promotion of sustainable consumption. Therefore, we should give energetic support 
for the diffusion of sustainable consumption ideas, and for forming a dense, strong social atmosphere 
for sustainable consumption. Undoubtedly, both  formal education and  informal education will play 
essential  roles  in  this process. According  to  the views mentioned above, Sino‐Japan Environmental 
Protection Center has been in collaboration with partners from many sectors, including many of you 
here, to make great efforts for promoting environmental education and the diffusion of sustainable 
consumption.  I do hope  that we could continue and  reinforce our cooperative work  in  this  field  in  
the future. 
 
China, Japan and Korea share some common points. Each is located in East Asia. Each is an important 
country  in the world. Each has great number of consumers. However, there are differences among 
the  three  countries  as  well.  They  have  different  development  path,  development  history  and 
development  stage.  For  education  of  sustainable  consumption,  the  three  countries  would  have 
similar  understandings  and  policies,  as  well  as  different  ideas  and  actions.  I  do  believe  that 
communication and interchange among three countries can help to reach wise achievements. 
 
At the end, I would like to wish a great success for the workshop.  
 
Thank you for your attention. 
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KEY REMARKS 

Mr. ZHANG Shigang 
Country Coordinator, UNEP China Office 

Good morning, Ladies and gentlemen, Dear colleagues,  

I  am  delighted  to  have  the  opportunity  to  attend  this  Regional  Workshop  on  Education  for 
Sustainable  Consumption.  I  would  like  to  thank  you  all  for  your  support,  participation  and 
contribution  to  this workshop,  in  particular,  the  Institute  for Global  Environmental  Strategies  and 
Beijing Normal University, who organized this event. UNEP would like to join the host government of 
China  in welcoming  the  participants  from  China,  Japan  and  Korea  as well  as  other  international 
institutions to share your rich experience on sustainable consumption and environmental education. 

With  the  support of Ministry of Education and Ministry of Environmental Protection of China, and 
with active participation of UNESCO, UNESCAP and UNEP,  I believe  the meeting will achieve great 
success. 

UNEP  is mandated to assist the government to meet the challenges  in  integration of environmental 
dimensions into national development and planning processes. To fulfil this obligation, UNEP and UN 
DESA worked closely with the government and developed a global process, known as the Marrakech 
process,  to  support  a  10‐Year  Framework  of  Programs  (10YFP)  on  sustainable  consumption  and 
production, called for by the World Summit on Sustainable Development (WSSD) Johannesburg Plan 
of  Action.  The  Marrakech  process  is  engaging  an  active  participation  of  national  governments, 
development agencies, and civil society. The goals are to assist countries in their efforts to make their 
economies more  green,  to help  corporations develop  greener business models,  and  to encourage 
consumers  to adopt more  sustainable  lifestyle. With  the  support and  cooperation of governments 
and  stakeholders, UNEP has been working on demonstration, policy and guidelines on  sustainable 
consumption  and  production.  The  activities  and  achievements  will  be  shared  with  you  in  this 
workshop. 

The global financial crisis brings us a unique opportunity to adopt low carbon economy and a greener 
lifestyle. In this connection, the theme of this regional workshop is extremely valuable. Education and 
communication  are  powerful  tools  to  affect  the  consumption  behavior,  and  to  generate  the 
awareness of environmental  threats. “Your Planet Needs You  ‐ United  to Combat Climate Change” 
has become a common voice of the world citizens on this year’s World Environmental Day. 

In  responding  the  climate  change  challenge  and  economic  crisis,  China  has  launched  an  energy‐
conservation and emission reduction strategy. Korea  formulated their stimulating package with the 
highest  ranking of green  investment  in  the world.  Japan has  signed up  ‘the Green New Deal’. We 
hope this workshop will generate useful and practical recommendations on sustainable consumption 
as the regional contribution towards Copenhagen. UNEP will continue to work with governments and 
partners to respond to the environmental challenges in the region.  

I hope you have a fruitful discussion.  Thank you for your attention. 
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KEY REMARKS 

 
Mr. Min Binsta 

Programme Specialist, UNESCO Beijing Office 
(Presented by Mr. Joel Bacha,  

Programme Officer, Education for Sustainable Development, UNESCO Beijing Office) 
 
 
 
Ladies and Gentlemen, 

It is a great pleasure to be here this week to contribute to this important workshop on behalf of the 

UNESCO  Beijing Office.  I  share  these  key  remarks  on  behalf  of  our  colleague, Mr. Min  Bista,  the 

Education Programme Specialist based here  in Beijing, who apologizes that he could not be with us 

due to long‐planned missions to Sichuan Province here in China and to the DPRK.  

Education  for  Sustainable  Consumption  is  an  extremely  important  topic,  especially  in  light  of  the 

global economic  crisis,  international  concerns  for  food  security,  initial  signs of  climate  change and 

many  other  challenges  that  consumption  is  linked  to.  Education  for  Sustainable  Consumption  is 

influenced  by  our  values,  influence  by  our  decisions,  by  what  we  know  and  how  we  act.  Our 

consumption patterns dictate the way we live yet, at the same time, our choices are also determined 

by the options are available to us. So, whether we choose to purchase product A or product B, have 

the choice to drive to work or take public transportation, or have access to the goods that help us 

support  fair  trade…  the  decisions we make  all  effect  each  other  and  these  decisions  need  to  be 

sustainable. 

As  you may  know,  UNESCO  is  the  lead  agency  for  the  UN  Decade  of  Education  for  Sustainable 

Development, or Decade of ESD. This  is  a Decade of  learning  among people  from  all walks of  life 

about  how  to  lead  sustainable  lives.  In  terms  of  Education  for  Sustainable  Consumption,  ESD 

translates into learning to know, learning to do, learning to be, learning to live together and learning 

to transform ourselves and society to foster the skills, knowledge and values to make appropriate and 

informed consumer decisions. These habits should be taught early on and schools have an increasing 

role to play, as well as non‐formal and  informal education,  in equipping people with the knowhow 

and desire to make good choices. 
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UNESCO Beijing  is a dedicated partner  in the discussion on Education for Sustainable Consumption. 

We are grateful for IGES in emphasizing this important topic. IGES is an active Member on the Asia‐

Pacific UN DESD Interagency Steering Committee, along with UNEP and UNESCAP and this workshop 

complements discussions from last September’s Regional ESD Policy and Implementation Workshop, 

also coordinated by IGES.  Emphasized by colleagues at this workshop was the point that we need to 

“change our  lifestyles and  industrial structure based on mass production, consumption, and waste, 

and  establish  sustainable  consumption  and  production  systems  that  ensure  biodiversity.”  In  this 

workshop we have the chance to discuss the how, in terms of policy strategies, to build will for these 

changes.  

On behalf of colleagues at the UNESCO Beijing Office, I’d like to wish us all a fruitful set of discussions 

over the next two days.  

Thank you. 
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KEY REMARKS, OBJECTIVES AND SCOPES 
 

Dr. Mee Young Choi 
Project Manager, Capacity Development and Education Project 

 Institute for Global Environmental Strategies (IGES), Japan 
 
 
Key Remarks 

My distinguished guests and all participants today, 
 

I firstly would like to express my sincere appreciation to all the attendees today for taking the time to 
come to this regional workshop on Education for Sustainable Consumption (ESC). I am sure that this 
regional workshop will provide us a valuable opportunity to share idea s and experiences about ESC 
in our region and contribute to building a sustainable  low‐carbon society, especially amongst three 
countries i.e. China, Japan and Republic of Korea.  

 
I also would like to express my deep thanks to all key speakers, Ms. Xiaozhi Song, Mr. Dingding Tang, 
and Mr. Guang Xia  from Ministry of Environmental Protection  (MOP) of China, Mr. Zhang Shigang 
from UNEP and Mr. Joel Bacha on behalf of Mr. Min Bista from UNESCO‐Beijing for taking their time 
to make remarks in spite of their busy schedules. 

 
Especially,  I would  like to express my heartfelt thanks to Dr. Qing Tian at Environmental Education 
Center at Beijing Normal University and Ms. Song Xuhong & Ms. Yang Ke at Environmental Education 
and Communication Center at MOP. Without their constant help and support,  IGES could not make 
this consultation workshop today.  

 
Next year, 2010,  is the year of MarraKech 10‐Year Framework Plan (10YFP).  It also means that next 
year will be a  re‐starting platform  for another 10YFP.   Nevertheless,  there are still a critical  lack of 
knowledge,  experiences  and  research  evidences  in  ESC.  This  fact  adds  the  significance  to  the 
workshop on ESC today and I sincerely hope this opportunity can produce tangible outcomes which 
contribute to ESC policy and implementation arena. 

 
Objectives and Scopes 

Regarding  Education  for  Sustainable  Consumption  (ESC),  the  primary  question  of  this 
workshop  is “What  is  the government’s  role  in  influencing consumer choice  through education  for 
sustainable consumption? Therefore,  the ultimate  target group  is  individuals as we are  looking  for 
what kinds of factors and mechanisms influence/impact their consumption decisions.  
 
Target  items  are  eco‐label  which  are  green  products  aiming  at  sustainable/low‐carbon  society. 
However, please be aware of that heightened awareness of these kinds of products  is not a goal  in 
itself,  rather  it  is  a  tool  to  support  the goal of buying environmentally‐friendly products, which  in 
return is a means to the more abstract goal of protecting the environment.   
 
From the workshop, we are expecting to: 
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• Report current status of Education for Sustainable Consumption (ESC) in each country; 
• Provide  an  opportunity which  contribute  to  developing  practical  policies which  link  policy 
decision‐makers  and  practitioners/researchers  to  enable  them  to  implement  efficient  ESC 
together, especially regarding consumer education; 
• Support  future ESC policies and  implementation, especially  regarding government  roles  for 
public  education  in  the  North‐East  countries  and  other  countries  with  similar  economic, 
political and cultural conditions; 

 
In particular,  regarding policy objectives,  I sincerely hope this workshop can contribute to detailing 
the types of policies, programmes and activities that government can either implement or support to 
provide  education  for  sustainable  consumption  and  to  encourage  environmentally  responsible 
consumer‐citizenship. 
 
Again,  I  would  like  to  acknowledge  all  of  the  distinguished  guests  and  participants  of  today’s 
workshop on ESC.  

 
Thank you very much for your attention.  
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KEY MESSAGES OF THE WORKSHOP 
 

 

The Regional Workshop on Educational  for  Sustainable Consumption  (ESC)  in China,  Japan 
and Republic of Korea was highly  successful. Through  the  course of  the  three day workshops,  the 
participants were provided with a wealth of information centred on the investigation of policies and 
practical strategies to  influence consumer behaviour towards sustainable consumption.   One of the 
key focal points of this workshop became the analysis of consumer behaviour and the identification 
of  mechanisms  for  influencing  consumption  practices.  This  analysis  incorporated  a  very  holistic 
process from acknowledging the preconditioning factors and policies that shape consumption options, 
by framing the value and belief systems that support an individual’s appreciation for environmental 
protection and sustainable development, and  the clear  identification of  instruments and  tools  that 
are available to public bodies to build a strategy for consumer ESC upon. 

The  workshop  examined  four  key  sectors  for  shaping  and  influencing  a  societal  shift  towards 
Sustainable  Consumption  and  Production  (SCP)  and  Low‐Carbon  development.    First,  the 
international  consensus  for  SCP and ESC  that has developed over  the past decade and a half was 
examined.  Second,  the policy  frameworks  regarding  ESD  and  ESC  in China,  Japan  and Republic of 
Korea  were  illuminated.    Third,  the  work  of  the  institutional  and  NGO  sector  was  examined  to 
highlighted  key  opportunities  for  supporting  ESC  activities.  Finally,  numerous  good  practice  cases 
regarding ESC were detailed and illustrated.   

The  workshop  highlighted  the  policies  for  green  procurement,  sustainable  consumption  and 
education for sustainable consumption in each of the three countries.  In regards to each country, it 
was recognised that all have produced unique cases of good practice, but that they all face significant 
gaps in their implementation process.  The cross‐country dialogue provided significant opportunities 
for  highlighting  possibilities  for  improvement  in  each  country.    The  resulting  outcomes  of  these 
discussions was  a growing  consensus among  the workshop participants  that  long‐term benefits of 
this workshop should be formalised by the establishment of a regional consortium on Education for 
Sustainable  Consumption.  Furthermore,  it  was  suggested  that  this  consortium  could  provide 
important  leadership on ESC  in  the  international processes on SCP  i.e.  the Marrakech Process and 
Partnership for Education and Research about Responsible Living (PERL).   

The  discussions  on  good  practice  in  ESC  began  to  build  the  foundations  of  a  strong  strategy  for 
promoting consumer‐based ESC and encouraging sustainable consumption across the public sector.  
A primary feature of this strategy would be the recognition of the sustainable consumer as a socially 
responsible  citizen who  recognises his  role  in helping  to build a  low‐carbon,  sustainable  society. A 
second important feature encouraged by the workshops participants was the importance of framing 
the move toward sustainable  lifestyles as one that  is filled with possibilities and opportunities for a 
healthier and happier  society. Sustainable  consumption must not  just be  framed as a  lessening of 
material being, though this is an unequivocal reality, but as a transition towards a society that fairly 
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and  equitably  supports  human  well‐being.  Finally,  it  was  recognised  that  a  good  strategy  for 
consumer ESC will not just be based in policy and infrastructure changes, but that it will also work to 
reframe the cultural and social ideologies of development and work towards those key moments for 
catalysing  a  critical  transition  towards  a  sustainable  society  and  the  breaking  down  the  culture 
framework of unsustainable practices and consumption patterns. 
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OPENING SESSION 
16 JULY 2009, 10:00 TO 10:40 

 
Chairman:  
Mr. Guang Xia, Vice‐director of Sino‐Japan Friendship Environmental Protection Center 
Ministry of Environmental Protection of China 
 
Welcome Remarks:  
Ms. Xiaozhi Song, Vice‐director of Department of International Cooperation 
Ministry of Environmental Protection of China 
 
Prof. Zuoyu Zhou, President, Faculty of Education 
Beijing Normal University 
   
Mr. Dingding Tang, Director of Sino‐Japan Friendship Environmental Protection Center 
Ministry of Environmental Protection of China 
 
Key Remarks: 
Mr. Shigang Zhang, Project manager 
UNEP Beijing 
 
Mr. Min Bista, Programme Specialist for Education 
UNESCO Beijing 
 
Key Remarks: Objectives & scope of the regional workshop 
Dr. Mee Young Choi, Project Manager/Senior Policy Researcher,  
Capacity Development and Education Project 
Institute for Global Environmental Strategies 
 
 

Mr. Guang Xia opened the Regional Workshop on Education for Sustainable Consumption  in 
China,  Japan  and  Republic  of  Korea  by  kindly welcoming  all  of  the  participants  to  Beijing  and  by 
expressing his congratulations for a very successful workshop.   Mr. Guang Xia went on to  introduce 
each of the distinguished guests that were to make opening remarks at this morning session. 
 
Ms.  Xiaozhi  Song  was  the  first  to  provide  welcoming  remarks  on  behalf  of  the  Ministry  of 
Environmental  Protection  for  China.    She  conveyed  her  happiness  to  participate  in  this  regional 
workshop,  and  she  expressed  her  happiness  to  see  so many  experts  gathered  to  discuss  these 
important  issues.   Ms.   Xiaozhi  Song  continued by acknowledging  the many  challenges we  face  in 
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regards  to moving  forward  for sustainable development and  the key  role sustainable consumption 
plays  in building an environmentally  friendly society.   She  further acknowledged the  importance of 
education as a primary way to establish sustainable consumption and encourage the participation of 
the  public  in  the work  of  sustainable  development.   Ms.  Xiaozhi  Song  concluded  her  remarks  by 
conveying her wishes for the complete success of this workshop and for a pleasant stay in Beijing by 
all the participants. 
 
Professor Zuoyu Zhou gave welcoming remarks on the behalf of Beijing Normal University.  He began 
by  drawing  the  participants’  attention  to  the  critical  importance  of  Education  for  Sustainable 
Consumption (ESC).  He further expressed the fact that this regional workshop is being held at a point 
when the issue of sustainable consumption has recently gained rapid international attention as a key 
factor that affects the future of the entire world.   Professor Zuoyu Zhou drew attention to the fact 
that the main agreement from World Summit on Sustainable Development, held in Johannesburg in 
2002, was the  recognition of Sustainable Consumption and Production  (SCP) as the primary means 
for reaching sustainable development.  He also pointed out that the Chinese government has located 
sustainable development as a  key area of policy and  is  focussing efforts on promoting  sustainable 
consumption. 
 
Professor Zuoyu Zhou continued his remarks by explaining that sustainable consumption requires a 
transformation in people’s lifestyles.  The realisation of sustainable consumption, he stated, requires 
an  array  of  guarantee mechanisms  to  support  and  encourage  its  implementation  from multiple 
perspectives of reinforcement.  Furthermore, Professor Zhou encouraged that higher education has a 
significant role in training the leaders of the future who can respond to the challenges of sustainable 
development.   Recognising the unique nature and cultural histories  in Northeast Asia, he drew the 
participants’ attention to the importance of cooperation between the three countries that had been 
brought  together  in  this workshop  to  find  a way  to modernise  sustainable  development  into  the 
societies of Northeast Asia while maintaining respect for their unique characteristics.  In conclusion, 
Professor Zhou welcomed the participants to Beijing Normal University. 
 
Mr. Dingding Tang began his remarks by expressing his great pleasure to participate  in this regional 
workshop, and he also expressed on behalf of the Environmental Development Center of the Ministry 
of Environmental Protection of China his deepest  congratulations  for  the  complete  success of  this 
workshop.  What we address in this workshop, Mr. Dingding Tang acknowledged, has recently been 
recognised as an extremely important issue for humankind to address and was prioritised in the call 
from  WSSD  for  the  advancement  of  Sustainable  Consumption  and  Production.    He  also  drew 
attention to the reality  in China where though the Chinese government has begun to promote SCP, 
there are still many people who believe consumption means happiness and development.  Education, 
both  formal  and  informal, will  be  very  important  for making  the  transitions  that  are  needed  by 
society.  Mr. Dingding Tang acknowledged that the people represented at this workshop have already 
been working  in this field and cooperating across the region.   He concluded by expressing his hope 

3



 

 

 

that  from  this  workshop,  we  can  ensure  further  cooperation  across  Northeast  Asia  and  the 
promotion of Education for Sustainable Consumption. 
 
Mr.  Shigang  Zhang  began  his  comments  by  expressing  his  delight  to  participate  in  this  regional 
workshop and  to have the opportunity  to discuss key  issues  in regards to sustainable consumption 
and  education  for  sustainable  consumption.    He  kindly  thanked  all  of  the  participants  for  their 
cooperation in this workshop, and he furthered the appreciation of UNEP‐Beijing and MOEP to all of 
the participants  for  contributing  their  rich background and  knowledge  in ESC.   Mr.  Shigang Zhang 
went on to explain that UNEP and UNDESA have worked closely with governments to establish the 
Marrakech process with  the primary  goal of  engaging  governments, NGOs,  corporations,  and  civil 
society to develop a green development model and to encourage consumers to practice sustainable 
consumption.   He continued by drawing attention to  the  importance education and communication 
play as powerful tools to affect sustainable consumption and sustainable development.  In conclusion, 
Mr. Shigang Zhang conveyed his wishes for a successful and productive workshop. 
 
