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Foreword

The Institute for Global Environmental Strategies (IGES) White Paper series has been
designed to extract broad findings from research conducted by IGES and its partner
research institutes to bring critical environmental policy issues to the attention of the
region’s policy makers. Since climate change will be the top agenda item for the region
in 2008, the second issue of the White Paper focuses on climate change.

The Bali Action Plan was adopted at the thirteenth session of the Conference of the
Parties (COP13), which was held in Bali, Indonesia in December 2007. The Action Plan
provides a roadmap to the post-2012 climate regime to be agreed upon by the end of
2009. This year is the start of the first commitment period of the Kyoto Protocol, and
there are important processes already underway to help bring about an agreement on
the future regime as stipulated by the Action Plan. The G8 Summit to be held in Toyako,
Japan in July 2008, in particular, will look at climate change as the most important
agenda item. Since Asia is increasingly emerging as a significant source of greenhouse
gases (GHG), and the Asia-Pacific region is among the most vulnerable to impacts
from climate change, meaningful involvement of countries in the region in these
processes is considered essential.

The White Paper consists of three main parts. Part | contains detailed discussions on
climate change strategies. Part Il looks at climate change related issues in several
sectors including forestry, energy (biofuels), waste management, and groundwater, as
well as key institutional and industry developments in response to climate change
challenges. Part 11l brings together the main conclusions and recommendations.

The objectives of the White Paper are:

(i) to feature the most important environmental policy agenda for the region in
2008—a response to the challenges posed by climate change in Asia and the
Pacific;

(i) to broadly summarise the current climate change situation in Asia and identify
emerging issues, and to review effective policy approaches that have been
adopted in the region;

(i) to present a number of broad policy recommendations that will promote
sustainable development focussing on climate friendly development for the region,
drawing from IGES research programmes, where appropriate; and

(iv) to identify the critical policy research agenda over the next decade for the region.

While examining climate change issues from multiple perspectives, the White Paper
summarises current policy responses from around the Asia-Pacific region and attempts
to sort effective climate change policy from non-effective policy. The White Paper
attempts to set out general principles and priorities to promote the adoption of
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successful mitigation and adaptation policies that would fully accommodate the national
needs and situations that vary so widely in the region. A particular focus is on Asia-
Pacific regional positions regarding post-2012 policy regimes and possible negotiating
positions, which builds on research and consultations conducted by IGES at multiple
levels over the past few years.

The second White Paper has been drafted throughout FY2007 and will be published in
conjunction with the final symposium of the 10" anniversary of IGES held in June 2008.

I would like to acknowledge the efforts of a group of expert peer reviewers, who, at
short notice, provided constructive input to an early draft of the White Paper. | am also
grateful to the members of the IGES Board of Directors who reviewed the draft and
provided invaluable input. My greatest appreciation goes to the multiple authors of the
various chapters who have worked tirelessly on the White Paper in addition to their
other research activities. Drafting has been carried out at IGES retreats over the last
ten months, throughout which Prof. Akio Morishima, special research advisor to IGES,
provided practical advice. The drafting process was coordinated by Mr. Hideyuki Mori
and Dr. Peter King, with full participation of all IGES projects. A special note of
appreciation is given to the patient work conducted by all IGES staff involved in
bringing the White Paper to fruition on time. Finally, the excellent work of the IGES
Secretariat and their selected editors and translators has ensured a high quality
publication which we hope will make a real contribution to ongoing policy debate on
climate change issues in the Asia-Pacific region.

Hayama, Japan
19 May 2008

Prof. Hironori Hamanaka

Chair, Board of Directors
Institute for Global Environmental Strategies
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Ministry of Finance, China

Ministry of Foreign Affairs

Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade, Republic of Korea
Ministry of Finance and Economy, Republic of Korea
Ministry of Justice, Republic of Korea

Ministry of Land, Infrastructure and Transport, Japan
meeting of the Parties

Ministry of Science and Technology, China

Ministry of Science and Technology, Republic of Korea
Ministry of Electric Power, China

municipal solid waste

megawatt

nitrous oxide

National Bureau of Statistics, China

national action plan

national adaptation programme of action

national communication to the UNFCCC

National CDM Authority, India; also the DNA of CDM, India
National Coordination Committee on Climate Change, China
National Climate Change Coordinating Group, China
National Climate Change Leading Group, China

national capacity self assessment

National Development and Reform Commission, China
National Energy Conservation and Emission Reduction Leading Group
National Economic and Development Authority, Philippines
New Energy and Industrial Technology Development Organisation
National Environmental Protection Agency, China

net energy value

National Institute of Environmental Studies, Japan
nongovernmental organisation

National People’s Congress

official development assistance

Organisation for Economic Cooperation and Development
on-farm reservoir

Office for Government Policy Coordination, Republic of Korea
other participating agency

Organisation of the Petroleum Exporting Countries

Office of Prime Minister, Republic of Korea

Philippine Atmospheric, Geophysical and Astronomical Services
Administration, Philippines

Presidential Commission on Sustainable Development
Philippine Network on Climate Change (NGO coalition)
Papua New Guinea

project activities under a programme of activities

parts per million

Presidential Task Force on Climate Change, Philippines
research and development

Rural Development Administration, Republic of Korea



RE
RED
REDD

RESCO
ROK
RSB
RSPO
SA

SBI
SBSTA
SCCF
SD-PAM
SDPC
SEPA
SERC
SETC
SFA
SGP
SIDS
SME
SPC
SSTC
SWDS

t

tlyr
tCOZG
TAI
TERI
TFC

UK

UN
UNCCD
UNCED
UNCTAD
UNDP
UNEP
UNEP/RISQ
UNFCCC
USA
USAID
USDA
USEPA
VER
WBCSD
WRI
WSSD
WTO

Abbreviations and Acronyms

renewable energy

reduced emissions from deforestation

reduced emissions from deforestation and forest degradation in
developing countries

renewable energy service corporation

Republic of Korea

Roundtable on Sustainable Biofuels

Roundtable on Sustainable Palm Oil

science agency

Subsidiary Body for Implementation

Subsidiary Body for Scientific and Technological Advice
Special Climate Change Fund

sustainable development policies and measures

State Development and Planning Commission, China
State Environmental Protection Administration, China
State Electricity Regulatory Commission, China

State Economic and Trade Commission, China

State Forestry Administration, China

Small Grant Programme

small island developing states

small and medium enterprises

State Planning Commission, China

State Science and Technology Commission, China
solid waste disposal site

tonne

tonnes per year

tonnes of carbon dioxide equivalent

The Access Initiative

The Energy and Resources Institute, India

Task Force Committee for the UNFCCC

United Kingdom

United Nations

UN Convention to Combat Desertification

United Nations Conference on Environment and Development
United Nations Commission on Trade and Development
United Nations Development Programme

United Nations Environment Programme

United Nations Environment Programme/Risoe Centre, Denmark
United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change
United States of America

United States Agency for International Development
United States Department of Agriculture

United States Environment Protection Agency

voluntary emissions reduction

World Business Council for Sustainable Development
World Resources Institute

World Summit on Sustainable Development

World Trade Organisation

Note: Throughout this report, “$” means US dollars unless otherwise indicated.
“Asia” encompasses all Asian and Pacific countries, except where otherwise indicated.
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