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NEWS 4. The study of “Environmental Information Disclosure” at IGES Kansai Research
Centre

Kenjiro HIRAYAMA

IGES Business and the Environment Project

IGES Kansai Research Centre has been carrying out the “Business and the Environment
Project” since last June. The study group on “Environmental Information Disclosure”, one
of the three main research topics, analyses Environmental Reports (ER) of business and
industries, and currently is conducting comparative study of ER in the same industry.
More precisely, the research members chose a few companies’ ER in each selected industry
and analysed them to identify to what extent they could be compared in terms of range,
output and sales, and basic physical results in the production process such as energy
consumption and water usage. Then the researchers are identifying necessary measures to
make the ER more comparative.

The preliminary results of the research can be summarised as follows: There are a
number of companies which do not specify the range within which the data are collected
and are unclear about whether they include subsidiary companies in the data. Thus, the
report results cannot easily be compared. In addition, different measuring units and
unclear conditions for calculating environmental emissions and burdens among companies
make comparison more difficult.

-- Therefore, to make ER more comparable in the same industry, firstly the range should be
specified. As for physical results, it is desirable for each company to specify conditions for
each item and to use common measurement units for the same data among ER to make it
easier to compare.

IGES Kansai Research Centre will pursue study on “Environmental Information
Disclosure” by identifying how many listed companies are publishing ER, analysing their
contents, and conducting investigations such as how the “Environmental Reporting
Guidelines (FY2000version)” of the Ministry of the Environment, Government of Japan,
has influenced each company’s ER.
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