On the behalf of Mr. Min Bista, Mr. Joel Bacha conveyed his best wishes and kind regards.  Mr. Min 
Bista apologised for his absence due to being called away for urgent relief work in the west of China.  
Mr. Joel Bacha expressed his great pleasure in joining the workshop and to meet his fellow 
participants.  He drew attention to the importance that SCP plays in society’s movement towards 
sustainability, but he also pointed out the fact that sustainable consumption is a led by values and 
lifestyles while at the same time also being affected by what options are available.  Mr. Joel Bacha 
went on to explain that UNESCO is the main promoter of the United Nations Decade of Education for 
Sustainable Development, and thus the organisation is extremely happy to engage in and support 
meaningful workshops such as this one organised by the Institute of Global Environmental Strategies.  
UNESCO remains an active participant in the conversations on SCP and ESC.  Mr. Joel Bacha explained 
that UNESCO shapes its understanding and policy around the ‘Four Pillars of Education: Learning to 
know, Learning to do, Learning to live together, and Learning to be’, and furthermore he 
acknowledged that education plays the critical role is this process.   In conclusion, Mr. Joel Bacha 
expressed his own and Mr. Min Bista’s gratitude to IGES for organising this workshop and recognised 
the organisation’s active support of the Decade on Education for Sustainable Development. 
 
Dr. Mee Yong Choi provided the final remarks of this opening session by first providing a kind 
welcome to Beijing, and second by emphasising her great thanks and appreciation to all of the 
participants and especially to the session chairman and her fellow colleagues who had already made 
opening remarks.  She explained that this workshop was a follow up from the previous year’s 
workshop that had focused generally on Education for Sustainable Development, and it was clarified 
that the choice of focusing on education for sustainable consumption was based on last year’s 
comments that following workshops should be based on a narrower topic focus.  In the desire to 
proceed with the discussions, Dr. Mee Yong Choi drew the participants’ attention to the primary 
objectives of this workshop in the Concept Note:  

• Reporting the current status of Education for Sustainable Consumption (ESC) in each country; 
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• Providing an opportunity to both ESC responsible policy‐decision makers from governments 
and ESC experts  from NGOs, universities and  institutes  in one place  to exchange productive 
dialogues to make a narrow a gap between two arenas; 
• Supporting  future  ESC  policies  and  implementation  regarding  public  education  targeting 
consumers, and; 
• Addressing government political roles for public education targeting consumers’ choice in the 
North‐East  countries  and  other  countries  with  similar  economic,  political  and  cultural 
conditions. 

 
In  conclusion,  Dr. Mee  Yong  Choi  conveyed  her  desire  for  the  success  of  the workshop  and  the 
achievement of these aims, and also expressed her hope that all of the participants would find  it a 
meaningful and worthwhile experience. 
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SSEESSSSIIOONN  11  
1166TTHH

  JJUULLYY  22000099,,  1111::0000‐‐1122::4455  

  
REGIONAL EDUCATION FOR SUSTAINABLE CONSUMPTION (ESC) POLICY AND ITS STRATEGY 

Chairman: Mr. Gendong Shi, National Committee of ESD 
 
Regional ESC Policy and Its Strategy in the Northeast Asia 
Presentation, UNESCO‐Beijing, Mr. Joel Bacha 

The Green Growth Approach:  
For inclusive, sustainable and low‐carbon development in Asia and the Pacific 
Presentation, UNESCAP‐Bangkok, Mr. Simon Hoiberg Olsen  

Education and Sustainable Development in a Global Era 
Presentation, UNEP‐Beijing, Dr. Nanqing Jiang & Mr. Shigang Zhang 
 
 
  Mr. Gendong Shi began  this  session by  introducing his  role as  the Director of  the National 
Committee of ESD.  The floor was then open to the opportunity for each participant in the workshop 
to briefly introduce themselves.  Mr.  Gendong Shi then continued by calling for a show of gratitude 
for  Dr.  Choi  and Dr.  Tian  for  their  hard work  in  organising  and  hosting  this workshop.   He  then 
provided a brief introduction of the presenters for this session. 
 
Mr.  Joel Bacha began his presentation by drawing attention to the many gaps that exist  in current 
strategies for ESC, and he went on to explain that the purpose of his presentation was to provide key 
points  of  discussion  for  the  rest  of  the workshop.    The  presentation  started with  a  simulation  of 
having to select between two cups of coffee with one being slightly more expensive than the other.  
Mr. Bacha asked the participants which one they would choose, and after this explained the reasons 
for  the  difference  in price  based  on  the more  expensive  one  being  grown  through  fair‐trade  and 
ecologically  sound  practices.    This  simulation  became  an  important  discussion  point  that  was 
reflected upon multiple  times  in  the workshop discussions around how we buy, what we buy, and 
what  influences our consumer behaviours. Mr. Bacha explained  that we must consider knowledge, 
values/attitudes, and skills when thinking about ESC.  
 
Mr.  Joel Bacha went on  to explain how within  international policy ESC  is  viewed  to  lie within  the 
broader spectrum of ESD.   Furthermore, ESC is identified as a key lever for addressing major, global 
sustainable  development  priorities.    The wider  background  of  ESD was  presented  as  being  based 
within substantial global challenges, but that the real focus and what urgently needs to be learned is 
how  to  reach  a  just  and  sustainable  society  by  2050.    Within  a  framework  of  Education  for 
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Sustainable  Consumption,  Mr.  Bacha  identified  four  thrusts  for  learning:  1)  Reorient  existing 
education  programmes;  2)  Promote  access  to  quality  basic  education;  3)  Promote  public 
understanding  and  awareness;  and  4)  Provide  practical  training.   UNESCO  has  been working with 
many partners  to  coordinate work on  ESD  and  is now  in  the process of producing  an  ESD  toolkit 
publication. 
 
Mr. Joel Bacha presented six policy lessons for ESC that have been learned by the work of UNESCO to 
complete ESD consultations. First, there is a need to incorporate ESD into national development plans.  
Second, attempts should be made to establish inter‐ministerial support for ESD.  Third, ESD should be 
internalised within national budget structures.   Fourth, ESD capacity building for policy makers and 
educators should be strengthened.  Fifth, teaching and learning approaches should be centred on the 
school and the community.  Sixth, ESD should be linked with ongoing programmes and the principles 
should  be  mainstreamed  into  existing  education  processes.    Finally,  Mr.  Bacha  concluded  by 
providing a Systems Map for understanding how consumer decisions and behaviours are influenced.  
This was provided not as a final model, but as a means for stimulating further discussion. 
 
Mr. Simon Hoiberg explained that the main work of UNESCAP is on the Green Growth Approach, but 
also  suggested  that  there  is  an  important  link  between  ESC  and Green Growth.    Considering  the 
impacts of the current triple crisis of financial, fuel and food, Mr. Hoiberg identified the overlapping 
and interlinked nature of the problems we are facing.  He further suggested that we must be careful 
to recognise that attempts to find solutions in one area can quickly lead to problems in other sectors 
such as the example with the uptake of biofuels and the resulting spike in food prices.  Furthermore, 
he  identified many  of  the  challenges  that  exist  in  regards  to  the  current  growth model,  but  also 
argued that we must recognise the numerous opportunities that are arising for progression towards a 
more sustainable society. 
 
Mr.  Simon Hoiberg  suggested  that  in  forming  a  solution  to  these  challenges,  the  concept of  Low‐

Carbon Green Growth promote a paradigm shift in our development approaches.  The Environment 

and Development Division (EDD) at UNESCAP is working to advance green growth through a holistic 
and multi‐sectoral approach.  EDD has promoted policy dialogues and created forums for discussions 
across various ministries.  Mr. Hoiberg also explained that EDD is cooperating closely with the Seoul 
Initiative Network on Green Growth (SINGG) programme  in Korea.   This work  is based on four main 
strategies: policy forums, a leadership programme, pilot projects and networking.  Mr. Hoiberg went 
on  to  explain  his own work  in  establishing  the Green Growth Capacity Development  Programme.   
The methodology for this programme is based on a Sustainable Livelihoods Approach (SLA), a Holistic 
approach  (creating  cross‐sectoral  linkages),  and  Integrated  Sustainability  Assessments  (ISA).   Mr. 
Hoiberg  further  identified  four  paths  to  Green  Growth:  the  greening  of  business  and  markets; 
sustainable  consumption  and  production;  sustainable  infrastructure;  and  green  tax  and  budget 
reform.  In conclusion, he explained how Education for Green Growth can be linked closely with ESC. 
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Dr. Nanqing Jiang began by explaining that UNEP Beijing is not involved in many specific activities on 
ESC, and thus  the presentation would  focus more on general ESD and SCP  issues while providing a 
broad  scope  on  issues  of  development.    To  begin, Dr.  Jiang  drew  attention  to  the mixed  results 
globalisation has  created with many  areas of Asia,  and especially China, having gained quite a  lot 
through globalised development, while  for much of Africa and Latin America  the process has been 
highly damaging.   The  results of  this process have  led  to both  convergence and divergence  in  the 
global economy with some regions vastly over‐consuming while other areas are locked into cycles of 
poverty and under‐consumption.   
 
Dr.  Nanqing  Jiang  reminded  the  participants  that  we  must  not  overlook  the  significance  and 
importance of globalisation on the modern development process.   While this workshop talks about 
issues surrounding sustainable development, it  is still globalisation that  is the real framing objective 
of modern development practices.  Dr. Jiang pointed to the 1989 Washington Consensus that shaped 
the policy advice  to be offered by  the  International Monetary Fund and  the World Bank around a 
series of market based reforms and an orientation towards free trade and high consumption and the 
paralleled lack of any consideration for sustainable development within this consensus as a key factor 
in  society’s  advancement  of  unsustainable  practices  of  development.    Dr.  Jiang  concluded  her 
presentation by explaining the role UNEP plays  in supporting SCP and  its mandate “to support  local 
demonstrations and pilot efforts”.   
 
The chairman, Mr. Gendong Shi, finished the session after a round of questions by highlighting two 
keys points that we should consider from the presentations and discussion.   First, we should clearly 
distinguish  the  concepts  and  values  that  we  cherish  as  they  relate  to  ESD.    Second,  it  is  then 
extremely  important  to discuss how we will  implement  sustainable  consumption practices  and  to 
identify clear opportunities for participating  in sustainable consumption.   He drew point to the fact 
that China has been building  its ESD programme  for  ten years, and yet still the actual practice and 
implementation lags behind.  The final suggestion made by Mr. Gendong Shi was that the outcomes 
of this workshop should be presented as proposals for local and national policy makers, educational 
curriculum developers, and other stakeholders.  
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Joel Bacha
UNESCO Beijing
Cluster Office for China, 
DPRK, Japan, Mongolia 
and the Republic of Korea

A
Medium cup of coffee

24 yuan

B
Medium cup of coffee

20 yuan.

Coffee grows in environmentally-
friendly areas and plantations are 

run by families and small businesses.

Workers are paid a liveable wage 
and their lives often improve.

Coffee grows on large corporate 
farms and mass production is 

often harmful to the environment.

Workers are paid, but the wage isn't 
always enough to raise a  healthy 

family.

Consumer Choices

Knowledge
(e.g. access to 

information)

Skills
(e.g. holistic / 

systemic thinking)

Values/Attitudes
(e.g. respect for 

others)

Consumer Choices

Informed, 
appropriate 
decisions

Considering that:
ESC is recognized as a pillar of ESD because it contributes to 

responding to the challenges of the global society;
ESC is the part of ongoing values debate about quality of life; and
ESC contributes to the development of citizenship through social and 
ethical responsibility and to a culture of peace;

Governments are urged to:
Integrate ESC in all formal and informal systems of education;
Ensure that ESC respects the importance of indigenous knowledge 
and alternative lifestyles; and
Incorporate intergenerational learning into ESC. 

4th International Conference on 
Environmental Education (Tbilisi +30)
Ahmedabad, India, 24-28 November 2007

9



Education for Sustainable 
Development (ESD)
Education for Sustainable Development is a vision of education that seeks to 
empower people to assume responsibility for creating a sustainable future.

Learning for Change 
(ESD)

©  S. Faison

Sustainable 
Development 
Challenges

© Carf

2009 
6.7 billion people

© ss_kriegsberichter

© rhythm beating sil
ence aka rbs

Peaceful, Just,
Sustainable

World

2050
9 billion people

© M. Foley

© UNESCO / LC. Tan

© k9mq

UN Decade of Education for 
Sustainable Development (2005-2014)

Vision
A world where everyone has the opportunity to 
benefit from education and learning the values, 

behaviours and lifestyles required for a 
sustainable future and for positive societal 

transformation

Learning for Sustainable 
Consumption

Thrust 1:
Promote Access to Quality 

Basic Education

Thrust 2:
Reorient Existing 

Education Programmes

Thrust 3: 
Promote Public 

Understanding and 
Awareness

Thrust 4:
Provide Practical Training

Education for 
Sustainable 

Consumption

Within a framework of Education for Sustainable Development (ESD)

8

LLeeaaddeerrsshhiipp::
MMiinniisstteerriiaall  

aanndd  HHiigghh--lleevveell
PPoolliiccyy

MMoonniittoorriinngg  
aanndd  AAsssseessssmmeenntt

RReeoorriieennttiinngg  
FFoorrmmaall  aanndd
NNoonn--ffoorrmmaall
CCuurrrriiccuullaa

NNaattiioonnaall  
DDeevveellooppmmeenntt  

PPrriioorriittiieess

MID-DECADE VISION

ESD Coordination in the Asia-
Pacific Region

SSuussttaaiinnaabbllee  
CCoonnssuummppttiioonn
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Participants: Senior Officials from ESD-related line ministries, national ESD 
coordinators and key ESD partners and national actors

SS..  AAssiiaa  ((66))

CC..  AAssiiaa  
AAllmmaattyy  ((44))

MMeekkoonngg  ((55))

CC,,  AAssiiaa  
TTeehhrraann  ((44))

EE..  AAssiiaa  ((44))

SSEE  AAssiiaa  ((55))

Build additional capacity
for ESD leadership, 

coordination and monitori
ng at the national level

Asia-Pacific Sub-regional ESD 
Consultations

East Asia ESD Coordination and 
Capacity Building Workshop
Hangzhou, China, 28-30 October 2009

Chinese National Commission for UNESCO
Beijing Academy of Educational Sciences
Beijing ESD Association
Japanese Ministry of Education, Culture, Science and Technology
ESD-J
Mongolian Ministry of Education, Culture and Science
Mongolian National Academy of Sciences
National University of Mongolia
Yonsei University, Republic of Korea
Korean National Commission for UNESCO
Asia-Pacific Cultural Centre for UNESCO (ACCU)
IGES
Swiss Development Agency (SDC)
UNEP
UNESCO

Incorporate ESD into national development plans ESD not only 
needs to be included on the national agenda, but also incorporated 
into national sustainable development strategies, national poverty 
reduction strategies, education sector development plans, etc. 

Establish inter-ministerial support for ESD Cross-sectoral 
collaboration is seen as essential for linking ESD to ongoing 
education initiatives, the MDGs and other programmes in order to 
steer education and learning towards addressing national 
sustainable development priorities.

Internalize ESD within national budget structures Budget 
ownership needs to be advocated for ESD within the 
relevant ministries, starting with education.

Sub-regional ESD Consultations:
Policy lessons for ESC

Establish support for capacity building ESD capacity is needed for 
policy makers, for educators (to support the integration of thematic 
content into curricula and relevant pedagogy and learning), and for 
national ESD indicator development and monitoring.

Centre teaching and learning approaches on the school and 
community Parents, teachers, students and community leaders all 
have a role to play in localizing content. Curriculum development can 
then benefit by including teachers and schools in decision-making 
processes along with policy planners and development partners. 

Link ESD to ongoing programmes ESD is better strategized 
through mainstreaming principles and content into existing education 
processes and activities, such as national concern for climate 
change. 

Sub-regional ESD Consultations:
Policy lessons for ESC
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Sustainable Consumption (China)
Sustainable Food Consumption (Indonesia)
Consumerism (India)
Overconsumption of fossil fuels (Brunei)
High volume of solid waste (Brunei)

LLIINNKKEEDD  PPRRIIOORRIITTIIEESS
Conservation of Energy
Natural resources 
management
Climate change
Deforestation
Poverty
Unemployment

Political instability
Food security
Urban-rural disparities
Distribution of wealth
Preservation of culture
Biodiversity
Health

Sub-regional ESD Consultations:
Priorities related to ESC

Climate change can cause... 
Changing weather patterns
Melting Glaciers
Rising Sea Levels
Floods
Droughts
Desertification
Loss of Biodiversity
Spreading Disease
and more global challenges

Consumer 
decisions

More heat is 
trapped in the 
atmosphere

The rate of 
climate 
change 
increases

Electricity 
consumption

Fossil fuels 
such as coal 
and natural 
gas are burned 
to make 
electricity

CO2 is 
released 
into the 
atmosphere

Education for Sustainable 
Consumption

Sustainable Consumption: 
Thinking holistically

Education for 
Sustainable 

Consumption

Formal
non-formal

informal

Awareness
Raising
Training

SOCIETY
Government

Business
Media

Access to 
options 

Consumer 
decisions

Choices

INDIVIDUAL
Knowledge

Skills
Values

Attitudes

Access to 
education

Reorienting 
Curricula

Sustainable Consumption: 
Policy strategies for what? Thank You

Joel E. Bacha
UNESCO Beijing

j.bacha@unesco.org
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For inclusive, sustainable and low-
carbon development in Asia and the 

Pacific

Mr Simon Hoiberg Olsen
Environment and Development Policy Section

Environment and Development Division
ESCAP

The Green Growth Approach
Outline

1. Why do we need Green Growth?
1. Problems, challenges, 

2.

2. ESCAP focus and overview of EDD work
1. Promotion of Green Growth

3. Green Growth Capacity Development 
Programme a brief overview

4. Some tools to steer towards sustainable 
consumption

Impact of the triple crisis
The fuel, food and financial crises has had a 
compounding negative impact on many 
countries.

The full impact is not yet known, but usually 
it is the poor who suffer most. (FAO 1 bill 
hungry)

This may also lead to a risk of increasing the 

environmental absorptive capacity

Other Challenges to Growth
Unsustainable growth patterns

Fuel, food and financial crises
Environmental degradation
POVERTY
Climate Change

precipitation/drought climatic variability
Loss of biodiversity
Ecosystem and land degradation
Resource scarcity

- Ban Ki-moon.
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Low-Carbon Green Growth as a Solution

Paradigm shift from current development 
approaches - Low carbon green growth.

Economic progress that is ecologically 
sustainable and fosters low-carbon, socially 
inclusive development. 

Key elements to greening recovery 
strategies

Reorientating industrial policy to a low-carbon 
development path; 

Getting the economic incentives and disincentives 
right; and

Promoting green industries and jobs with focus 
on sustainable infrastructure 

ESCAP Focus

65th ESCAP Commission Session (April 2009, 
Bangkok) addressed the triple 
food/fuel/financial crisis

66th ESCAP Commission Session (May 2010, 
Rep of Korea) will examine green growth 
policy options for these crises and for 
advancing the MDGs 

Environment and Development Division 
(EDD)

Environment and Development Policy Section, 
Sustainable Urban Development Unit
Energy Security Section
Water Security Section
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EDD as a Promoter of Green Growth
Broad target group Ministry of Energy, Water 
Resources, Development and Planning, Industry, 
Commerce and Trade, etc.
By a holistic and multi-sectoral approach:
Regional platform for trans-boundary cooperation 
the MCED, Green Growth policy dialogues, forums, 
etc.
Technical assistance for 1) application of green 
growth policy tools, 2) SINGG leadership, 3) water 
and energy efficiency programmes etc.

* (Ministerial Conference on Environment and Development)

Cooperation with Korea: SINGG

Policy 
Forum

Leadership
Programme

Pilot 
Projects

Net-
working

Policy Dialogue
Senior Policymaker
Issue Identifying
Experience sharing

Green Growth

Capacity building
Working level
2-weeks intensive
Practical training

GG in action
Country initiated
Fin. support from 

ESCAP
6 projects 

Action-based 
network

E-bulletin
SINGG Secretariat

Green Growth Capacity Development 
Programme (GGCDP)

Conceived in September 2008

Funded by KOICA (Korea International Cooperation Agency)

Main partners: ESCAP, Regional SCP 
Helpdesk/CSC

First Training of Trainers Seminar

Methodology for GGCDP

Sustainable Livelihoods Approach (SLA)

Holistic approach (cross sectoral linkages)

Integrated Sustainability Assessment (ISA)
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Sustainable Livelihoods Approach (SLA)

The Social Dimension of Green Growth

Participatory Approach to Low Carbon 
Development

Holistic and
multi sectoral 

Cross Sectoral Linkages

Integrated Sustainability Assessment (ISA) The Paths to Green Growth

1. The Greening of Business and Markets

2. Sustainable Consumption and Production

3. Sustainable Infrastructure

4. Green Tax and Budget Reform

Focus of the paths: Improving access, 
promoting inclusive sustainable development, 

low-carbon solutions, poverty reduction
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Green Tax and Budget Reform (GTBR)
Green Tax and Budget Reform (GTBR) is a 

fundamental fiscal policy instrument for: 
reducing poverty; 
raising fiscal revenues; 
improving eco-efficiency,  public health, 
and environmental quality. 
It is a key driver for the other Paths to Green 
growth: sustainable infrastructure, greening 
business, and sustainable consumption and 
production.

GGCD in Context
Assist capacity development of cross ministerial groups 
on interlinked issues on the greening of economic 
growth
Designing policies to facilitate ACCESS and inclusive
sustainable development
Promote Green Growth as a solution for addressing  
current development challenges
Create a regional network of Green Growth 
practitioners 
Provide classroom and online (e-learning) training
Assist with the integration of Green Growth concepts 
into socio-economic planning

Tools to educate the public on SCP 
can include:

1. Green Public Procurement
2. Promotion of alternative growth 

strategies (GNH or SE)
3. Focus on quality as well as quality of 

growth
4. Awareness raising campaigns
5. Pricing policies

17



Leading examples 
The Chinese resource-saving society

The 3R (reduce, reuse and recycle) concept in 
Japan. 

The Thai Sufficiency Economy Philosophy-
Royal Projects in Thailand 

The concept of Gross National Happiness by 
the Royal Government of Bhutan

Plastic bags bans/pricing system

Disposal vs. rechargeable batteries

Sustainable 
pattern of CP

Regulations, 
emission 
standards

Life-cycle 
approach

Sustainable/
Green 

Procurement

Role  of Various Actors

GB

GTBR

SCP

Consumers

Individuals 
Peer pressure
Symbols, 

beliefs, 
traditions

DSM

Institutions 
Competition
Standards, 

eco-labelling
Requirements 

Growth
Showing good practices within the paths

Providing ideas for fiscal policy tools (GTBR)

Emphasizing public procurement (SCP &GB)

Awareness campaigns (radio in Cambodia, 
posters, websites)

Inclusion of Green Growth into university 
curricula 
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Thank you and visit our green growth portal!

www.greengrowth.org
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Education and 

Sustainable Development 

in a Global Era

Nanqing Jiang, Shigang Zhang
UNEP China Office

16 July 2009

Globalization

The accelerated movement of goods, services, 
capital, people and ideas across national borders. 
The latest phase of globalization is qualitatively 
distinct

triggered by the abandonment of the Bretton 
Woods agreements on fixed exchange rates in early 
1970s;
improvement in the speed and costs of 
communications

Development

Example: East Asia as demonstrating what can 
be gained from globalization by less developed 
countries.
How about Latin America and Africa?
Nobel Laureate economist Joseph Stiglitz:

that globalization is inherently neither good nor bad 
since it all depends on how it is managed. 

Relationship between Globalization 

and Development 

Convergence and divergence in the global 
economy: under- and over- consumption
The role of nation states in a globalised world.
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Sustainable Development

The concept of need , in particular the essential 
needs of the world s poor, to which overriding 
priority should be given
The idea of limitations imposed by the state of 
technology and social organization on the 
environment s ability to meet present and future 
needs (WCED, 1987, p. 43).

UNEP mandate:

Sustainable Consumption and 

Production (SCP)

To identify new strategies and approaches for 
realigning current patterns with an eye to 
supporting local demonstration and pilot efforts 
for testing and then packaging results for 
broader transfusion globally. 

UNEP Activities

The 10-year Framework of Programmes on Sustainable 
Consumption and Production (10YFP) (Marrakech 
Process)

to assist countries in their efforts to green their economies 
to help corporations develop greener business models 
to encourage consumers to adopt more sustainable lifestyles. 

Participants

UNEP and UN DESA are the lead agencies of this global 
process, with an active participation of national governments, 
development agencies, and civil society.

Task Forces 
eco-labeling in Africa; 
national action plans on SCP; 
developing tools and supporting capacity building 
in the areas of sustainable public procurement; 
sustainable tourism projects; 
networks on product policy to encourage more 
innovation in product eco-design and performance; 
sharing best policy practices on energy efficiency in 
buildings; and 
promotion of sustainable lifestyles and education. 
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Education for Sustainable 

Development

The second World Summit on Sustainable 
Development (WSSD): Johannesburg in 2002

education had the potential to play a major role in 
the future realization of a vision of sustainability 
that links economic well-being with respect for 
cultural diversity, the Earth and its resources
(UNESCO, 2007, p. 6).

United Nations General Assembly adopted
Resolution 57/254 and declared the period 2005 2014 
as the Decade for Education for Sustainable 
Development (DESD). 

The Role of Education

To increase the importance of international trade in 
economic development    
Comparative advantage can be engineered in 
national economies in more diverse ways without 
respect to natural resource endowments. 
Knowledge economy :  with rapid advancements in 

science and technology, particularly with information 
and communications technologies, enhances the 
importance of knowledge and ideas in production 
and services.  

Japan and the East Tiger Economies

Characteristics:  
geo-political advantages
the fortuitous timing of initial industrialisation
the role played by the developmental states 
which, as Wade argues, govern rather than 
follow the market
Education and skills

Education supports rapid economic 

growth
encouraging foreign investment
enabling technology transfer
promoting productivity
upgrading the skills base as required for 
each successive economic shift to higher 
value-added areas of manufacturing and 
service industry
enhancing state capacity by producing well 
educated and, competent civil servants 
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China 

Record of economic growth resembles the earlier 
achievements of the East Asian tigers. 
Uneven development and its society is becoming 
increasingly unequal.   
Costs to the environment caused by escalating energy 
consumption, place in question the sustainability of the 
Chinese model.
China s achievements in basic education

educational expansion is occurring very unevenly 
across the country        
authorities have been attempting to reinforce 
legitimacy and paper over the cracks in national unity 
and social cohesion

Globalization, Sustainable 

Development and Education

We positioned economic growth as central to 
successful globalisation .
We did not explore in each of our country cases 
whether stocks of all types of capital had increased 
over time

man-made capital 
environmental or natural capital or social

capital
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NATIONAL EDUCATION FOR SUSTAINABLE CONSUMPTION (ESC) POLICY AND ITS IMPLEMENTATION IN JAPAN 

 
Chairman: Mr. Martin Schweighofer, UNESCAP 

National Policy and Strategies for Sustainable Consumption in Japan:  
Centred on Public Education 
Presentation, Quality‐of‐Life Policy Bureau, The Cabinet Office of Japan, Mr. Masahiro Sato and 
Mr. Yoshifumi Ayusawa 
 
Education for Sustainable Consumption Good Practice  in Japan 
Presentation,  Green  Purchasing  Network  of  Japan  &  Tokyo  City  University,  Prof.  Hideki 
Makahara and Dr. Masahisa Sato 
 
 

  Mr. Martin Schweighofer began  this session with  the  introduction of a new participant  in  the 
workshop, Mr. Baiyu Shen, The Director of the Division for Curriculum Development at the Ministry of 
Education of China.  Mr. Baiyu Shen introduced the work that his division is undertaking in ESD and ESC, 
and he conveyed his support and congratulations for a successful workshop.  Mr. Schweighofer went on 
to introduce the presenters from Japan. 
 
Mr. Yoshifumi Ayusawa, on behalf of himself and Mr. Masahiro Sato, began the first presentation of this 
session.  First, Mr. Ayusawa explained that Japan is working to promote ESC both locally and nationally.  
ESC  is  regarded as one of  the main areas of Education  for  Sustainable Development, while  the basic 
scheme  is  promoted  through  consumer  policies  and  consumer  education.    He  also  highlighted  two 
recent developments in consumer education: the ‘Multi‐stakeholder forum on Social Responsibility for a 
Sustainable Future’ and the establishment of the ‘Consumer’s Affair Agency’.   
 
Mr. Yoshifumi Ayusawa went on to explain the importance the UN Decade of Education for Sustainable 
Development has had on policy formation in Japan by bringing together many activities under the main 
focus  of  ESD.    Following  the  launch  of UNDESD,  the  Japanese  government  held  an  Inter‐Ministerial 
meeting of cabinet members to identify the policy priorities and established an ‘Action Plan for UNDESD’.  
Mr. Ayusawa explained that Japan has continued to promote ESD  in civil society with the support and 
connection of international organisations.  He also explained that the nature of consumer education and 
consumer policy has dramatically shifted over  the  last half‐century.   The Consumer Policy Acts  in  the 
mid‐1960s established means to protect the consumer, but now policy is moving away from protection 
to  independence.   Mr.    Ayusawa  brought  this  into  the modern  context with  regards  to  the  ‘Multi‐
stakeholder  forum  on  Social  Responsibility  for  a  Sustainable  Future’  established  in  2009  and  by 
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identifying its focus on ‘consumer citizenship education’ as the growing trend in ESC policy advancement 

in Japan. 
 
Professor Hideki Nakahara and Dr. Masahisa Sato began the second presentation by outlining the brief 
history of ESC policy in Japan.  They went on to pose the question “What is Consumer Education?”; and 
they provided the suggestion that the continuum of consumer education can be limited or extensive 
depending on the how we define “the consumer” and what areas we identify to influence the consumer.  
Professor Nakahara and Dr. Sato explain that in modern society the role of the consumer is often seen 
as “to drink up, to eat up, and to use up” and that links between these activities and the destruction of 
the natural world must be made explicit.  They also presented evidence to demonstrate that there is not 
a correlation between income and happiness. 
 
Professor Hideki Nakahara and Dr. Masahisa Sato explained that in 2007 the International Panel of 
Climate change clearly linked modern society’s unsustainable practices and consumption as a driving 
factor in global climate change.  Thus for achieving sustainable development, Sustainable Consumption 
and Production is extremely important, but currently even mere acceptance still remains critical in many 
sectors of society.  Professor Nakahara and Dr. Sato argued for the promotion of green consumption at 
the household level to engender significant changes, but also acknowledged that unlike the market and 
the social infrastructure there is currently no regulation placed on households for their consumption 
practices. 
 
Professor Hideki Nakahara and Dr. Masahisa Sato continued by presenting a case study of the Green 
Purchasing Network (GPN) in Japan.  The network has grown rapidly with now over 3,000 members, 
thus making it one of the largest environmental organisations in Japan.  GPN undertakes many different 
activities including case studies, training courses, promotional material, and product database.  The 
early work of GPN was supported by the government, but Professor Nakahara and Dr. Sato also 
identified several factors of success for why it has grown into such a significant organisation.  These 
include the involvement of a wide range of actors, regulatory support from government regarding GPN 
initiatives, the development of quality information provision, and an earlier connection with several 
major environmentally conscious companies.  Regarding the future of GPN, the presenters suggested 
that there is a greater need to focus on the local level, to raise the rigor of the classification criteria, to 
provide capacity building for purchasing managers, and finally to directly work to change consumers’ 
behaviours.    The GPN has continued its work by developing green purchasing guidelines and a GPN 
database.  The GPN has also co‐organised an international conference, and is now also completing a 
pilot project in the field of carbon offsetting. 
 

The discussions that followed these presentations took a focus on how best to influence the consumer.  
Though issues concerning regulating consumer behaviour were discussed, it was recognised that in 
Japan social pressure had been the key factor in the promotion of sustainable consumption.  Professor 
Nakahara also explained how the government’s policies for green public procurement had provided the 
basis for opening up a public market green sector.  The public procurement strengthened the base of 
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environmentally‐friendly products and helped to reduce their overall costs.  Finally, it was suggested 
that this made a significant impact because the two major factors consumers regard are for high‐quality 
and low‐cost. 
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ESC in Japan

Prof. Hideki Nakahara
Faculty of Environmental & Information Studies

Tokyo City University
Chair of Green Purchasing Network

Beijing16 July 2009

History of ESC in Japan
1992: MoE introduced Consumer Education in School 

curriculum
1996: Established Green Purchasing Network
1999: 1st Eco Products Fair
2000: Enacted Green Purchasing Law
2003: METI started Sustainable Consumption

Project(~2005)
2004: MoE published Consumer  Education Text Book for

High School
2005: Cabinet Office supported to develop Environmental 

Consumer Education
2006: Started Teacher Training Course of Environmental Consumer 

Education
2008:METI started Ecological Foot Print Project

:TCU introduced Carbon Offset for TCU Fair

What is Consumer 
Education?

Factor Affecting Consumer Decisions

External Factors Personal Factors
Economic System Resource
Political System Lifecyle
Social System Tension Values and Goals
Ecological Influence Needs and Wants
Technological Influence Lifestyle

Decision Making Process

Problem-Issues Consequences
Information Decisions-Action
Alternatives Evaluation

Consumer Decision-Action Area

Resource Management Citizen Participation

Financial Planning Consumer Protection
Conservation Consumer Assertiveness

Influence

Influence
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Individuals and Groups 
Activety Participating

In Consumer Education
programs

Shuld Gain Competence in the 
Knowledge and Skills Neede

To Make Decisions and Take Action
As Consumer

Consumer Behaviors

Questioning Planning Purchasing, Partipating Influensing
Conservation         as Citizen                 Change

Consumer Education Continuum

Limited Extensive

Coping

What is Consumer?
1. To drink up, to eat up, to use up

2. Disappear

3. To be destroy

Consumer is destroyer!!: 
We are destroyer!?

CONSUMER
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FOURTH ASSESSMENT REPORT
IPCC report Global climate change is "very likely" to 

have been human-induced, the Intergovernmental 
Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) has concluded.

Possible temperature rise by the end of the century 
ranges between 1.1C and 6.4C (2-11.5F) 
Sea levels are likely to rise by 28-43cm 
Arctic summer sea ice is likely to disappear in 
second half of century 
It is very likely that parts of the world will see an 
increase in the number of heatwaves 
Climate change is likely to lead to increased 
intensity of tropical storms 

From Sustainable 
Development to 

Sustainable Consumption
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What is Sustainable Consumption?

Sustainable Consumption

SSuussttaaiinnaabbllee  CCoonnssuummppttiioonn  
&&  CCoonnssuummeerr  EEdduuccaattiioonn

Financial Resource Management 

& Natural Resource Management

Products and 
Services

Acceptance

Sustainable Production

Sustainable Consumption

Sustainable 
Society

Sustainable 
Development

WSSD
PPrroodduucceerrss  
NNeettwwoorrkk    ((BBttBB))

Qualliittyy  
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Happinneessss
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MMoobility

LLeisure
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SSoocciiaall  IInnffrraassttrruuccttuurree

PPrroodduucctt((BBttCC))

PPrroodduucctt((BBttGG))

Government

LLiiffee  CCyyccllee  AApppprrooaacchh

Life  SSttyyllee

Eco Label

IPP EPP

Green Procurement

AAcccceepptabiliittyy
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Policy
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Sustainable 
Consumption and 
Green Purchasing

Green Purchasing Network
Founded in February 1996 to promote green 
purchasing in Japan by the initiative of the 
Environment Agency 
The mission of GPN

to promote the concept and practices of
green purchasing
to provide guidelines and information
necessary for practicing green purchasing.

Since then GPN has taken a leading role in
promoting green purchasing in Japan.

More About GPN
Independent non-profit 
organization

,000 members (Jun 200 )
2,400 corporations 
300 governments
300 NGOs, NPOs

Executive Committee
50 members

Business

Government NGO
One of the largest 
environmental organizations in Japan

Activities of GPN
Conferences, Seminars, Exhibitions

Training Course
Case study on success stories
Newsletter, Website
Promotion pamphlet, posters
Regional Networks
Annual Surveys
Principles of Green Purchasing
Purchasing Guidelines
Products Database 
Hotel Database
Information Plaza
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GPN Training Course
One day course
6-8 times per year
Target: Manager/staff of purchasing/environmental 
departments
Contents:

- its concept and role -
Basic principles of green purchasing 
Policy of the Government - Green Purchasing Law 
How to make use of various environmental information
How to implement green purchasing activities
Purchasing guidelines
Advanced case studies of corporations and governments

Group discussion
Test

Key Factors for success in 
Japan -1

[First stage (1995-2000)]
Pioneering activities by lots of environmentally conscious 
major companies and local governments, which stimulated 
competitors and neighbors. 
Green Purchasing Network (GPN) has succeeded  to 
involve wide range of businesses, public and NGO sectors.
GPN and its members succeeded to make a nation-wide 
big social trend. 
The Ministry of the Environment (MoE) backed up the 
voluntary movements and GPN. 
Success stories were introduced by the award and 
seminars by MoE and GPN. 
Businesses made considerable efforts to develop eco-
products. 

Key Factors for success in 
Japan -2

It became much easier to get product environmental 
information from GPN Data Base, Eco-mark, suppliers 
catalog, etc.
The movement was concurrent with popular trend of getting 
certificate of ISO14001. 

[Second stage (2000-)]
The mandatory Green Purchasing Law dramatically 
disseminated the activities among governmental sectors.
Companies which products designated by the law worked 
hard to meet the criteria.
EU RoHS directive accelerated corporate green 
procurement activities through supply chain.

Outlook for the Future 1
Expand the scope of green purchasing

food and beverage, mobile phone, dishwasher, 
electricity, transportation, cleaning service, construction, 
catering service, financial services, stores, etc.

Raise criteria/enhance guidelines  

development.
Encourage voluntary activities exceeding the level of Green 
Purchasing Law

Many of local governments are satisfied with imitating 
central government way of practice.
Further diverse actions to explore new product area and 
raise the level of criteria is expected

Capacity building of  purchasing  manager 
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Outlook for the Future -2
Penetrate into small and medium sized 
municipalities and corporations

behaviors

Launch Regional Networks to reinforce local 
based activities 
Disseminate green purchasing around the 
globe

NationalLocal Global

Benefits for Institutional Purchasers
By introducing green purchasing,

Environmental impact generated by the organization 
can be reduced.

Energy saving(=CO2 reduction) by buying low-energy 
consumption products
Waste reduction by buying durable goods

Cost can also be reduced when take account of      
Life Cycle Cost (LCC) - Save Money!-

Electricity charge, Water rate
Maintenance cost, Replacement cost, Waste disposal cost

Benefits for Institutional
Purchasers 2)

By introducing green purchasing,
Environmental awareness of the employees can be raised and 
enhanced.

All the employees can be users of green products, and get a 
chance to consider their own responsibility for the 
environment 
That gives positive effect on product development, sales 
promotion of green products, recycling program, energy 
saving and other activities.

The positive stance toward the environment can be visibly 
appealed to the public.

That contribute to their image-up showing themselves as 
environmentally responsible corporations.

Target fields of Green Purchasing

Office Supply
Motorcar

PC

Paper

Furniture
Work wear

Distribution

Food

Hotel & Meeting

Banking

Lighting Electric Appliance
Canteen
Catering

ServicesProducts

Parts and Materials
Cleaning

Printing

Printer

Construction

Electricity
Energy
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Products
Printing and Copying Paper 
Copiers, Printers, Facsimiles
Personal Computers
Stationery and Office Supplies 
Office Furniture
Motor Vehicles
Refrigerators
Washing Machines
TV Sets 
Air Conditioners
Toilet and Tissue Paper
Lighting Equipment
Uniforms and Work Wear
Toilet Facilities 

Green Purchasing Guidelines

Services
Offset Printing 
Service
Hotels and Inns

Under Making Process
Foods
Clothing

Under Preparation
Restaurants

Product Related Information Used by 
Green Institutional Purchasers

Eco Mark (ISO Type Label)

GPN Guidelines/Database

Symbols from Third Parties
Criteria of Green Purchasing 
Law

Self Declaration Label 

ISO Type Label

88%

48%

43%

33%

23%

7%
From GPN survey 2003

About GPN Database
Product Environmental Performance Database

Product Categories
Printing and Copying Paper 
Copiers, Printers, Facsimiles
Personal Computers
Stationery and Office Supplies 
Office Furniture
Motor Vehicles
Refrigerators
Washing Machines
TV Sets 
Air Conditioners
Toilet and Tissue Paper
Lighting Equipment
Uniforms and Work Wear
Toilet Facilities

More than 13,000 products registered
About 600 companies participating
Comparable data unified by information format
300,000 page-views monthly

Number of Products on GPN-DB
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0
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0
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9

0
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1
2

0
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0
3

0
5

0
6

0
5

0
9

0
5

1
2

0
6

0
3

0
6

0
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Copy & Printing Paper

Tissue Paper

Toilet Paper

Copier

Printer, Facsimile

PC

Office Supply

Lump

Lighting equipment

Motor car

Refrigerator

Washing machine

Air conditioner

TV

Office furniture

Uniform & work wear

N
um

bers of products

Office Supply
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Numbers of Products (except "Office Supply")

0

200

400

600

800

1000

1200

1400

1600

Copy & Printing Paper

Tissue Paper

Toilet Paper

Copier

Printer, Facsimile

PC

Lump

Lighting equipment

Motor car

Refrigerator

Washing machine

Air conditioner

TV

Office furniture

Uniform & work wear

Number of Products on GPN-DB How to Use GPN-DB

Top page Product category top page

Products Information TableDetail information (respective)

How to Register Products to GPN-DB
GPN

DB

Manufacturer
Registration of manufacturer

Agreement

ID & Password

Registration of products
via Internet

(4 times/year)
Data check

(Request clarification/
completion/improvement)

(Correction/completion/
improvement)

How to Register Products -2
GPN

DB

Manufacturer

Detail information

Simple list of products
meeting GP law criteria

GP Law DB
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Use of a large percentage of recycled material
<Applying to office paper products, other paper products, and labels>

Meet levels of unexcessive brightness
<Applying to ball point pens, markers, correction tools, glue, adhesive tape, etc.>

Made from either replaceable or refillable consumable parts
<Applying to files/binders and albums>

Separable binding equipment and covers to enable reuse
Replaceable labels to enable repeated use

<Applying to adhesive notes/labels (tack seals)>
Without lamination resin

Use of water-soluble, water-dispersible, or mildly alkaline water-
soluble adhesives

- the rest is omitted -
[Information Requirements]

Use of PVCs
Material Separation/Classification
Envelope window material(s)

GPN- 6 Purchasing Guidelines for
Stationery and Office Supplies

Brand Name

Company

GP Law Conformity

Use of Recycled 
Material

Refillablility

PVC use

Price

1) Minimal power consumption during operation and standby
mode, (fulfilling requirements for "low energy consumption rate", as
stipulated in the Law Concerning the Rational Use of Energy, and the
International Energy Star program)

2) Function to reduce the quantity of paper consumed, (i.e. two-
sided copying/printing and multiple-page in one page copying/printing)

3) Recovered at the end of its usage-lifecycle, and its parts
reused and recycled as raw materials
4) A toner cartridge, when used, that will be properly recovered
and its parts reused and recycled as raw materials
5) Incorporate reused parts and/or reproduced plastic materials
6) Does not contain lead, mercury, cadmium, hexavalent
chromium compounds, or specific bromine-based flame-
retardants (PBB, PBDE), to the utmost extent possible

[Information Requirements]
Use of PVC for coated wire

Purchasing Guidelines for Copiers, Printers, 
Facsimile Machines

Brand Name

Company

GP Law Conformity

Printing Speed

Energy Satr

Stand-by 
Mode(W)

Two-sided Copying

Use of 
Reused Parts

Use of Recycled 
Plastics

Toner Cartridge
Recycling

PVC Use

Column of Lead, Mercury, Cadmium, Hexavalent
Chromium Compounds, PBB, and PBDE will be added
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Useful Functions of GPN-Database
GPN

Screen out products 
by user-set criteria

Restrict displayed data 
to info items selected 

by user

Search by keyword

Arrange listings in 
order of user-selected 

criterion

Make a new table of 
user-selected products

Example of Environmental Information on
Commercial Office Supply Catalog

Eco-Mark 
Certified

GPN Database 
Registered

GP Law Database 
Registered

Eco Procura 2006 and 
The 2nd International Green Purchasing 

Conference in Barcelona

20-22 September 2006
Barcelona, Spain
360 participants from 53 countries
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Thank you for your 
kind attention.
GPN Website : http://www.gpn.jp
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CONSUMER EDUCATION FOR SUSTAINABLE CONSUMPTION (ESC) STRATEGY 
 

Chairman: Ms. Morgan Strecker, UNEP  
 

Research Reports on Strategy of Consumer ESC 
‐ Education for Change 
Presentation, IGES, Dr. Mee Young Choi 
 
‐ Research on Education for Sustainable Consumption: 
Investigating Policies and practical Strategies to Influence Consumer Behaviour 
Presentation, IGES, Dr. Robert J. Didham 
 

Ms. Morgan  Strecker  provided  a  brief  introduction  of  her work with UNEP  and UNESCO  on 
Education for Sustainable Consumption and transitions to Sustainable Lifestyles.   She explained that  it 
has  been  a  very  exciting  time  to  see  the  recent  uptake  and  popularity  of  the  type  of work  these 
organizations have been working on for many years now.  However, Ms. Stecker also acknowledged that 
a  challenge  for  ESC  is  that  each  unique  case  requires  a  separate  analysis  and  a  recognition  of  the 
differing ways to influence and shaping behaviour. 
 
Ms. Morgan  Strecker provided  an  introduction  for Dr. Mee  Young Choi  and her presentation on  the 
work of  the Capacity Development  and  Education project  at  IGES.   Dr. Choi began by explaining  the 
overall  structure  and  framework of  IGES,  and  she  then  identified  the  key  goal  and objectives of  the 
Capacity Development and Education project.  The key objectives she presented were: 

• Engage in formulating regime on Environmental Education (EE) for Sustainable Development & 
Education for Sustainable Development (ESD); 

• Enhance a network of human resource development for sustainable development; 
• Promote a good practice mechanism of ESD. 

In conclusion, Dr. Choi explained the CDE project’s main research components for FY2009.  
 
Dr.  Robert  J.  Didham  provided  a  presentation  on  the  focused  research  of  the  CDE  project’s  work 
regarding Education for Sustainable Consumption.  After explaining the historical framework and guiding 
context  this  research  is  set  within,  Dr.  Didham  identified  the  research  objectives  for  investigating 
policies and practical strategies to influence consumer behaviour: 

• Analyse means for increasing sustainable consumption. 
• Identify the government’s role in influencing consumer choice through Education for Sustainable 

Consumption. 
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• Detail the types of policies, programmes and activities the government can either implement or 
support to provide education for sustainable consumption. 

• Establish a good practice strategy of Consumer Education for Sustainable Consumption and to 
encourage environmentally responsible consumer‐citizenship. 

 
Dr. Didham  continued by outlining  the means of analysis  that was established  for providing a  critical 
review and analytical framework in this research.  Based on the critical review that has been prepared, 
several concepts  for analysis were presented  including a clear  identification of  the preconditions  that 
drive  consumption  and  the  instruments  that  are  available  to  influence  consumer  behaviours.    In 
conclusion, Dr. Didham presented a draft of  the Consumer Education Strategy  that  the CDE project  is 
developing for encouraging further discussion around. 
   
The strategy presented by Dr. Didham led to a well structured discussion that encouraged several 
possible improvements for strengthening this strategy.  Potential steps to include were to develop links 
with the institutional level, to establish vision through public engagement, and undertaking stock taking 
and the identification of areas where further work is needed.  It was also discussed how we could 
reward and encourage good consumer behaviour, and how to provide mechanism for reconnecting to 
traditional values and for deepening their belief systems.  It was also discussed that from a theoretical 
side a change in terminology from education to learning and from sustainable consumption to 
sustainable lifestyles may provide for a deeper and more fulfilling understanding of the type of work this 
research is hoping to accomplish.  Finally, as a very practical step, it was discussed that any consumer 
education strategy must clearly identify the various factors that influence consumer choice, including 
cultural, historical and psychological factors, social stratification and income, and finally the general 
economics of conducting ESC activities in regards the cost effectiveness of the changes they are likely to 
produce. 
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Institute for Global Environmental Strategies
Towards sustainable development - policy oriented, practical and strategic research on global environmental issues

Choi  Mee Young, Ph.D.

Project Manager & Senior Policy Researcher
Capacity Development and Education Project
Institute for Global Environmental Strategies

mychoi@iges.or.jp
Tel: +81-46-826-9578/Fax: +81-46-855-3809

Regional Workshop on Education for Sustainable Consumption

16-17 July, 2009

Conference Room, Beijing Normal University, Beijing, China

Education for Change 

http://www.iges.or.jp/

Institutional Background
Established 31 March, 1998 as an 
initiative of the Japanese government
More than 60 researchers and support 
staff from around the world
Bilingual

English and Japanese
Global Network

Strategic collaboration and 
partnerships with 48 international, 
regional and national organizations 
including the ADB, UNESCO, 
UNESCAP, and UNEP. 
IGES is in close contact with 
universities, government ministries and 
officials from the national to the local 
level in the countries research is 
conducted in.

Environmentally Sound Architecture

The innovative design of the IGES 
headquarters
building uses the latest technology to make
maximum use of natural assets including solar
energy, light, wind, rainwater and greenery,
and aims for symbiosis with the rich nature of
the local environment.

Research Topics

Climate Policy

Market Mechanism
Biofuels

Forest Conservation

Fresh Water

Waste and Resources

Business and Environment
Capacity Development and Education

Economic Analysis

Cross-Cutting Research
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Capacity Development and Education 
Project

Capacity development and education are key factors as 
outlined in the UN Decade for Education for Sustainable 
Development (ESD) in 2002.

1. To review and examine the progress made in developing and 
implementing policies and measures regarding education for 
sustainable development, access to environmental information and 
partnership building;

2. To analyse the impacts of such policies and measures; and the 
effectiveness of institutions involved in such policy processes, and;

3. To explore effective enabling policies and institutional frameworks for 
empowering stakeholders and increasing social capacity to foster 
environmental management and achieve sustainable development.

The project conducts research with the following three objectives which focus on education for 
sustainable development, access to environmental information, and stakeholder empowerment 
and partnership building related to priority policy sectors including climate change, emissions, 
forest and ecosystem, water, waste and production/consumption:

Ultimate Goal
Strengthen individual, organisational and national             
capacity bringing changes in values, attitudes, skills 
and behaviours via education consistent with 
sustainable development in Asia

Objectives 
Engage in formulating regime on Environmental 
Education (EE) for Sustainable Development & 
Education for Sustainable Development (ESD).
Enhance a network of human resource development 
for sustainable development

Promote a good practice mechanism of ESD 

National Law and 
Policy for 

Sustainable 
Development 

Human Resource 
Development in 

Higher Education 
for Sustainable 
Development

Education for Sustainable Development

Main Components

Towards achieving Sustainable Development

FY2009 Research Outlines

Component 1: Educational Political Scheme
A review on the current national policy and implementation 
promoting Education for Sustainable Consumption to provide 

recommendations to policy decision-makers at a regional 
level

Component 2: Capacity Development
A study of human resource development in Higher Education to 
propose a sustainable mechanism of the multi-stakeholders 
collaboration for SD at a national level

Component 3: Education for Sustainable 
Development- Modelling ESD Programmes for 
Sustainable Livelihood
A research is to investigate the important interchange between 
Education for Sustainable Development and initiatives to build 
communities of practice and secure Sustainable Livelihoods.
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Thank you for your time

For Further Information & Contact

IGES Capacity Development and Education Project:

Tel: +81-46-855-3852/ Fax: +81-46-855-3809/ E-mail: cde-info@iges.or.jp

Institute for Global Environmental Strategies (IGES)

2108-11 Kamiyamaguchi, Hayama, Kanagawa, 240- 0115 Japan

TEL: +81-46-855-3852  FAX:+81-46-855-3709  

E-mail:iges@iges.or.jp/ URL:http://www.iges.or.jp
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Institute for Global Environmental Strategies
Towards sustainable development - policy oriented, practical and strategic research on global environmental issues

IGES: CAPACITY DEVELOPMENT AND EDUCATION PROJECT

RESEARCH ON EDUCATION FOR SUSTAINABLE CONSUMPTION:

Investigating Policies and Practical Strategies to 
Influence Consumer Behaviour

Robert J. DIDHAM, Ph.D.
Policy Researcher

2

HISTORICAL IMPETUS OF ESC IN INTERNATIONAL POLICY
1992, June Agenda 21
2002, September World Summit on Sustainable Development: SCP is identified as one of the three overarching 

priorities for the realisation of sustainable development in Plan of Implementation of the World Summit on 
Sustainable Development.

2002, September WSSD also provides call for the development of a 10-Year Framework of Programmes on SCP 
and identifies the need for education initiatives to be part of policy.

2003, April-May Meeting of UN Commission on Sustainable Development (CSD-11) initiates the Marrakech 
Process to produce a 10YFP, and includes the goals of:

to assist countries in their efforts to green their economies,
to help corporations develop greener business models,
to encourage consumers to adopt more sustainable lifestyles.

2003, June First International Meeting of Experts on Sustainable Consumption and Production at which the 
formation of seven task forces are initiated to further the Marrakech process through policy initiatives, research 
activities and pilot projects.

by Sweden).  
2008 ESC task force develops a set of guidelines Here and Now, Education for Sustainable Consumption (author: 

Thoresen).
In the Asia-Pacific Region: 

1997 The first annual Asia Pacific Roundtable on Sustainable Consumption and Production is held
2005 UNESCAP launches Green Growth policy initiative as a result of the fifth Ministerial Conference on Environment and 

Development in Asia and the Pacific,
2006 UNEP/UNESCAP launch a regional help desk on SCP.

CAPACITY DEVELOPMENT AND EDUCATION PROJECT

3

CONTEXT OF ESC IN ASIA AND THE PACIFIC

became common in Europe, North America, Japan, and a few other 
pockets of the world in the twentieth century is going global in the twenty-

Population ~4 Billion, 60% of the world total
Child (0-14) and Youth (15-24) Population over 1.5 billion
Fastest Regional Economic Growth (over past 40 years) 

average GDP per capita growth rate of 3.31% 
compared to a global average of just 1.93%

Largest regional Consumer Class almost 500 million people, 
29% of the world total

Global Private Consumption contributes 21.4% of world total
Massive discrepancies in Purchasing Power 

population are part of the consumer class
Living on less than $1.25 per day 

population in extreme poverty
CAPACITY DEVELOPMENT AND EDUCATION PROJECT

4

RESEARCH OBJECTIVES

Analyse means for increasing sustainable consumption.

choice through Education for Sustainable Consumption.

Detail the types of policies, programmes and activities the 
government can either implement or support to provide 
education for sustainable consumption.

Establish a good practice strategy of Consumer Education 
for Sustainable Consumption  and to encourage 
environmentally responsible consumer-citizenship.

CAPACITY DEVELOPMENT AND EDUCATION PROJECT
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MEANS OF ANALYSIS

Primary Research
Cross-country analysis: 
(Japan, China, and ROK)
Policy review from each 
country
Good practice cases from 
each country
Consumer survey in each 
country
Regional Workshop 

Areas of Critical Review
SCP and ESC international 
policy
Integrated Product Policies at 
national level
Eco-labels as local-level 
consumer information

Consumer choice and 
behaviour change
Public/Consumer education 
for sustainable consumption

CAPACITY DEVELOPMENT AND EDUCATION PROJECT
6

CHALLENGE OF ESC

The main challenge in relation to 
education for sustainable 
consumption is how to support 
initiatives which stimulate the 

role they play in forming society and 
empower them to choose responsible, 

(Thoresen, 2008: 9).
CAPACITY DEVELOPMENT AND EDUCATION PROJECT

7

UNDERSTANDING THE CONSUMER
Ordinary consumers have little knowledge of the links 

between consumption patterns and their 
(Heiskanen and Pantzar, 1997: 409). 

Strategy for Affecting Consumer Behaviour
Enable remove barriers that discourage sustainable consumption, provide facilities 
and infrastructure that encourage sustainable consumption, educate and give 
information about how to consume sustainably; 
Encourage establish measures to encourage and reward good behaviour, 
discourage and penalise bad behaviour, and enforce action when necessary;
Engage involve the public, communicate and campaign, utilise media resources, 
stimulate community action;
Exemplify lead by example and achieve a policy consistency 
Catalyse building from the other four points, make major shifts in social and cultural 
habits to break old habits and kick start change
(adapted from HM Government. Securing the Future. March 2005: Ch. 2, pp. 24-41).

CAPACITY DEVELOPMENT AND EDUCATION PROJECT
8

CONSUMER RESPONSIBILITY
Aspects of Environmental Citizenship

Empowered Participation
Working for Positive Outcomes towards Sustainability
A Sense of Right and Duties
A Perspective that extends globally and encompasses the natural 
and social environments
Value-based decision making
Democratic Discourse and Deliberation
Critical praxis occurs when people learn to participate in 
development activities, to engage in reflective inquiry in regards 
to their own action, and to formulate new views and opinions 
about the world they live in.  The outcome of critical praxis is a 

2005: 28).

CAPACITY DEVELOPMENT AND EDUCATION PROJECT

49



9

WHY A CONSUMER BUYS AN
ECO-LABELLED PRODUCT?

Three Driving Factors (hypothesised)

First A desire to protect the environment ,
(or vies-versa, an awareness of environmental problems).

Second A belief that buying environmentally-friendly 
products is an active means that an individual can 
do to help protect the environment.

Third A trust in the information that is conveyed by 
the eco-labelled product for achieving the 
previous two objectives.

CAPACITY DEVELOPMENT AND EDUCATION PROJECT
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KEY AREAS FOR PROMOTION IN ESC
Pro-environmental values a personal belief that 
protecting the environment is important, 
Individual Empowerment that each person can be 
a powerful agent of change,
Responsibility a sense of environmental citizenship 
and duty, 
Simple actions recognition that little steps can 
lead to big impacts,
Future Vision an inspired view of achieving a 
sustainable society.

CAPACITY DEVELOPMENT AND EDUCATION PROJECT
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DRIVERS FOR CONSUMPTION AND LIFESTYLES
(prepared by UN-DESA, internet: 2009)

Instruments of Influence
Regulatory

(used to enforce minimum 
standards)

Economic
(negative taxing, positive subsidies 
and green procurement strategies)

Educational
(research/development, production 
training, and public education 
activities) Cooperative

Cooperative
(focus on improving production 
processes by delivering technology 
transfer and voluntary agreements)

Informational
(eco-labelling, sustainability 
reporting, environmental quality 
targets, and consumer advice)

(identified by Tyson, ed., Aug 2006)CAPACITY DEVELOPMENT AND EDUCATION PROJECT
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Figure 3.1  Drivers for Consumption and Lifestyles   
(prepared by UN-DESA, internet: 2009) 

12

Five stages of change 
Identified in decision-makers as part of the process of social marketing:

Precontemplation the decision-maker is unaware of the subject 
and information;
Contemplation the decision-maker begins to consider the 
subject and information, but does not link this to action;
Decision/Determination a conscious choice is made to take 
action on the subject and incorporate the information into daily 
practices
Action the decision-maker tests/experience;s ways to 
incorporate new beliefs into practical behaviour;
Maintenance the decision-maker continues with regular 
practice of this new behaviour and may also incorporate into the 
practices of a wider community 
(Andreasen, 2002).

CAPACITY DEVELOPMENT AND EDUCATION PROJECT
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A ROADMAP FOR 
ENVIRONMENTAL BEHAVIOURS  

(figure prepared by DEFRA-UK, Jan 2008: 20)

CAPACITY DEVELOPMENT AND EDUCATION PROJECT

INFORMATION/EDUCATION/TOOLS

14

Steps in preparing a Consumer 
Education Strategy

1. Identify Target Audience
2. Analyse Areas for Improvement
3. Identify Strategic Framework (including a general outline 

of activities)
4. Cross-examine based on Public ESC Goals
5. Detail Specific Activities of Strategy
6. Review Activities in relation to Drivers and Instruments
7. Secure Public Participation and Involvement in strategy
8. Finalise Plan of Implementation
9. Monitoring and Evaluation

CAPACITY DEVELOPMENT AND EDUCATION PROJECT

15

Moving Forward: 
The Next Steps of the Research Process

Use the Consumer Education strategy to 
analyse the country cases.
Identify good practice mechanisms.
Conduct consumer surveys and identify areas 
for influence.
Prepare policy report and policy brief.

Ideal Option: Follow multi-country 
Government-led Consumer ESC campaigns 
and assess the level of change they affect.

CAPACITY DEVELOPMENT AND EDUCATION PROJECT

Institute for Global Environmental Strategies
Towards sustainable development - policy oriented, practical and strategic research on global environmental issues

Thank you for your time!
Robert J. DIDHAM, Ph.D.

Policy Researcher

For Further Information & Contact
IGES Capacity Development and Education Project:
Institute for Global Environmental Strategies (IGES)
2108-11 Kamiyamaguchi, Hayama, Kanagawa, 240-0115 Japan
Tel: +81-46-855-3852/ Fax: +81-46-855-3809
E-mail: cde-info@iges.or.jp
URL: http://www.iges.or.jp/
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NATIONAL EDUCATION FOR SUSTAINABLE CONSUMPTION (ESC) POLICY AND ITS 

IMPLEMENTATION IN REPUBLIC OF KOREA 
 
 

Chairman: Prof. Eui Soon Shin, Korea Association for Green Campus Initiative/ Yonsei University 
 
Introduction of Day‐2 
IGES, Dr. Mee Young Choi 
 
Education for Sustainable Consumption in the Republic of Korea 
Presentation, Korea Environmental Industry & Technology Institute,  
Ms. Hyun Jung Im 
 
ESC Good Practice in Republic of Korea 
Presentation, The Korea Consumer,  
Dr. Yun Sook Moon & Dr. Myung Hee Ko 
 
 

Dr. Mee Young Choi began this morning session by re‐welcoming all of the participants back to 
the Regional Workshop on ESC.  Professor Eui Soon Shin provided kind introductions for the presenters 
from  Korea.   Ms. Hyun  Jung  Im  began  her  presentation  by  explaining  that  the  Korea  Environmental 
Industry and Technology Institute is under the Ministry of Education in ROK.  In regards to policy, Ms. Im 
explained  that  ESC  is  inherently  linked  and  must  be  considered  in  regards  to  wider  policies  for 
sustainable consumption.   She went on to explain that the main policy approach regarding sustainable 
consumption  in  ROK  is  work  to  ensure  green  purchasing  including  the  enactment  of  the  Green 
Procurement  Law  that  obligates  national  and  local  governments  in  ROK  to  the  purchasing  of  eco‐
products.   This obligation  is applied to direct purchasing by government bodies and to  indirect service 
purchasing (such as cleaning and construction). 
 
Ms. Hyun Jung Im continued with an explanation of the E‐procurement system – GePS – that was 
established to provide procurement officers ease of access regarding eco‐product selection and 
procurement.  Ms. Im also presented the ECOI website which provides detailed information on eco‐
products for public dissemination, and a catalogue of eco‐products in Korea is also published as both a 
hard copy and an e‐book.   She also explained that the government is working to employ education and 
public relations for the public by providing lecturing tours aimed at procurement officers and providing 
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publicity on good practice.   An e‐learning system was also initiated to provide educational support for 
public procurement officers.   
 
Ms. Hyun Jung Im went on to explain that the government is promoting green purchasing in the 
industrial sector with the hopes of securing voluntary agreements, and a set of green purchasing 
guidelines has been produced to support this effort.  She further identified the various mechanisms that 
are being used to promote sustainable consumption to general citizens.  Eco‐products retail shops and 
an electronic market place have been established.  Furthermore, Ms. Im explained the activities that 
have been implemented to advertise these options including tv and print‐media campaigns, workshops 
for retailers, and information provision on eco‐products.  The highlight of these programmes is the 
Green Start campaign for promoting Eco‐living and Environmentally Friendly Lifestyle to the public. 
 
Based on the SC and ESC promotion that has occurred in ROK, graphs were provided demonstrating the 
rapid increase in the green market size and eco‐product consumption over the past five years.  Ms.  Im 
also explained that a three step strategy had been produced for initiating sustainable consumption: first, 
improve the quality and function of the product; second, improve the price competiveness (including 
through green tax reform); and third, provide easily accessible information regarding eco‐products.  In 
Korea, a new approach for sustainable consumption is being promoted that moves away from regulating 
against negative behaviour and attempts to reward and encourage good practice.  Ms. Im stated that 
new measurements of success are being considered including green procurement for well‐being.  Finally, 
Ms. Im concluded by stating that the new Five‐year Plan for Green Growth in Korea was announced two 
weeks ago, and she invited everyone to attend the International Conference on Green Purchasing this 
October. 
 
Dr. Myung Hee Ko made a presentation on behalf of herself and Dr. Yun Sook Moon regarding the work 
of the NGO Consumers Korea and their perspective towards sustainable consumption.  The concept of 
the consumer has evolved significantly over time from beginning with the understanding of the 
consumer as a simple buyer and then changing towards a waste producer and later as the end‐user of 
natural resources and has now found consensus around the idea of the “citizen consumer”.  Dr. Ko 
explained that the idea of the citizen consumer incorporates a sense of social responsibility.  She went 
on to explain that there are five factors that influence consumerism towards sustainable consumption: 
money value, basic needs, eco‐efficiency, social justice, and sustainability; and it was suggested that the 
most important thing is creating a balance between these factors. 
 
Dr. Myung Hee Ko went on to explain a series of case studies on good practice in Korea.  First was the 
Energy Efficiency Campaign and Energy Winner Award.  This campaign aims to promote and reward the 
production of energy efficient goods and appliances.  This program has run for thirteen years, and Dr. Ko 
explained that during this period the number of energy efficient has grown from very few to a very 
substantial number.  Dr. Ko went on to explain that this has actually resulted in a challenge for 
consumers because now they find it difficult to differentiate between various products to know which 
one is better in regards to its environmental friendliness.  Dr. Ko presented another challenge in the fact 
that big companies have made the switch to high energy efficiency but that small companies are finding 
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it hard to participate because they do not have the ability to fund research and development and 
technological upgrading.  The final goal of this campaign is to directly promote a change of consumer 
behaviour which can be judged as being successful because as this campaign supported the expansion of 
an energy efficient market, it has also resulted in a greater consumer uptake of these products.   
 
The second case that Dr. Myung Hee Ko presented was in regards to information provision for Safety 
Choice.  This work is based on testing and certifying the safety for consumer health of food products.  
The approach is taken that the food must not only be safe for human consumption directly, but must 
also be produced in an environmentally safe manner.   By ensuring this safety and providing guaranteed 
information to the consumers, Dr. Ko explained that Consumers Korea is directly influencing consumer 
behaviour towards safer (both in regards to human health and the environment) consumption.  A third 
similar case study that Dr. Ko presented was the information provision for Efficient Choice which ranks 
products and identifies best choices in given categories based on economic efficiency, environmental 
efficiency, and safety.  Consumers Korea carries out extensive testing and then publicly releases the 
findings.  Dr. Ko also explained that one of the key challenges of this process is that the testing can be 
lengthy and expensive.   
 
Dr. Myung Hee Ko presented a final good practice case, the Youth Leadership Training Camp established 
by Consumers Korea.  This camp brings together teenage participants from across the globe to 
experience Sustainable Consumption lifestyles, to share information on sustainable consumption, and to 
build youth networks.  Dr. Ko explained that the outcome of this training camp is that youth can 
recognise the global impacts of their consumption behaviours.  Dr. Ko provided one example of an 
activity students participate in.  They have the students open their pencil box and make a list of what is 
in it, after which they have to investigate where the products come from and who made them.  Students 
become aware of the production process and understand that much energy and efforts have gone into 
these basic personal items.  Consumers Korea has also provided a web‐based network for participants to 
continue to interact, stay in contact and stay informed through after the camp.  However, Dr. Ko also 
explained that this camp has faced some serious financial challenges and because so was not able to run 
last year.  She further explained that one of the major issues is that many parents do not see this type of 
camp as beneficial for their teenage student’s progression towards college, and that an important step 
forward would be create incentive links to formal education.    
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HyunJung IM
IV

Korea Environmental Industry & Technology Institute (KEIT

TToo  ffoosstteerr  eennvviirroonnmmeennttaall  iinndduussttrryy  bbyy  eeffffeeccttiivvee  pprroommoottiioonn  ooff

eeccoo--pprroodduuccttss  ppuurrcchhaassee  aanndd  eennvviirroonnmmeennttaall  tteecchhnnoollooggyy  ddeevveellooppmmeenntt  

GGlloobbaall  IInnssttiittuuttee  lleeaaddiinngg  tteecchhnnoollooggyy  aanndd  iinndduussttrryy  ffoorr  ggrreeeenn  ggrroowwtthh  
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Overview of Sustainable Consumption

Building infrastructure and strengthening support to enable various
economic subjects to purchase Eco-products, e.g., production, distribution,
and consumption of Eco-products

Enactment and implementation 

of the Green Procurement Law 

Requiring public agencies to 

purchase Eco-products and 

announce the actual results

EEdduuccaattiioonn, information 

providing, etc.

Public 
agencies

Industries, voluntary conclusion 

and implementation of 

agreement on Green 

Purchasing(4th agreement)

->GGrreeeenn  PPuurrcchhaassiinngg  eedduuccaattiioonn,

establishment of purchasing

guidelines, system adjustment

Reinforcement of promotion or 

marketing activities for green 

consumption

eedduuccaattiioonn  oonn  ggrreeeenn  

ccoonnssuummppttiioonn, Eco-products 

exhibition

Industries Consumers

Overview of Sustainable Consumption

1. Overview of the Project

2. Policies & mechanism of green consumption

3. Supporting Program for Green Production

4. Pilot Project

5. Strategies to activate green consumption

Promotion of SC/ESC in public sector

Purpose

Contents AArrttiiccllee  66  ::  OObblliiggaattiioonn  ooff  PPuubblliicc  BBuuyyeerrss

AArrttiiccllee  88  ::  GGrreeeenn  PPuurrcchhaassiinngg  AAnnnnuuaall  PPllaann  

AArrttiiccllee  99  ::  AAnnnnoouunncceemmeenntt  ooff  GGPP  AAcchhiieevveemmeenntt

AArrttiiccllee  1155  ::  EEssttaabblliisshhmmeenntt  ooff  EEccoo--PPrroodduuccttss  IInnssttiittuuttee

AArrttiiccllee  1188  ::  DDiissttrriibbuuttiioonn  ooff  EEccoo--PPrroodduuccttss    

Enforced since 2005

CCoonnttrriibbuuttiinngg  ttoo  SSuussttaaiinnaabbllee  DDeevveellooppmmeenntt  bbyy  pprroommoottiinngg

CCoonnssuummppttiioonn  aanndd  pprroodduuccttiioonn  ooff  eeccoo--pprroodduuccttss  

Green Procurement Law
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GP Action Plan (2006~2010)

Agenda PPuubblliicc  SSeeccttoorr  PPaarrttiicciippaattiioonn

IInnffoorrmmaattiioonn  PPllaattffoorrmm  oonn  EEccoo--PPrroodduuccttss

DDiissttrriibbuuttiioonn  CChhaannnneell  ffoorr  EEccoo--PPrroodduuccttss

GGlloobbaall  PPaarrttnneerrsshhiipp

Target EExxppaannssiioonn  ooff  GGrreeeenn  MMaarrkkeett

Indicator 2004 2007 2010

Green Markets $32 bil $100 bil $ 160 bil

V.A Companies 30 100 200

PPuubblliicc  SSeeccttoorr  IImmpplleemmeennttaattiioonn

Indicator 2004 2007 2010

GP Ratio 31% 60% 80%

GP Amount $0.26 bil $0.9 bil $1.4 bil

Promotion of SC/ESC in public sector

e-Procurement System
Special shop for eco-products
Providing detailed information on eco-products

Special Shop for

Eco-products

KKoorreeaa EEccoo--LLaabbeell

pprroodduucctt

RReeccyycclleedd pprroodduucctt

GGoooodd RReeccyycclleedd

pprroodduucctt

Promotion of SC/ESC in public sector

E-procurement system

www.ecoi.go.kr
E-market for eco-products
Providing detailed information on eco-products

Promotion of SC/ESC in public sector

ECOI : total eco-products information 
system

Promotion of SC/ESC in public sector

E-catalog of eco-products
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Lecturing tours for procurement officers

For the purpose of dissemination of eco-

procurement, education on eco-

procurement has been in progress.

Since 2005, lecturing tour has been in

action all over the country by MoE and

the KOECO jointly

Publicity work through new-letter service

To publicize the Green Procurement Law

To publicize the policy regarding

green procurement

To offer information on Eco-products

3. Promotion of GP in public sector

Education and public relations in public sector
Educational video clip for procurement officers

3. Promotion of GP in public sector

III

Green  PPuurrcchhaassiinngg  VVoolluunnttaarryy  AAggrreeeemmeenntt  

To promote green purchasing practices in the industrial sector, the MOE 

made a voluntary agreement with 103 large-scale companies

Promotion of SC/ESC in industrial sector

[[11sstt nndd

[[33rrdd
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Role ooff  tthhee  rreellaatteedd  eennttiittiieess

Promotion of SC/ESC in industrial sector

consolidate inner-regulation for activating green purchasing 
establish purchasing plan as eco-products & evaluate and 
announce the purchasing performance 
have staff education on green purchasing 
build up Eco-SCM 
develop, manufacture, and sell the eco-products
disseminate green purchasing to upstream company

Participation
company

Government

provide the information on eco-products 
map out the environmental policy on green purchasing 
seek publicity on purchasing performance 
give official commendation to company with excellent results

Company
& Gov t

hold the campaign to disseminate sustainable a green 
purchasing-oriented consumption culture
organize and manage the steering committee to observe the 
voluntary agreement

Promotion of SC/ESC in industrial sector

Development of Green Purchasing guidelines: Providing Green Purchasing 
standards and implementation process; examples of implementing agreements

[Green Purchasing guidelines]      [Publication of Green Purchasing promotion activities]

Greenn  CCoonnssuummeerr  EEdduuccaattiioonn

337722  EEccoo--SShhooppss  OOppeenneedd  iinn  MMaarrkkeettppllaacceess  iinn  22000077  

PPrroovviiddiinngg  EEccoo--RReettaaiill  GGuuiiddeelliinneess  ((MMOOEE))

Eco-PPrroodduuccttss  RReettaaiill  SShhooppss

Promotion of SC/ESC to general citizen

GGeenneerraall  ggrreeeenn  ccoonnssuummeerr  eedduuccaattiioonn  wwiitthh  NNGGOOss

TTrraaiinniinngg  ccoouurrssee  ffoorr  ggrreeeenn  lleeccttuurree

Electrroonniicc  MMaarrkkeett  ppllaaccee  ((hhttttpp::////sshhoopp..eeccooii..ggoo..kkrr))

111111  CCoommppaanniieess  //  1188,,448866  VViissiittoorrss

Eco-PPrroodduuccttss  EExxhhiibbiittiioonn

EExxppeecctteedd  AAnnnnuuaall  TTuurrnnoovveerr  iinn  22001122  ::  226600  MMiilllliioonn  UUSSDD

CCoonnttrraacctt  bbeettwweeeenn  KKEEIITTII  aanndd  PPrriivvaattee  IInnvveessttoorr  ((22000077))

GGrreeeenn  FFeessttiivvaall,,  CCoonnssuummeerr  SSeemmiinnaarr,,  eettcc  

BBTTOO  PPrrooffiitt  AAllllooccaattiioonn  CCoonnttrraacctt  

Promotion of SC/ESC to general citizen
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Publicc  RReellaattiioonnss

PosterWorkshop for Retailers TV ADs

Portal site ADs PR through various booklets

Promotion of SC/ESC to general citizen

IV

Changes in Korea

<Size of Green market> <No. of Korea Ecolabel <size of Green Public 
Products>                                    Procurement>

Strategies to activate SC

Improve quality/functionAgenda 1

Strict monitoring of quality and ilegal use

Improve price competitivenessAgenda 2

Reduction in VAT / coperation tax =>  Green tax reform

Information on eco-products & 
distribution channel

Agenda 3

Easily access to eco-products
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Raising Consumers' AwarenessAgenda 4

GGrreeeenn  MMaarrkkeettiinngg

Green Retailers'

Campaign (2009)

Eco-Wedding 

Campaign (2009)

EEccoo--PPrroodduucctt  eexxhhiibbiittiioonn

Joint host with

other countires or  

organization

EEdduuccaattiioonn

Public : policy & law

Student 

: from the early stage

Under Planning

Strategies to SC

Thank you for your attention !

IM, HYUN-JUNG
hjim@keiti.re.kr
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Education for Sustainable 

Consumption 

17 July, 2009

Ko, Myunghee Ph.D.

Moon, Eunsook Ph.D.   

1

Table of Contents

1. Consumer Perspective Towards SC

1. ESC Cases
- Providing Information Activities

Consumption Campain

Safety Information for Consumer Choice

- Youth Leadership Training Camp

Waste producer 
User Buyer

Citizenship
consumer

natural resources
end-user

Consumer 
responsibility

Evolution of Consumer Concept

3

Sustainable 

Consumption

Basic 

needs

Eco-
efficiency

Social 

justice
Sustaina-

bility

Money-

value

4

CCoonnssuummeerriissmm  iinn  SSCC
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ESC Cases

Consumption Campaign
Energy Winner Award

EWA Sustainable 
Production

Market 

Consumer
Purchase

Sustainable 
Consumption

encourage control

influence

Choice changes

7

Consumption Campaign Challenges

participation;
A lack of awareness of the high energy efficiency 
products in the market, and;
Differentiation from commercial certificated 
products
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Information for Safety Choice 
Livestock farming Brand Award

Food Safety Standard Conditions
1) Consumer health and 
2) Environmental safety

Criteria  
1) Antibiotics
2) Feed
3) Sanitation
4) Taste
5) Price
6) Others  10

Information Process for Efficient Choice
Sobijareport.org

Step 1: Information for Best Choice
Economic efficiency
Environment efficiency
Safety 

Step 2: Product Tests

Step 3: Information Dissemination

12
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Challenge of Safety & Efficiency 
Information for Consumer Choice

Financial perspectives High testing cost

their own products are not on the list of 
safety & efficiency test with a high mark.

Youth Leadership Training Camp
Eco-Leadership Camp

Participant
13-19 yrs

Object
1) Experiencing SC lifestyle
2) Sharing SC information and experiences
3) Building youth global networks

Youth Leadership Training Camp Difficulties

1) Fund raising

2) Recruiting targeting group

3) Cooperation with formal education sector 
regarding school programmes
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Thank you for your attention

www.consumerskorea.org
www.sobijareport.org
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NATIONAL EDUCATION FOR SUSTAINABLE CONSUMPTION (ESC) POLICY AND ITS 

IMPLEMENTATION IN CHINA 

 
Chairman: Mr. Joel Bacha, UNESCO 
 
The Current Situation of Sustainable Consumption in China 
Presentation, Administrative Office, Ministry of Environmental Protection of China,  
Mr. Yanping Chen & Ms. Helen J. W. Guo 
 
The Sustainable Consumption of Green Schools in China: 
A Case Study on the Campus Environmental Management Project in Green Schools 
Presentation, Center for Environmental Education & Communication, Ministry of Environmental 
Protection of China, Dr. Ke Yang 
 
 

  This session began with the Chairman, Mr. Joel Bacha, introducing Mr. Yanping Chen to the 
participants of the workshop.  On behalf of herself and Mr. Yanping Chen, Ms. Helen J. W. Guo began 
their presentation of the structure of national ESC policy in China.  Ms. Guo explained that in the 
strictest sense sustainable consumption policy was first launched in China in 1993 following on the 
mandate of the Rio Earth Summit and Agenda 21.  The China Environmental Labelling program started 
fifteen years ago.  Ms. Guo went on to explain that the introduction of ideas on SCP has been gradual in 
China, but also that the work of the government has helped to promote the establishment of the green 
market in China. 
 
Ms. Helen J. W. Guo went on to detail the key points of development regarding the state policy in China 
for Sustainable Consumption.  Furthermore, she detailed the sustainable development philosophy in 
China, and how it grounds the government’s policy initiatives.  China focuses on a scientific development 
view that aims to promote energy and resource conservation/saving and to protect the natural 
environment.  At the same time, the development work should promote a well‐off society that meets 
the needs of substance, spirit and ecology of human society.  Ms. Guo explained that the government’s 
approach is holistic in nature and considers four main factors in the implementation of sustainable 
consumption: 

• Chinese government proposes a full‐range scientific development view; 

• Consumption views/consumer behaviour of the Chinese people are changing; 
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• The income level of the Chinese population is improving and the market structure is being 
upgraded; 

• And, Sustainable consumption theories are being researched in depth in China and green public 
procurement is being practised. 

 
The core objective of scientific development, Ms. Guo explained, is to promote a harmonious, holistic 
pattern of development that incorporates diverse sectors. Ms. Helen J. W. Guo continued with a 
detailed introduction of Sustainable Consumption Policy in China.  She explained that the Law of P.R.C. 
on Government Procurement (2002) is the basis for all policy.  The government has enacted a 
programme of Green Public Procurement that has had an important affect on increasing the production 
of eco‐products and their overall market shares.  In regards to consumer education for sustainable 
consumption, the main work of the government has been the establishment and promotion of the China 
Environmental Labelling programme.  Ms. Guo explained that the standards of this programme strictly 
follow the ISO regulations.  As the China Environmental Labelling has grown and established, it has led 
to an annual doubling of available green products.  There are currently seventy‐two different product 
categories in the programme.  Almost two thousand organisations/companies have applied for eco‐
labels, and now more than forty thousand products are included.  Ms. Guo concluded by explaining the 
importance of image on the Environmental Label itself as a reminder to the Chinese people that they 
must make a united effort to protect the environment in which human‐beings live. 
   
Dr. Yang Ke provided the second presentation of this session based on the good practice of the Green 
Schools in China and the work on campus environmental management project to ensure sustainable 
consumption patterns.  Dr. Ke clarified that in green schools the important topics are waste reduction 
and recycling, but that this also relates directly to issues of sustainable consumption.  Dr. Ke provided a 
concise introduction of the historical development and promotion of SCP, and she went on to explain 
how this has been incorporated in the Chinese government’s policies and into the educational sector in 
China.   However, Dr. Ke also recognised that there are many definitions regarding SCP and ESC which 
leads to confusion regarding the concepts and hinders practice.   
   
Dr. Yang Ke explained that in regards to ESC, young people are considered to be a crucial target 
audience.  Sustainable Development, Sustainable Consumption and Environmental Education are all 
regarded as important areas to be included in educational curriculums and school agendas.  Dr. Ke went 
on to explain how the project for campus environmental management provides practical outcomes for 
energy and waste reductions and sustainable consumption, and that it also provides important 
educational opportunities for inspiring students through practice.   Incorporating these activities into 
not only the curriculum but also the schools general management provides greater opportunities for 
reinforcing these behaviours in the students.  The project was piloted between 2003 and 2005 in thirty‐
four schools.  Currently, over seven hundred schools have been awarded the green school label.  Dr. Ke 
stated that schools, even after the awarding of the label, receive training on the implementation of the 
campus environmental management projects and teacher training in regards to integrating sustainable 
development and sustainable consumption into the curriculum.   
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Dr. Yang Ke went on to explain that these projects are based on a model of interlinking the three Win’s 
of the CEMP model: the economy, the environment, and good management.  Dr. Ke also detailed 
several of the practical initiatives that are being supported such as waste treatment and water saving 
programmes.  In these projects, there is a strong educational focus based on encouraging student 
participation.  These projects have resulted in significant economic benefits for the participating schools 
in terms of reductions in consumption of electricity, water, paper and fuel.  Dr. Ke explained that these 
savings can have a significant impact on the future expansion of environmental management initiatives 
because very few schools have available capital to make initial investments into these projects.   
   
Dr. Yang Ke continued by acknowledging scope for greater links between green schools and consumer 
education projects.  She specifically identified the UNESCO‐sponsored Youth X‐Change guide (translated 
into Chinese by CEEC), LOHAS for Youth project, the Recycling of Text Books project as important 
examples of drawing these activities across formal and informal education sectors.  Dr. Ke also 
acknowledged that there are important opportunities to work with NGO’s and to expand the promotion 
of ESC into the public sphere.  Progressing forward from lessons learned, Dr. Yang Ke suggested that the 
seven steps identified for eco‐schools could also be applied for Consumer ESC: 

• STEP 1 – Eco‐Schools Committee 

• STEP 2 – Environmental Review 

• STEP 3 – Action Plan 

• STEP 4 – Monitoring and Evaluation 

• STEP 5 – Curriculum Linking 

• STEP 6 – Involving the Wider Community 

• STEP 7 – Eco‐Code 
 
In conclusion, Dr. Ke explained that we must consider the private and public factors in consumption 
overlap, with the individual concerns focussing on personal preference, economic value, habitual 
patterns, and emotional desires, while the public pressure is formed social, moral, and cultural 
conditioning and environmental constraints.  Finally, Dr. Ke put forth that we must consider the power 
consumerism and marketing plays in driving consumption patterns, and that we must also consider the 
impacts of losing much of our cultural heritage and traditional practices through the process of market 
globalisation.   
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The Current Situation of 
Sustainable Consumption in China

Ministry of Environmental Protection, P.R. China

Contents
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Background of Sustainable Consumption in China

Framework of Sustainable Consumption Policies

Main Body of Sustainable Consumption in China

Tools for Promotion of Sustainable 
Consumption by Chinese Government
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Background of Sustainable Consumption in China

Framework of Sustainable Consumption Policies

Main Body of Sustainable Consumption in China

Tools for Promotion of Sustainable 
Consumption by Chinese Government

Sustainable consumption means moderate and green 

consumption within the scope of the carrying capacity of 

resources and environment on the premise that it suits economic 

development level and consumers income level.

Sustainable consumption is the optimization consumption 

which saves resources and produces least wastes.

Sustainable consumption starts from meeting the growing 

needs of people s substance and culture, and aims at improving 

people s living conditions and realizing full development.

Definition
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Concept of Sustainable Consumption in China

The Sustainable Consumption in China focuses on scientific 
development view, aims at saving energy and resources and 
protecting ecological environment. It meets the requirements of 
constructing a well-off society, complies with economic rules, social 
rules and natural rules, and realizes economic growth, social 
advancement and consumers benefits as well as the benefits of their 
offspring. It meets the needs of substance, spirit and ecology of 
humans. 

Background of Implementation of 
Sustainable Consumption in China

Chinese government 
Proposes full-range scientific 
development view.

Consumption view of Chinese 
people is changing.

Income level of Chinese 
residents is improved and 
consumption structure is 
upgraded.

Sustainable consumption 
theories is researched deeply in 
China and green public 
procurement is practiced.

Sustainable 
Consumption

In China

Contents
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2

3

4

Background of Sustainable Consumption in China

Framework of Sustainable Consumption Policies

Main Body of Sustainable Consumption in China

Tools for Promotion of Sustainable 
Consumption by Chinese Government

Framework of Sustainable Consumption Policies in China

Law 
Policies 

Information Policies

Economic 
Policies
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Law Policies

In 2002, Chinese government released LLaaww  ooff  PP..RR..CC..  oonn  GGoovveerrnnmmeenntt  

PPrrooccuurreemmeenntt..  

In 2003, The State Council released Opinions on Promotion of 
Clean Production. 

In 2003, the State Environmental Protection Administration released 
Notice of relevant issues on China Environmental Labelling 
Certification. 

In 2004, the Method on the Management of Energy Efficiency 
Marks was released.

In 2004, the State Council released the 
Opinions on Promoting the Circular Economy Development.

Decretive Policies

In 2006, the Ministry of Finance and the Ministry of Environmental 
Protection released Suggestions on the Implementation of 

Government Procurement of Environmental Labeling Products and 
the Inventory of Environment labeling Products for Government 

Procurement.

In 2007, the Law on Energy Conservation of People's Republic of 
China was emended, and a series of policies were issued, such as

Managing Rules of Recycling and Treatment of Waste Household 
Electronic Appliance and Electronic Products, Techniques and 

Policies of Preventing the Pollution of Waste Electronics, Managing 
Method of Electronics and IT Products, Stop of Over packaging, 

Notice of Restricting the Production and Sales of Plastic Shopping 
Bags, and Managing Rules of Payment of Plastic Shopping Bags in 

Retail Stores.

Economic Policies

The Law on Income Tax of the Enterprises in P.R. China

Opinions on Economic Policies of Developing Urban Public 
Transportation First

Green Credit, Green Insurance, Green securities

Information Policies

consumption habits, guarantee consumption security, provide 

consumption convenience, lead consumption fashion and enrich 

consumption choices.
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Information Policies

The Work Commission of Waste Electronics Comprehensive Use 

of the China Electronic Energy-

and green recycling. Through a series of activities, it provides 

support for the release of relevant laws, techniques, criteria and 

rules, explores the model of recycling and treatment of waste 

electronics which suits China national situation, and promotes green 

recycling ideal among consumers.

Contents

1

2

3

4

Background of Sustainable Consumption in China

Framework of Sustainable Consumption Policies

Main Body of Sustainable Consumption in China

Tools for Promotion of Sustainable 
Consumption by Chinese Government

Three Main Bodies of Sustainable Consumption in China

Government Enterprises Individuals

Restriction by policy support 
and institutions

Guidance and demonstration 
of sustainable consumption

Function in areas where 
enterprises and society cannot 
operate efficiently 

Sustainable production by 
focusing on environmental 
protection and techniques
Further promote reasonable 
circular use and treatment 
wastes
Improvement of efficiency of 
resource use and  Reduction 
of the emission of pollutants

Choosing sustainable 
products and services

Adopting sustainable 
consumption styles

Reducing environmental 
burden of daily life 

Contents
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Background of Sustainable Consumption in China

Framework of Sustainable Consumption Policies

Main Body of Sustainable Consumption in China

Tools for Implementation of Sustainable Consumption
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1 2

China 
Environmental 

Labeling 
Program

Tools for Implementation of Sustainable Consumption

Public Green 
Procurement 
Systems

Concept and Background of Green Public Procurement

Green Public Procurement
The activities where based on the consideration of the whole life-cycle of the products, 
government selects the products and services with minimum threat to human health, minimum 
resource consumption and adverse impacts on the environment when it procures goods, services 
and technologies, which encourages the development & production and environment-friendly 
products and services, optimizes industrial and economic structure, promotes economic 
sustainable development and guides sustainable consumption by the whole society.

The effects of Green Public Procurement

1 32

Green Public Procurement
system has government a 
model function and may be 
an important means for 
regulating macro economy 
and promoting structural 
adjustment of industries and 
products. 

Green Public Procurement
can improve corporate 
environmental awareness, 
facilitate and promote 
enterprises to strengthen 
and improve environmental 
management and is 
conducive to the 
implementation of 
sustainable production 
strategy.

Green Public Procurement
can raise public 
environmental awareness and 
accelerate the development 
of green consumption market.

Policy framework and procedures

2002
Promulgated the Law of the People's Republic 

of China on Government Procurement

China has introduced the very 
effective practice of many developed 
countries, i.e. the development of some 
compulsory regulations or policies to 
promote green market in initial 
implementation period of green 
procurement.

2003

Suggestions on the Implementation of Government 
Procurement of Environmental Labeling Products 
Published the Inventory of Environment labeling 

Products for Government Procurement
2006

Several Opinions of the State Council on Accelerating the 
Development of Circular Economy 

Decision of the State Council on the Implementation of the Outlook on 
Scientific Development and Strengthening Environmental Protection 

2005

Issued the opinion on the Implementation of Government 
Procurement of Energy Saving Products

Published the Inventory of Energy Saving Products for 
Government Procurement

2004

Opinion on the Implementing of Governmental 
Procurement of Environmental Labeling Products
Emended the law on energy conservation of People's 

Republic of China
2007

Republic of China stipulates that: in government 
procurement, governments shall give the priority to the 
procurement of products conducive to environmental 
protection.

2008

Scope of Green Public Procurement in China

Main propellants of GPP in China

National development and reform commission (NDRC) 
Ministry of Finance 
Ministry of Environmental Protection (former SEPA)

Main types of products in GPP of China

Office Consumables, Cleaning Products, IT Equipment, 
Office Equipment, Vehicles And Building Materials, Etc. 
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Considerations of Identifiing the priorioty procurement areas

Considerations 

The environmental impacts 
of products or services

The scale of government procurement

The appropriate access to the 
information about green products

The effect on cultivation and 
development of green market.

Procedures of Green Public Procurement in China

1 2 3 4

5 Issuing 
announce. of 

public bidding

Develop 
GPP plan

Choose GPP 
method

Develop 
GPP budget

Identify GPP 
inventory

6 7 8 Identify 
Supplier & sign 

contract
Comment 

on bid

Organize  
invitation
to bid

Procedures of Green Public Procurement in China

1 2 3 4

5 Issuing 
announce. of 

public bidding

Develop 
GGP plan

Choose GGP 
method

Develop 
GGP budget

Identify GGP 
inventory

6 7 8 Identify 
Supplier & sign 

contract
Comment 

on bid

Organize  
invitation
to bid

Explain energy saving or 
environmental protection 
requirement for the product, 
product qualifications or 
review standard for 
prioritized procurement.

Procedures of Green Public Procurement in China

1 2 3 4

5 Issuing 
announce. of 

public bidding

Develop 
GGP plan

Choose GGP 
method

Develop 
GGP budget

Identify GGP 
inventory

6 7 8 Identify 
Supplier & sign 

contract
Comment 

on bid

Organize  
invitation
to bid

Use many methods 
including comprehensive 
rating method to firstly 
select ESP products or 
ELP products
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Standard of Green Public Procurement in China

China Environment Label has been adopts 
as the requirement for GGP

China Environment Label Standard meets the quality requirements for the procurement 
products. 

The development of China Environment Label Standard is based on the assessment of life 
cycle of the product 
The Standards are fully reflects the concerns of all stakeholders such as government 
departments, groups, consumers, producers, marketers and environmental organizations

Supporting means of GPP in China

The development of information network to ensure timely delivery 
of green procurement information is the prerequisite for green 
procurement.

Internet

Resource Sharing 
procurement Networks

Domestic green procurement 
information

International green procurement 
information

Trans-national share and 
communication of green procurement

information and experiences

Display of green products

Backgrounds and laws & regulations
on green procurement in each country 

of the world

Companies 
involving GPPChina Government 

Procurement Network

http://www.ccgp.g
ov.cn/

Website of the Ministry 
of Environmental 
Protection of PRC 

http://www.sepa.
gov.cn/

China Green 
Procurement Network

http://www.cgpn. 
cn/

The official media 
of the Inventory

Meaning

Water

Hill

Ring

China environmental labeling 
is composed of sun, verdant 
hill and water in the center. It is 
circled with ten rings .The 
central configuration 
symbolizes the environment in 
which human beings live, the 
surrounding ten rings are 
closely intervolved, indicating 
that the public participate in 
environmental protection. 
Meanwhile, the Chinese 

same as the first Chinese 

representing that all the people 
make a united efforts to 
protect the environment in 
which human-beings live.

27

Sun

Function

To develop China 
Green Economics

To Guide China 
Green Consumption

To Promote Harmony 
Development of 
Environment and 
Economics

To Construct 
Environmentally 
Friendly Society

C
hina Environm

ental Labelling

Considers government participation
as the main body and builds a green bridge 
between the government and consumers. 

Guides enterprises, consumers to 
choose and recognize green products 
and to carry out sustainable consumption.

Provides ways for enterprises and 
The public to participate in 
environmental protection.

76



The tenet

1 The overall goal of the state Environmental Protection, take full 
advantage of this market instruments to promote economic and social 
sustainable development, promote the improvement of environmental 
quality in China

2
Putting people first ,enhance public health protection, and guide 
scientific consumption, and green consumption. 

3 Provide for public participation in environmental protection ways for 
environmental labeling products link public and the strategy of 
sustainable development, and promote sustainable consumption, and 
promoting the development of recycle economy. 

International protocol

The priority product category

Recycled and reused material

Human health protection

Improve local environmental quality

Improve resources and energy using efficiency

Improve indoor environmental quality

Improve energy-saving and GHG effect reduction

The certified product category

72 categories including textile, auto, construction 
material, light-industry products

Outcome of China Environmental 
Labelling

72 groups of products 
including construction 
materials, textiles, auto 
cars, commodities,
electric appliance, and 
packaging products have 
been awarded China 
Environmental Labelling.

China Environmental 
Labeling Criteria is one of 
the standards for the 
Governmental 
Procurement List of 
Environmental Labeling 
Products

More than 1900 
corporations and more 
than 40,000 types of 
products have gained 
the China 
Environmental Labeling.

Total production value 
of the products with 
China Environmental 
Labeling is more than 
200,000,000,000.
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THE SUSTAINABLE CONSUMPTION OF GREEN 
SCHOOLS IN CHINA

A Case Study on the Campus 
Environmental Management Project in 

Green School 

Yang Ke
Center for Environmental Education and 

Communications, Ministry of 
Environmental Protection, CHINA

Content
I Sustainable Consumption and School 
Education
II. The background and significance of the 
practice of energy-saving and pollutants 
emission reduction in school campus
III. Case study on the campus environmental 
management project
IV. Consumer Education Projects
V Suggestions on the Promotion of the 
Education of Sustainable Consumption in 
Public.

Abstract

This paper is focused on how to implement 
sustainable consumption to young people, 
especially at school level, and used campus 
environmental management project as a case 
to analyze and discuss this issue.

I Sustainable Consumption and 
School Education

Origins of Sustainable Consumption
Meetings and Seminars on Sustainable 
Consumption
Definition of Sustainable consumption
The new concepts and strategies of 
development set forward by the Chinese 
government
Importance of education for sustainable 
consumption 
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Origins of Sustainable Consumption

Earth Summit in Rio de Janeiro and Agenda 21 
in 1992 

All the country should promote the 
construction of the sustainable consumption 
pattern. 

Meetings and Seminars on Sustainable 
Consumption

Symposium on Sustainable Consumption in 
Oslo, Norway in 1994; 

Workshop on Policy Measures for Changing 
Consumption Patterns Hosted in Seoul, Korea 
in 1995.

and UNEP in 2006.

Definition of Sustainable consumption

"[Sustainable production and consumption is] the 
use of goods and services that respond to basic 
needs and bring a better qualify of life, while 
minimizing the use of natural resources, toxic 
materials and emissions of waste and pollutants over 
the life cycle, so as not to jeopardize the needs of 
future generations." 

(Symposium: Sustainable Consumption. Oslo, Norway; 19-20 January 1994.)

Finding workable solutions to imbalances social 
and environmental through more responsible 
behaviors from everyone.

(Youth X Change Project)

The new concepts and strategies of development 
set forward by the Chinese government

Changing the development pattern into a 
sustainable one

Establishing energy-saving and environmental 
friendly systems

Low-carbon economy
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Importance of education for 
sustainable consumption 

Education for sustainable consumption is an 
important part for constructing energy-saving 
and environmental friendly systems in China. 

Young people are an important target group 
on the demand-side in this consumer society 
and play a determinant role in future 
consumption patterns. 

II. The background and significance of the practice of energy-
saving and pollutants emission reduction in school campus

Resource-saving and environmental-friendly 
-

Green school construction has the special 
significance and the function

The Environmental Education is one of the 
necessary and effective ways to realize the 
environmental protection and the sustainable 
development.

Policies promoting EE in Schools.

Resource-saving and 
environmental-friendly society

Scientific development concept
resource-saving and environmental-friendly 
society

Adopt sustainable ways of production, life style and  
consumption 

Establish harmonious relations between human and 
the environment.

Green school construction has the 
special significance for young people
Consisted with the foundation direction of 
resource-saving and environmental-friendly 
society

Practicing the scientific development concept 
in a broader scope,

Distributing the concept and information of 
sustainable development

Giving vivid examples of how to integrate 
these concept in school and personal life. 
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III. Case study on the campus 
environmental management project
1. Introduction of the project
2. The theoretical basis of the campus energy-saving 
& emission reduction practice - - campus environment 
management
(1) The aims of Campus environmental management 
(2) The features of the Campus environmental 
management 
3. The benefit of Campus environmental management
4. The environmental and economical benefits of 
campus environmental management project

1. Introduction of the project

Piloting stage

September 2003-December 2005 CEMP 34 

schools from 5 provinces participate.

Promoting stage:

CEMP was promoted in all the 705 national award 

green schools. In 2006 161 green schools in 2007

99 green schools, in 2008, 359 green schools

2. The theoretical basis of the campus energy-saving 
& emission reduction practice - - campus 

environment management

(1) The aims of Campus environmental 
management 

(2) The features of the Campus 
environmental management 

Three WINs of CEMP!!

EEccoonnoommyy

EEnnvviirroonnmmeenntt MMaannaaggeemmeenntt
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Recycling of CEMP

Preparation

Self-investigation

Preparation

Optimizing mesures

Planing 

Action 

Evaluation

Improvment 

Recycle waste water for flush 
and grassland

a pump house

Water tank on the top of school building

Roof solar heater in the affiliated 
high school of the Jiangsu 

Use wasted tire as boundary of grassland
Reuse

Lusuezhen Primary School
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Water saving campaign in schools of 
CEMP

Children exchange books in the school 
of CEMP 

Cloth tissue instead of paper tissue
No.1 kindgarten in Wuzhou Guangxi

paper tissue saved per year 4,770 roles
Money saved per year 5,724 RMB

Recycling Wastes
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3. The benefit of Campus 
environmental management

environment benefit

economic benefit

educational benefit

others

Classification for 112 Measures

water 24.1%

electricity 16.1%

paper  14.3%

garbage recycle 10.7%

leftovers 9.8%

fuel 8.9%

other material 6.3%

security measures 6.3%

others 3.6%

410103.98 403504.32

167978.71

73115.16
60324.6

24453

0

50000

100000

150000

200000

250000

300000

350000

400000

450000

Financial benefits (RMB) of the 78 project schools in 2006

Electricity Wster Paper Fule Waste Leftovers

Statictics of the investment on implementing mesures of the
Campus Environment Management Project Pilot Schools in 2006

45%

24%

6%

12%

13%

0

<2000RMB

2000-5000RMB

5000-10000RMB

>10000RMB
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IV. Consumer Education Projects

1 Distribution of Youth X Change 
Guidebook

2. LOHAS for youth

3. Recycling of textbooks in schools

4. Public Projects on Sustainable 
Consumption

5. NGO s role in education of sustainable 
consumption

1 Distribution of Youth X Change 
Guidebook

2. LOHAS for youth
3. Recycling of textbooks in 

schools
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3. Recycling of textbooks in 
schools

4. Public Projects on Sustainable 
Consumption

Collect Waste Oil in Kitchen consumption
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5. NGO s role in education of 
sustainable consumption

V Suggestions on the Promotion of the 
Education of Sustainable Consumption in Public.

Sustainable production and consumption are 
important mechanisms to implement 
sustainable development.

education on sustainable consumption will be 
an effective way to influence Sustainable 
Development.

V Suggestions on the Promotion of the 
Education of Sustainable Consumption in Public

1. Strengthen policy on education on sustainable 
consumption
2. Integrate education of sustainable 
consumption in the formal education system
3. Public communication on sustainable 
consumption
4. NGO s role in education of sustainable 
consumption
5. Integrate sustainable consumption into 
acknowledged national wide environmental 
education programmes such as green school, 
green community etc. 

Eco-school Programme

TTHHEE  EECCOO--SSCCHHOOOOLLSS  77  SSTTEEPPSS

STEP 1 Eco-Schools Committee
STEP 2 Environmental Review
STEP 3 Action Plan
STEP 4 Monitoring and Evaluation
STEP 5 Curriculum Linking
STEP 6 Involving the Wider Community
STEP 7 Eco-Code
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Themes in Eco-school Programme

Energy

Transportation
Climate Chang

Consumption

Water
Waste Thinking and Discussing

Two Aspects of Consumption

Private
Personal

Economical

Habitual

Emotional

Public
Social 

Moral

Cultural

Environmental

Education for Sustainable 
Consumption

Obstacles

Marketing Economy System

Social Evaluation System

Free Trade

Personal Right

Lost tradition

Enemies

Advertisement

Allure

Greed
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who are you?
Left Hand and Right Hand

Productivity

Economy System

Globalization

Marketing

Eco

Value

Tradition

Social fare
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http://store.taobao.com/shop
/view_shop.htm

Hand made shoes

1pare shoes/2month/person

=6 pare shoes/year/person

=7,800,000,000/year

Modern Shoes Production

10,000,000,000 pare shoes / year

Overseas Reaction to China-made Small 
Commodities

ON September 16, 2004 a 
warehouse full of stock for 
a Chinese shoe shopping 
center in Elche, Spain was 
completely burnt down, 
causing 1 million Euros 
worth damage.

It is reported that 
Wenzhou shoes sell for just 
three-to-five euros in Elche 

barely a sixth of the price 
of locally made footwear.

How to Educate for 
Sustainability In an 

Unsustainable World?

Challenge to ESC 
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Western Wisdom Refuse the temptation 

Once again, the devil took him 
to a very high mountain, and 
showed him all the kingdoms 

if you ,will only fall down and 

Lord your God and worship 
The Temptation by Satan

Matthew, New Testament, Bible 

Eastern Wisdom Benevolence

Tradition Value
Work hard by hoe at 
midday

Sweating the soil. 

Do you know that grains 
come from?

work of the farmers. 

Present Value
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Where is the Way? THANK YOU For YOUR Attention!
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REGIONAL AND NATIONAL ESC CASES 

 
Chairman: Dr. Mee Young Choi, IGES 
 
Taking Action for Sustainable Lifestyles   
Presentation, UNEP‐Paris, Ms. Morgan Stecker 

 
Green Campus Initiative in Korea 
Presentation, Green Campus Initiative, Prof. Eui Soon Shine 
 
 

Ms. Morgan Stecker began this session with a brief  introduction of the concept of sustainable 
lifestyles  and  consumption,  supported  by  statistical  figures.  In  particular,  she  emphasised  that  a 
sustainable lifestyle can be achieved both by personal changes and through policy decisions. To promote 
sustainable  lifestyles,  not  only  individuals’  social  responsibility  but  also  their  own  needs  are  critical. 
Regarding  policy  decisions,  she  stressed  the  significance  of  the  Marrakech  Process  for  10  Year 
Framework of Programme  (10YFP) which will be evaluated next year  in 2010. She also explained  that 
this Marrakech Process  for 10YFP was planned especially  for sustainable consumption and production 
within the formal sector, and was to be  intertwined with the United Nations Decade on Education for 
Sustainable Development  (UNDESD). That  is, the Marrakech Process  for Sustainable Consumption and 
Production is to tackle the hardware part of the social system, whilst UNDESD is to reform the software 
of society education mechanisms. In doing so, diverse stakeholders’ involvements and partnerships are 
needed,  especially  promoted  by  Consumer  Citizenship  Networks.  Nevertheless,  there  are  many 
challenges  for Education  for Consumption  (ESC): ESC policies  from  formal education sectors, cohesive 
and  innovative  strategies  for  consumer  education,  promoting  sustainable  education  institutions, 
creating  pedagogical  approaches  and  tools, multi‐stakeholders’  cooperation  and  further  research  & 
evaluation. 

 
Prof. Eui‐Soon Shin began his presentation with an introduction of the urgent climate change issues with 
some scientific figures. He also introduced the Korean government’s high interest in education for green 
leadership in higher education. Within these two major national interests, the presidents of 28 Korean 
universities across the country gathered and  launched the Green Campus  Initiative (GCI)  in May 2009. 
According  to Prof. Edu‐Soon  Shin’s explanation, Korean universities  consume 14% of  the  institutional 
energy consumption. Therefore, GCI has been acknowledged  in Korea as a critical green movement to 
contribute  to  building  a  Low‐Carbon  Society.  GCI  has  significance  in  promoting  formal  educational 
sectors and  local members via partnerships with elementary, middle & high schools and communities. 

97



Prof. Edu‐Soon Shi also introduced actual GCI cases in Korea and the rest of the world. For instance, he 
introduced  the  green  activities  of  three  Korean  universities;  Seoul  National  University,  Koomin 
University  and  Sangji University. He  also  introduced  two  other American  universities’  cases; Harvard 
University and Minnesota University. He concluded by placing emphasis on the balance amongst three 
cohesive  social  factors  consisting  of  a  sustainability  to  build  a  Low‐Carbon  Society  i.e.  ecology, 
community and economy. 
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+

Taking Action for 
Sustainable Lifestyles

United Nations Environment Programme

Regional Workshop on ESC in China, Japan and the Republic of Korea
16-17th July, 2009

+ Education for sustainable lifestyles and consumption: 
a core challenge today

Consumption

Worldwide individuals face the consequences of unsustainable 
consumption and production (degradation of the environment and 

natural resources, socio-

Selecting, buying, using, caring and disposing of goods and 

A core value of contemporary lifestyles, representations, attitudes 
and behaviors

Unsustainable 
patterns

+ Our challenges today

Fostering 
sustainable 

lifestyles

Our framework for action and cooperation

Contribute to the international debate on SCP
Motivate policy-makers and stakeholders to

engage into strategies for sustainable lifestyles
Approach consumers through education and

communication, cultural diversity
Develop creative tools and pragmatic

approaches (formal and informal education)
Create ESC networks

Practices and choices, at the individual or collective 
level, that enable individuals to meet their needs and 
aspirations with a sense of responsibility towards the 
present and future generations, taking into account 

their environmental and social impacts

Meeting 
priorities

+

Environment for Development

Support change in lifestyles, consumer 
choices and behaviors

Business responsibility in producing 
« stuff » vs. goods & services with real value 
to society

Governments enabling framework, market 
instruments, incentives and measures, 
raising awareness

Promoting SCP and ESC at the 
international level: Marrakech Process on 
SCP
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+

Marrakech Process for 
Sustainable Consumption and 

Production

Achieving progress in the introduction of 
sustainable consumption and production 
issues into formal processes considering 
appropriate links to businesses, buildings, 
education, tourism, national action plans, 

eco-labelling, eco-design, etc.

United Nations Decade on 
Education for Sustainable 

Development

10-Year Framework of Programme on SCP (2010)
International, regional and national strategies for sustainable development

Civil society (e.g. Consumer Citizenship Network)
Private sector

Engaging, encouraging and enabling 
actions to foster sustainable lifestyles 

and maker them desirable 
UNESCO Bonn Declaration 2009

Our framework for action:
Policy-making for advancing sustainable societies

+ Educating towards sustainable lifestyles

Responsible citizens and consumers

Rational participation in the markets
(social and environmental impacts)

Awareness of fundamental rights and 
freedoms

Participation in the public debate (values, 
quality of life, responsibility and 

Knowledge, attitudes and skills necessary 

+ HERE and NOW!
Education for sustainable consumption

Recommendations and Guidelines

A publication from the United Nations Environment Programme and the Marrakech 
Task Force on Education for Sustainable Consumption led by Italy in collaboration 
with the United Nations Decade on Education for Sustainable Development and 

the Hedmark University College in Norway

+

ESC policies from primary schools to high schools
Cohesiveness and innovation: beyond consumer / 

environmental education
Adaptation of teacher training

Promotion of sustainable education institutions
Creation of pedagogical approaches and tools

Multi-stakeholder cooperation, especially at the local level
Research and evaluation

What is 
needed?

A dynamic and adaptable process

Observation: ESC is not a central topic in educational systems, 
nor a priority in national education policies
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+ YouthXchange Programme

Is the future yours? A survey on
consumption patterns among young
people (2000)

A UNEP/UNESCO 
programme

More than 1 billion people aged 15 to 24
years old

90% of those younger than 25 live in
developing countries

These youth aspire to have the same
lifestyles as those in developed
countries

The youth paradoxe

+ World gross product

+
Population under the age of 15

+ YXC training kit on sustainable lifestyles

A train-the-trainer toolkit associating a guide
book and a website

A working tool for educators and trainers to
explain the challenges and opportunities of SD in a day
to day life frame and to empower youth towards action

Target: 15-25 global urban consumer class / future
decision makers

Aims to assist youth groups, NGOs and teachers to
help raise awareness of SC in a fun, accurate and
concrete way

A training kit adapted in 19 countries and translated
in 16 languages

30 local partners and 500 organizations A 
new culture of consumption

http://www.youthxchange.net
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+
In China with the Centre for Environmental Education and 

communications 
199,000 copies of the guide in Chinese were distributed to CEEC/ SEPA and 
the centers for environment education at provincial level which are under 
provincial-level Environmental Protection Bureaus of 31 provinces/municipality 
cities. 

KidsXchange for students and for teachers - environmental education 
material for elementary school teachers and students 
distribution to 73 schools / 500 copies of Japanese YXC / 11 000 KXC / 11 
millions copies of advertisement in National newspapers
On KXC : Positive feedback from teachers and accrued interest from the 
Ministry of Education 

International Eco-leadership Youth Camps - designed to raise awareness on 
environment to young people
network of young actors of sustainable consumption
Website : www.youthXchange.org 
educational programme for university students. 

+

7-day bicycle tour in the province of Laguna reaching out to 20,000 people (Dec.2006)
Developed the YouthXchange YouthXhibit poster campaign on sustainable lifestyles 
featuring known personalities, environmental and youth advocates, artists and social 
entrepreneurs to be launched in 2009 (Nov 2008)
film series in schools on SCP reaching out to 1,500 youth 
Mass communication campaign on sustainable lifestyles reaching out to a broad public.

Women Go Beyond: educate and empower their 92% female workforce
Gap Go Beyond community outreach programme to empower women and youth
self-designed projects by identifying existing problems and means to address the issue 
based on the learnings gained from YXC. 
reach 15,000 youth in 30 schools. 

+ A stamp for Sustainable Lifestyles

The French postal service "La Poste" and UNEP have partnered to publish a booklet of 
letter stamps (Carnet de dix) inspired by UNEP UNESCO YXC 
The stamps present 10 objects or aspects of our daily lives from different angles so as 
to make us think about our lifestyles.
Answers and indications on what to do are in the back cover of the carnet which is 
designed to be a reusable reminder fitting in the wallet. 

+

How do young adults (18-35) from different
cultures perceive, picture and shape sustainable
lifestyles?
How can we build on their experience, creative

ideas and values to implement policies and send
messages on sustainability that are respectful of
their reality and socio-cultural identities?

Global Survey on Sustainable Lifestyles

A cross-cultural report with recommendations on
developing new solutions and on communicating on
sustainable lifestyles
New networks on sustainable lifestyles
An original approach replicable in many 

countries 
A greater visibility of the Marrakech Process on

Sustainable Consumption and Production

Explore

Produce
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+ Stimulating scenarios for sustainability

9 sustainable 
scenarios

MOBILITY

FOOD

HOUSE KEEPING Vegetable Bag Subscription
A solution to do easy and convenient 

shopping with local farmers 

1-minute videos with subtitles in all languages

+
GSSL Side Projects

1. SEE - Sustainable Everyday 
Explorations 

2. Creative Gallery on Sustainable 
Lifestyles

A building scenario exercise among
design studens worldwide to collect their
ideas for sustainable lifestyles

A platform to give people and
organizations the opportunity to share,
view and learn about scenarios on
sustainable lifestyles

+

International 
organizations

Public institutions

Specific sectors 

(tourism, design, retailers, etc.)

Educators, trainers, youthCitizens and consumers

Business and industry

Thank you for your attention!

morgan.strecker@unep.org

103



July 17, 2009

Eui-Soon Shin, Ph.D.
Professor, Yonsei University
Chairman, KAGCI

Green Campus Initiative in Korea

1

1. Background

2.   KAGCI

3.   Cases of Green Campus Initiative  

4.   Agenda of KAGCI 

CONTENTS

2

In the 21C, climate change is the most important concern of 
mankind

Mean

temperature

in the past 100 years,

increased 0.74

forcasted to increase as

much as 6.4 by the

end of 21C

Sea level
In the past 40 years,

rose 1.8mm/year

until the end of 21C,

Could rise 59cm

1-1. Climate Change, Global Digester    

N  Education for Green Leadership 

GGoovveerrnn
mmeenntt  

UUnniivv..  

PPaarraaddiiggmm  sshhiifftt

3

1-2. Present Condition of University

Over-Consumption of Univ.

UUnniivveerrssiittiieess    ccoonnssuummee  1144%%  ooff  
iinnssttiittuuttiioonnaall  eenneerrggyy  
ccoonnssuummppttiioonn
SSeeoouull  NNaattiioonnaall  UUnniivveerrssiittyy  iiss    

rraannkkeedd  55tthh aammoonngg  tthhee  ttoopp  
eenneerrggyy  ccoonnssuummiinngg    iinnssttiittuuttiioonnss  

Affluenza of Students

Students  consume 
higher than the 
average people, 
infected by affluenza
(Affluent + Influenza)

Consumer education

environmental education

eennvviirroonnmmeennttaall  
ccoonnsscciioouussnneessss

ccoonnssuummppttiioonn

4
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Society of Infinite competition  
University supplied necessary human resources
Hot, Flat, and Crowded World Not sufficient  attention was 

paid to the ecological value of the environment

1-3. Roles of University

Until Present

Necessity of change 

The fight against global warming will shape the 21st century. 
Colleges and universities must exercise leadership in their 

communities and society by modeling ways to eliminate GHG 
emissions, and by providing the knowledge and the educated 
graduates to achieve climate neutrality.

5

2-1. KAGCI(Korean Association for Green Campus Initiative)

To promote the education for sustainable development and
the researches to integrate environment, economy, and society.

To mobilize university-wide stakeholders to institutionalize
sustainability principle through policy development, advocacy,
and the development of accountability frameworks.

To help universities in achieving theirs sustainability goals by
working together with the (local) communities and (elementary,
middle, high) schools to achieve carbon green growth.

Purpose

K I   CGA

6

7

History

2-2. KAGCI

1994 Yonsei Univ. Yonsei Environmental Declaration 

2001 Chosun Univ. Demonstration Village to use renewable energy 

2003
Kookmin 
Univ.

Initiation of Green Campus activity

2003 Sangji Univ. Start building  environmentally-friendly Campus

2003 Yonsei Univ. Research Report for Eco Campus of Yonsei University

2006 Konkuk Univ. Operation of Solar power system

2008 Seoul N. Univ. Declaration For Sustainable SNU 

Before KAGCI

(Korean Association for Green Campus Initiative)

7
8

History

Nov  25, 2008. Establishment of KAGCI

Mar  12, 2009. Mutual agreement of  representatives of 20 universities  for
Green Campus Initiative

Apr   15, 2009. Conference to share the  cases of green campus initiative  in 
Korea(with the  Ministry of Environment)

Apr   17, 2009. Pre-C40 Conference on cooperation between Cities and 
ith the Seoul City)

May  13, 2009. Declaration   of 28 University Presidents  for the Green 
Campus initiative
KAGCI chairman, Education, Science and Technology Minister, 
Environment Minister, Yonsei Univ. President singed MOU

July,2009. 33 institution-member universities 

After KAGCI

2-3. KAGCI(Korean Association for Green Campus Initiative)

8
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2-4. Activities of KAGCI

General Assembly to 
establish KAGCI in Nov. 25, 
2008

Pre-C40 Conference with the
Seoul Metropolitan City, Apr.
17, 2009

Conference to share 
green campus 
initiative experiences 
of Korean universities  
with  the Ministry of 
Environment in  Apr. 
15, 2009

9

Declaration 
of 28 University Presidents 

for the Green Campus initiative

KAGCI chairman, Education and Science  
Minister, Environment Minister, Yonsei Univ. 
President, signed MOU to reduce CO2 and to 
promote sustainable  development in the 
university campus.
(At Yonsei University in Seoul, May, 13. 2009)

2-5. Activities of KAGCI

10

3. Cases of Green Campus Initiative

Harvard Univ.

Minnesota Univ.

Yonsei Univ. 

Seoul N. Univ.

Kookmin Univ.

Sangji Univ.

UUSSAA SSoouutthh  KKoorreeaa

11

GREEN is the New Crimson

SSuussttaaiinnaabbiilliittyy  and HHaarrvvaarrdd  UUnniivveerrssiittyy  IInniittiiaattiivvee

3-1. Harvard University

12
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3-2. Minnesota University 

13

GGrreeeenn  ffuuttuurree::  
BBiioommaassss  DDiissttrriicctt

Green Eating Green vehicles Green Conservation: 
Water

Green Disposal: 
Recycling

Campus facilities leaders commissioned a 
campus water resource conservation study 
in 2002. Today, residence halls and other c
ampus buildings conserve more than two 
million gallons of water annually, saving $1
5,000 each year.

3-3. Yonsei Univ.-eco campus

Vision

Strategy

Build the Capacity for a Sustainable Future

Industry-Academy-
Government
Cooperation

Innovative System:
Multidisciplinary & 
Holistic Approach

Asian Hub:
Songdo GAC (Global 
Academic Complex)

Cultivate decision makers considering on sustainability

Educate advanced researchers with an international  

competitive capability

Fulfill social and global responsibilities through education

Green campus construction & management

Solar photovoltatic 
Power Generation

Hydrogen station
14

3-4. Seoul N. University-Sustainable SNU

Research & education

Co-work with community

Environment management of Campus

Environmentally-friendly Campus

2008 Sustainable SNU Declaration in the 
Knowledge-based society

Management for Sustainable 
Development

Acquisition of ISO 14001 certification.

Global Asian Center of 
Sustainability

June 10, 2009.15

Green Campus     

Green Curriculum 

Green Network

3-5. Kookmin  Univ. : energy zero+ Univ.

16
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Alternative energy

BBuuiillddiinngg  EECCOO--CCaammppuuss
official evaluation(every 5 year)

ECO- Curriculum Environmentally-friendly 
organic restaurant

3-6. Sangji University- GENS 21

Solar photovoltaic 
power generation

SSeeccttiioo

nn

SSeemmee

sstteerr
subject class Size

Liberal 

Edu.

2008-

2

14 (3e-

Learnig)
29 2,261

Major

Edu.

2008-

2
35 35 1,011

local food 
17 1

Education & Research
with Nature

Campus

Transaction between
Nature and Eco Campus

Reduce
Reuse

Recycle

Receive

Restore

Restore

Remember

IImm
pp
rroo

vv
ee

SSuussttaaiinnaabbiilliittyy

Green-Campus

Sustainability

COMMUITY ECONOMY

ECOLOGY

4. Agenda of KAGCI 

18

TThhaannkk  yyoouu
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1177TTHH
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CONCLUSIVE SESSION 

 
Chairman: Mr. Simon Hoiberg Olsen, UNESCAP 
 
   
Summary of Regional Workshop 
Education for Sustainable Consumption in China, Japan and Republic of Korea 
“Investigating Policies and Practical Strategies to Influence Consumer Behaviour” 
Presentation, IGES, Dr. Robert J. Didham 
 
Conclusive Discussion 
Facilitated by Mr. Simon Hoiberg Olsen, UNESCAP 
 
Closing Remarks 
Presentation, IGES, Dr. Mee Young Choi 
 
 

Dr. Robert J. Didham provided a presentation summarising the outcomes of the Regional 
Workshop of Education for Sustainable Consumption in China, Japan and Republic of Korea.  He began 
by reminding the participants of the original aims of the workshop and the overall objective of 
investigating policies and practical strategies to influence consumer behaviour towards sustainable 
consumption.  Dr. Didham went on to acknowledge how productive this two day workshop had been 
and the importance of the resulting achievements.  In regards to the presentations, Dr. Didham first 
addressed those made on international policy for sustainable consumption and production and 
education for sustainable consumption.  He reminded the participants that the presentations by UN 
officers began with the provision of a systems map for analysing consumer behaviours and how they 
may be influenced.  He highlighted the fact that the presentations covered the historical evolution of the 
policy frameworks for SCP, ESC, and Green Growth.  Furthermore, attention was made of the important 
methodologies that had been discussed: including Sustainable Livelihoods Approach (SLA), Holistic 
Approach (cross sectoral linkages), and Integrated Sustainability Assessment (ISA).  
 
Dr. Robert J. Didham then summarised the national policy structures for ESC that exist in China, Japan 
and Republic of Korea.  Attention was drawing to the fact that national policies in all three countries 
gained a strong impetus from the progression of international policy and have been built over the past 
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decade and a half since the original identification of SCP as a significant development topic at the Rio 
Earth Summit and in Agenda 21.  Dr. Didham then drew attention to the fact that in all three countries 
major efforts on SCP have been made through green procurement and purchasing strategies.  From the 
examples in each country, green procurement has been an important means for promoting and 
strengthening a green market for consumer access.  He went on to acknowledge that major shifts are 
currently taking place the framing of policy away from mitigation and regulation and towards the 
promotion of good practice.  This shift is based around promoting active participation in shaping the 
future towards a sustainable society.   
 
Dr. Robert J. Didham furthered this previous point in relation to his summary of the good practice cases 
presented from each country.  The good practice cases had demonstrated a growing understanding of 
the consumer as an environmental and consumer citizen for which education should promote 
responsible behaviour and encourage direct action in establishing sustainable lifestyles. The various 
good practice cases, as Dr. Didham identified, discussed several different focuses of ESC including youth 
awareness raising, community education, green procurement training and consumer promotion of ESC.  
He also identified the many different instruments for influencing consumer behaviour that had been 
presented in these cases, including regulations, awareness raising, tax incentives, social pressure and 
information provision such as eco‐labels.  
 
Dr. Robert J. Didham acknowledged that much of the most fruitful discussion occurred in the question 
and answer session and during informal discussion.  He went on to identify the key areas of discussion 
as: 

• How to encourage strong implementation of ESC from policy? 
• How best to influence consumer behaviours towards sustainable consumption and sustainable 

lifestyles? 
• The governments’ role as an enabler and infrastructure provider, thus creating better 

opportunities for practicing sustainable consumption. 
• The importance of catalysing a critical transition and breaking down the current culture of 

unsustainable practices and consumption. 
 
Dr. Didham continued his presentation by offering three pathways for taking the concepts and 
discussions of this workshop forward: 

• Connecting Green Purchasing and Procurement Strategies to Integrated Product Policy (with 
life‐cycle analysis). 

• Providing further networking opportunities within and between countries for the promotion of 
good practice and good policy for SCP and ESC. 

• Promoting a movement towards a culture that encourages sustainable lifestyles and a society 
based on low‐carbon, high‐quality service provision. 

 
In conclusion, Dr. Didham highlighted the fact that the workshop had been highly successful in achieving 
its original aims and objective, and he kindly thanked all of the participants for their cooperation and 
support of the regional workshop. 
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Following this presentation, the chairman, Mr. Simon Hoiberg Olsen, facilitated an open discussion for 
the participants to contribute their final thoughts on the lessons learned in the workshop.  The 
discussions began on clarifying what is meant by sustainable consumption – are we promoting better 
consumption or less consumption?  The importance of clearly identifying the key actors and target 
audience was also discussed.  Consideration was given to the fact that strategies in developed and 
developing countries will differ greatly as the needs of these people are substantially different.  This lead 
to the strong recognition that if the goal of sustainable consumption is to provide fair and equitable 
opportunities for all people to achieve a good quality of life, then for many people in developed 
countries this does require a clear reduction in consumption levels.  However, an important counter‐
point was made that we must also ensure to promote the positive opportunities that exist within the 
scenario of sustainable consumption for a happy and better off society, and to avoid the negative 
connotation that reduction in consumption levels will result in a slowing down of human and social 
development.  It was further recognised that this challenge is extremely difficult – to promote a 
reduction in consumption in a world where most governments still directly link the ideas of consumption, 
growth and development – because we are working against the predominant development ideology of 
the 20th century.  Thus, a three‐fold approach was advocated: first, to improve what we consume to be 
more environmentally friendly; second, to reduce the amount we consume in total; and third, to begin 
to transition away from service provision that requires high consumption (and to restructure our social 
infrastructure).   
 
The chairman refocused the discussion to consider what is the future of ESC and what are the practical 
action actions that the participants of this workshop can take to advance this future.  Generally, it was 
discussed that a range of ESC tools need to be developed and promoted including tool for policy, for 
education, and for good practice.  Clear opportunity was identified for promoting a multi‐country 
network for green campus development.  Participants also discussed potential for further social 
research for improving ESC and ESD, and then put consideration to how the unique characteristics of 
Northeast Asia sets the context for it being an important region for advancing ESC work.  This led to a 
final agreement of the participants that the Northeast Asia region has an important role, which could be 
one of leadership, in influencing the international movements for ESC and sustainable lifestyles.  Thus, 
this discussion concluded with participants forming consensus on the idea of building a regional 
platform for ESC. 
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SUMMARY OF REGIONAL WORKSHOP
EDUCATION FOR SUSTAINABLE CONSUMPTION
IN CHINA, JAPAN AND REPUBLIC OF KOREA

Influence Consumer Behaviour

16th to 17th July, 2009  

Beijing Normal University, Beijing, China

Workshop Organised by:
THE INSTITUTE OF GLOBAL ENVIRONMENTAL STRATEGIES

In Cooperation with:
BEIJING NORMAL UNIVERSITY

MINISTRY OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION, CHINA

WORKSHOP AIMS

Reporting current status of Education for Sustainable 
Consumption (ESC) in each country;
Providing an opportunity to both ESC responsible policy-
decision makers from governments and ESC experts from 
NGOs, universities and institutes in one place to exchange 
productive dialogues to make a narrow a gap between two 
arenas;
Supporting future ESC policies and implementation 
regarding public education targeting consumers, and;
Addressing government political roles for public 

in the North-East 
countries and other countries with similar economic, political 
and cultural conditions.

SUMMARY OF REGIONAL WORKSHOP
EDUCATION FOR SUSTAINABLE CONSUMPTION
IN CHINA, JAPAN AND REPUBLIC OF KOREA

WORKSHOP PARTICIPANTS

Governmental officers responsible for Education 
for Sustainable Consumption policy at a national 
level,;
Practitioners who have been implementing 
Education for Sustainable Consumption, 
especially targeting public/consumers in actual 
fields, and;
Experts in ESC including university researchers 
and institutes at a national/international level.

SUMMARY OF REGIONAL WORKSHOP
EDUCATION FOR SUSTAINABLE CONSUMPTION
IN CHINA, JAPAN AND REPUBLIC OF KOREA

A VERY PRODUCTIVE WORKSHOP

Five Keynote Remarks
Seven Sessions
Sixteen Presentations
Over forty participants
Much good discussion and deliberation
And some wonderful food!

SUMMARY OF REGIONAL WORKSHOP
EDUCATION FOR SUSTAINABLE CONSUMPTION
IN CHINA, JAPAN AND REPUBLIC OF KOREA
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PRESENTATIONS FROM KEY UN ORGANISATIONS

Why do we choose the cup of coffee for 24 Yuan or for 
20 Yuan?
Analysing a Systems Map of how Consumer Decisions 
are influenced?
Important framework of international ESC and Green 
Growth policies.
Methodology for Green Growth Capacity Development:

Sustainable Livelihoods Approach (SLA)
Holistic Approach (cross sectoral linkages)
Integrated Sustainability Assessment (ISA)

Recognition of the role Globalization has played on 
Development and the resulting need for Sustainable Development

Considering both convergence and divergence in the global economy
SUMMARY OF REGIONAL WORKSHOP
EDUCATION FOR SUSTAINABLE CONSUMPTION
IN CHINA, JAPAN AND REPUBLIC OF KOREA

SYSTEMS MAP ON CONSUMER
BEHAVIOURS REGARDING ESC

PREPARED BY JOEL BACHA

Education 
for 

Sustainable 
Consumption

Formal
non-formal

informal

Awareness
Raising
Training

SOCIETY
Government

Business
Media

Access to 
options 

Consumer 
decisions

Choices

INDIVIDUAL
Knowledge

Skills
Values

Attitudes

Access to 
education

Reorienting 
Curricula

POLICY ANALYSIS FROM THREE COUNTRIES

Strong progression in policy on SCP following on 
from international agreements (ie. Agenda 21)
The importance of Green Purchasing and 
Procurement Strategies
Major shifts in Policy for shaping the future 
towards Sustainability

(ie Multi-Stakeholder Forum on Social Responsibility for 
Sustainable Future) 

Promoting an overall movement towards 
Sustainable Lifestyles and Living

SUMMARY OF REGIONAL WORKSHOP
EDUCATION FOR SUSTAINABLE CONSUMPTION
IN CHINA, JAPAN AND REPUBLIC OF KOREA

GOOD PRACTICE CASES

Movement towards Consumer Citezenship
Promoting responsible behaviour through education

Green Procurement requires training of officials 
and regional and local levels to understand the 
process
A diversity of approaches: regulations, 
awareness raising, tax incentives, and social 
pressure
Youth awareness raising, Community education, 
and Consumer promotion of ESC

SUMMARY OF REGIONAL WORKSHOP
EDUCATION FOR SUSTAINABLE CONSUMPTION
IN CHINA, JAPAN AND REPUBLIC OF KOREA
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KEY AREAS OF DISCUSSION
How to encourage strong implementation 
from policy?
How best to influence consumer 
behaviours?

infrastructure provider creating better 
opportunities for sustainable consumption

Catalysing a critical transition and 
breaking down culture of unsustainable 
practices/consumption

SUMMARY OF REGIONAL WORKSHOP
EDUCATION FOR SUSTAINABLE CONSUMPTION
IN CHINA, JAPAN AND REPUBLIC OF KOREA

OPPORTUNITIES FOR FOLLOW UP
Connecting Green Purchasing and 
Procurement Strategies to Integrated 
Product Policy (with life-cycle analysis)
Providing further networking opportunities 
within and between countries for the 
promotion of good practice
Movement towards a culture that 
sustainable lifestyles and a society based 
on low-carbon, high-quality service 
provision

SUMMARY OF REGIONAL WORKSHOP
EDUCATION FOR SUSTAINABLE CONSUMPTION
IN CHINA, JAPAN AND REPUBLIC OF KOREA

DEVELOPING A STRATEGY FOR CONSUMER ESC

1. Identify Target Audience
2. Establish Vision
3. Engage Public in Framing clear goals and objectives
4. Take Stock of strengths to build on and areas for needed 

improvement
5. Identify Strategic Framework (including a general outline of 

activities)
6. Cross-examine based on Public ESC Goals
7. Detail Specific Activities of Strategy
8. Review Activities in relation to Drivers and Instruments
9. Secure Public Participation and Involvement in strategy
10. Finalise Plan of Implementation
11. Monitoring and Evaluation

SUMMARY OF REGIONAL WORKSHOP
EDUCATION FOR SUSTAINABLE CONSUMPTION
IN CHINA, JAPAN AND REPUBLIC OF KOREA

ORIGINAL AIMS OF WORKSHOP

Report current status of Education for Sustainable 
Consumption (ESC) in each country;
Provide an opportunity which contribute to developing 
practical policies which link policy decision-makers and 
practitioners/researchers to enable them to implement 
efficient ESC together, especially regarding consumer 
education;
Support future ESC policies and implementation, 
especially regarding government roles for public 
education in the North-East countries and other 
countries with similar economic, political and cultural 
conditions.

SUMMARY OF REGIONAL WORKSHOP
EDUCATION FOR SUSTAINABLE CONSUMPTION
IN CHINA, JAPAN AND REPUBLIC OF KOREA
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Thank you for your participation!

I HOPE YOU HAVE ENJOYED YOURSELF, AND
THAT YOU FOUND IT A REWARDING AND

INSPIRING EXPERIENCE.

SUMMARY OF REGIONAL WORKSHOP
EDUCATION FOR SUSTAINABLE CONSUMPTION
IN CHINA, JAPAN AND REPUBLIC OF KOREA
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SSTTRRAATTEEGGIICC  MMEEEETTIINNGG  OONN  RREEGGIIOONNAALL  EEDDUUCCAATTIIOONN  FFOORR  SSUUSSTTAAIINNAABBLLEE  CCOONNSSUUMMPPTTIIOONN  
1199TTHH

  JJUULLYY  22000099,,  1100::0000‐‐1122::4400  

  
OPEN DISCUSSION OF POTENTIAL ACTIVITIES AND INITIATIVES FOR ADVANCEMENT OF EDUCATION 

FOR SUSTAINABLE CONSUMPTION IN THE NORTHEAST ASIA REGION 
 
  Following  two  days  of  participation  in  the  Regional Workshop  on  Education  for  Sustainable 
Consumption  (ESC),  several  of  the  key  participants met  on  the  third  day  (19  July,  2009) morning  to 
discuss practical means we could undertake to advance ESC initiatives in the Northeast Asia region.  Dr. 
Shi Gen Dong,  the Director of  the Working Committee  in China  for UNESCO Project on Education  for 
Sustainable Development,  provided  an  extensive  and  enlightening  introduction  to  this meeting.   He 
describes his hopes for a uniting of multi‐country partners to support the promotion of ESC, and he also 
suggested  that  in  the  future we could also encourage more practical exchange between ESD and ESC 
teachers  by  holding  separate  workshops  to  address  policy  and  practice  issue  and  to  address  good 
educational methodologies and programmes.     Dr. Shi Gen Dong  concluded by expressing his  further 
hope that in the future these workshops will become a regular occurrence that are hosted  in different 
countries throughout the region. 
 
The  participants  agreed  hole‐heartedly  that  the  urgent  follow‐up  from  this workshop  is  to  create  a 
platform  for  shared  learning  and  mutual  support.  In  considering  the  international  context,  it  was 
recognised  that  the  Northeast  Asia  region  is  not  well  recognised  in  international  policy  formation 
regarding  SCP  and  ESC.  However,  this  region  is  critically  important  to  the  long‐term  success  of 
implementing sustainable consumption.   Thus, the participants formed consensus around the fact that 
not only  should  a  consortium  for  regional  support on  ESC be  enacted, but  also  that  ESC  consortium 
could  serve  as  a primary  leader  for  international  policy  formation.   Opportunities were  identified  to 
participate  in the Marrakech Process and the emerging Partnership  for Education and Research about 
Responsible Living (PERL). 
    
The ideas concerning the leadership of a Northeast Asian Regional Network on Education for Sustainable 
Consumption  (and  learning  for  sustainable  lifestyles) was applauded by all of  the participants.  It was 
made clear  that  the  time to act on this  is quickly passing, and hast must be made  to set up an  initial 
framework for this type of regional cooperation and consortium which should include the development 
of a five‐year plan of action.  However, considerations were also given to the fact that though hast must 
be made,  it  is also necessary  to  consider a  strong holistic  coverage of  issues  surrounding ESC and  to 
ensure  the  rigor  of  a  plan  of  action.  It  was  also  suggested  that  any  work  to  establish  a  regional 
partnership on ESC  in Northeast Asia should make  it sure  it engages multiple sectors and  includes the 
support  of  governments,  corporations,  consumer  groups  and  educational  institutions.  Finally,  brief 
discussions  addressed  how  the  financial  sustainability  of  this  regional  network  would  be  ensured, 
though no definitive decisions were made. 
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